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I. N anſwer to yours of the third inſtant, I much 
condole with your unhappy Circumſtances of 
being placed amongſt ſuch Company, where, 
as 2 ſay, you cantinually hear the Sacred Scriptures, 
and the Hiſtories therein contained, particularly of 
. Mofes and; of Chriſ, and all. revealed Religion, turned 
Into Ridicule, by Men who ſet up for Sen/e and Reaſan. 
And they ſay, That there is no greater Ground to be- 
lieve in Cbriſt, than in Mabomet : That all theſe Pre- 
tences to Revelation are Cheats, and ever have been, 
among Pagans, Fews, Mahometans, and Chriſtians : 
That they are all alike Impoſitions of cunning and de- 
figning Men, upon the Credulity, at firſt, of Simple and 
antbinking People; till, their Numbers 15 their 
Deluſions grew popular, came at laſt to be eſtablith'd by 
' Laws; and then the Force of Education and Cuſfom 
gee a Bias to the Judgments of After-Ages, till ſuch 
eceits come really to be believ'd, being receiv'd upon 


Truft from the Ages foregoing, without examining into . 


the Original and Bottom of them : Which theſe our mo- 
dern Men of Sen/e (as they deſire to be eſteem'd) ſay, 
that they only do; that they only have their Judg- 
ments freed from the flaviſh Authority of Precedents and 
Laws in Matters of Truth, which, they ſay, ought 
only to be decided by Reaſon; Tho', by a prudent 
Compliance with Popularity and Laws, they preſerve 
themſelves from Outrage and legal Penalties ; for none 


of their Complexion are addicted to Sufferings or Mar- 


tyrdom. 

— Sir, that which you deſire from me, is ſome 
_ ſhort Topic of Reaſon, if ſuch can be found, whereby, 
without. running to Authorities, and the intricate Mazes 
of Learning, which breed long Diſputes, and which 
theſe Men of Reaſon deny by wholeſale, tho' they can 


give no Reaſon for it, only ſuppoſe that Authors have 
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been trump'd upon us, interpolated and corrupted, fo 
that no Streſs * laid upon them, tho' it cannot be 
ſhewn wherein they are ſo corrupted; which, in Rea- 
ſon, . to lie upon them to prove, who allege it; 
otherwiſe it is not only a precarious, but a guilty Plea: 
And the more, that they refrain not to quote Books 
on their Side, for whoſe Authority there are no better, 
or not ſo good Grounds. However, you ſay it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with Noiſe 
and Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there is nothing, at 
leaſt nothing certain, to be ſaid on the Chriftian Site: 
Therefore you are defirous to find ſome one Topic of 
Rea ſon, which ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of the Chri- 
ian Religion, and, at the ſame time, diſtinguiſh it 
from the /mpoftures of Mahomet, and the old Pagan 
World; that our Deiffs may be brought to this 70%, 
and be either oblig'd to renounce their Reaſon, and the 
common Reaſon of "Mankind, or ſubmit to the clear 
Proof, from Reaſon, of the Chriſtian Religion; which 
muſt be ſuch a Proof as no Impoſture can pretend to; 
otherwiſe it cannot prove the Chri/ftian Religion not to 
be an 41.9 gre And whether ſuch a Proof, one 
ſingle Proof (to avoid Confuſion) is not to be found 
out, you deſire to know from me. | 
And you ſay, that you cannot imagine but there 
- muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every Truth is in itſelf 
clear, and one; and therefore that one Reaſon for it, if 
it be the true Reaſon, muſt be ſufficient : And, if /uf- 
ficient, it is better than many; For Multiplicity con- 
founds, eſpecially to weak Judgments, | 
Sir, you have impos'd an hard Taſk upon me; I wiſh 
I could perform it: For tho' every Truth is one, yet our 
Sight is ſo feeble, that we cannot (always) come to it 
_ direftly, but by many Igferences, and laying of things 
together. 288 
| But I think that in the Caſe before us, there is ſuch a 
[| Proof as you require; and I will ſet it down as Sort 
| and plain as I can. 4 CLAIRE. ; 
1 II. Firſt then I ſuppoſe, that the Truth of the Doe- 
2 ' _ trine of CHRIST will be ſufficiently * the 
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Matters of Fact which are recorded of him in the Go/- 
pels be true; for his Miracles, if true, do vouch the 
Truth of what he delivered. 1 

The ſame is to be ſaid as to Meſes; If he brought 
the Children of Mae through the Red - Sca, in that mi- 
raculous manner which is related in Exodus, and did 
ſuch other wonderful things as are there told of him, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from 
GOD; theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can deſire, 
and which every Deiſt will confeſs he would acquieſce 
in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. Therefore the Streſs 
of this Cauſe will depend upon the Proof of theſe 
Matters of Fact. : 

I. And the Method I will take, is, Fir, to lay down 
ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of Matters of ad in gene- 
ral, that where they all meet, ſuch Matters of Fa# can- 
not be — And then, Secondly, to ſhew that all theſe 
Rules do meet in the Matters of Fa of Moſes, and of 
Chriſt; and that they do not meet in the Mazz.rs of 
Fad of Mahomet, of the Heathen Deities, or can poſh- 
bly meet in any Impoſture whatſoever. 

2. The Rules are theſe ; iſt, That the Matter of Fact 
be ſuch as that Mens outward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, 
may be Judges of it. 2. That it be donePublickly in the 


Face of the World. 3. That not only publick Monuments 


be kept up in Memory of it, but ſome outward Actions be 
performed. That ſuch Monuments and ſuch Actions or 
Obſervances be inſtituted, and do commence, from the 
time that the Matter of Fact was done. 


3: The zo firſt Rules make it impoſſible for- any 


ſuch 1 Fadꝭ to be impoſed upon Men, at the 
Time when ſuch Matter of Fat ſaid to be done ; 
becauſe every Man's Eyes and Senſes would contradict 
it. For Example: Suppoſe any Man ſhould pretend 
that Yeſterday he divided the Thames, in Preſence of 
all the People of London, and carried the whole City, 
Men, Women, and Children, over to Southwark, on dry 


Land, the Waters ſtanding like Walls on both Sides: I- 


ſay it is morally impoſſible that he could perſuade the 
People of London that this was true, when every Man, 
| ＋ꝗ43 Moman, 
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Woman, and Child, could contradit him, and fay, 
That this was a notorious Falſehood, for that they had 


not ſeen the Thames ſo divided, or had gone over on 
dty Land. Therefore I take it for granted, (and, 1 
ſuppoſe with the Allowance of all the Dei in the 
World) that no ſuch Impoſition could be put upon 
Men at the Tine when ſuch publick Matter of Fact was 
ſaid to be done. | 
4. Therefore it only remains that ſuch Matter of Fa# 
might be invented ſome time after, when the Men of 
that Generation wherein the thing was ſaid to be done 
are all paſt and gone; and the Credulity of After- 
Ages might be impos'd upon to believe that things 
were done in former Ages, which were not. | 
And for this, the #xvo laſt Re/es ſecure us as much 
as the favo firſt Rules in the former Caſe : For whenever 
ſuch a Matter of Fa came to be invented, if not only 
Menu ments were ſaid to remain of it, but likewiſe that 
publick Actions and Obſerwances were conſtantly uſed 
ever ſince the Matter of Fact was ſaid to be done, the 
Deceit muſt be detected, by no ſuch Monuments appear- 
ing, and by the Experience of every Man, Woman, and 
Child, who muſt know that no ſuch 4#7ions or Obſer- 
ances were ever us'd by them. For Example: Sup- 
poſe I ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a thing done 
a thouſand Years ago, I might, perhaps, get ſome to 
believe it: But if I ſay, that not only ſuch a thing was 
done, but that, from that Day to this, every Man, at the 
Age of twelve Years, had a Joint of his little Finger 
cut off, and that every Man in the Nation did want 
a Joint of ſuch a Finger, and that this Inſtitution was 
ſaid to be Part of the Matter of the Fact done ſo many 
Years ago, and vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation of 
it, and as having deſcended, without Interruption, and 
been conſtantly practis'd, in Memory of ſuch Matter of 
Fae, all along from the time that ſuch Matter of Fa# 
was done; I ſay, it is impoſſible I ſhould be believ'd in 
ſuch a Cafe; becauſe every one could contradict me, 


as to the Mark of cutting off a Joint of the Finger ; _ 
| ed that 
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that being Part of my original Matter Fa, muſt 
demonſtrate the whole to be falſe. | 
III. Let us now come to the Second Point, to ſhew, 
that the Matters of Tad of Meſes and of Chrift have 
all theſe Rules or Marks before-mentioned ; and that nei- 
ther the Matters of Fa# of Mabomet, or what is report- 
ed of the Heathen Deities, have the like; and that no 
Inpoſture can have them all. | 
— - 1. As to Maſes, I ſuppoſe it will be allowed me, that 
he could not have perſuaded 600,000 Men that he 
had brought them out of Egypt, through the Red-Sea, 
fed them 40 Years without Bread, by miraculous Man- 
na, and the other Matters of Fad recorded in his Books, 
if they had not been true; becauſe every Man's Sen/es, 
| that were then alive, muſt have contradicted it. And 
therefore he muſt have impos'd upon all their Sex/es, if 
| he could have made them believe it when it was fa///, 
| and no ſuch things done. So that here are the 5 
and ſecond of the above-mentioned four Marks. 
For the ſame Reaſon, it was equally impoſſible for 
him to have made them receive his five Books as 
Truth, and not to have rejected them, as a manifeſt 
Impoſture, which told of all theſe things as done before 
their Eyes, if they had not been ſo done. Sce how 
poſitively he ſpeaks to them. Deut. xi. 2. to ver. 8. 
And know you this Day: For I ſpeak not with your Chil- , 
dren, which have not known, and which have not ſeen the 
Chaftiſement of the Lord your God, his Greatneſs, his mighty 
Hand, and his ftretebed out Am, and his Miracles, and 
his Acts which he did in the midſt of Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
the King of Egypt, and unto all his Land, and what he 
did unto the Army of Egypt, unto their Horſes and td their. 
Chariots, how hs made the Water of the Red-Sea to over- 
flow them as they purſued after you, and how the Lord hath 
* them unto this Day: And what he did unto you itt 
the Wilderneſs, until ye came into this Place: And what he 
did unto Dathan and Abiram the Soxs of Eliab, the Son of 
Reuben, how the Earth opened her Mouth and ſwallowed 
them up, and their Houſholds, and their Tents, and all the 
Subftance that was in their Poſſeſſion, in the miaſ of all 
9a 4 Iſrael. 
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Ifrael. But your Eyes have ſeen all the great As of the 
Lord, which he did, &c. TI | 

From hence we may ſuppoſe it impoſſible that theſe 
Books of Mo/es (if an Impoſture) could have been in- 
vented and put upon the People, who were then alive 
when all theſe Things were ſaid to be done 

The utmoſt therefore that even a Suppoſe can ſtretch 
to, is, that theſe Books were wrote in fome Age after 
Moſes, and put out in his Name. 

And to this I ſay, that if it was ſo, it was impoſſi- 
ble that thoſe Books ſhould have been receiv'd as the 

Books of Moſes, in that Age wherein they may be ſup- 
pos'd to have been firſt invented. Why? Becauſe they 
ipeak of themſelves as deliver'd by Mo/cs, and kept in 
the Ark from his time. And it came to paſs when Moſes 
had made an end of writing the Words of this Law in a 
col, until they avere finiſhed, that Moles commanded the 
Levites who bare the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, 
ſaying, Take this Book of the Law, and put it in the Side 
of the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, that it 
may be there for a Witneſs againſt thee. Deut. xxxi. 24, 
2 Fo 26. And there was a Copy of this Book to be left 
likewiſe with the King. And it ſhall be, when he fitteth 
upon the Throne of his Kingdom, that he ſhall awrite him a 
Copy of this Law in a Book, out of that which is before 
the Prieſts the Levites: And it ſhall be with him, and he 
ſhall read therein all the Days of his Life : That he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the Words of this 
Law and theſe Statutes to do them. Deut. xvii. 18, 19. 

Here you ſee that this Book of the Law ſpeaks of it- 
ſelf not only as an Hiſtory or Relation of what Things 
were then done, but as the fanding and municipal 
Law and Statutes of the Nation of the Jews, binding 
the King as well as the People. 

Now, in whatever Age after Maſes you will ſuppoſe 
this Book to have been forged, it was impoſlible it could 
have been received as Truth ; becauſe it was not then 
to be found, either in the 4-4, or with the King, or any- 
where elſe ; for, when firſt invented, every body muſt 
know that they had never heard of it before. 7 : 

n 


\ . 
191 . 
And cherefore they could leſs believe it to be the 
Book. of their Statutes, and the ſtanding Law of the 
Land, which they had all along received, and by which 
they had been governed. - | 

ould any Man now at this Day invent a Book. of 
Statutes or As of Parliament for England, and make it 
paſs upon the Nation as the only Book of Statutes that 
ever they had known? As impoſſible was it for the 
Books of Moſes (if they were invented in any Age after 
Moſes) to have been receiv'd for what they declare 
themſelves to be, viz. The Statutes and municipal Law 
of the Nation of the Jews: And to have perſuaded 
the Jeaus that they had own'd and acknowleg'd theſe 
Books, all along from the Days of Mo/es, to that Day 
in which they were firſt invented ; that is, that they 
had own'd them before they had ever ſo much as 
heard of them. Nay, more, the whole Nation muſt, 
in an inſtant, forget their former Laws and Govern- 
ment, if they could receive thefe Books as being their 
former Laws. And they could not otherwiſe receive 
them, becauſe they vouch'd themſelves ſo to be. Let 
me aſk the Deifts but this one ſhort Queſtion, Was there 
ever a Book of ham Laws, which were not the Laws 
of the Nation, palmd upon any People ſince the 
World began ? If not, with what Face can they ſay 
this of the Book of Laws of the Jeaus? Why will they 
ſay that of them, which they confeſs impoſſible in any 
Nation, or among any People ? 

But they muſt be yet more Unreaſonable. For the 
Books of Moſes have a further Demonſtration of their 
Truth than even other Law- Books have: For they not 
only contain the Laqvs, but give an hiſtorical Account of 
their In/titution, and the Practice of them from that 
Time: As of the Paſſover, in Memory of the Death of 
the Fir/-Born in Egypt: And that, the 
ſame Day, all the Firft-Born of Iſrael, Numb. viii. 
both of Man and Beaſt, were, by a 17, 18. 
perpetual Law, dedicated to God; and | 
the Lewites taken for all the Firſt-Born of the Children of 
Iſrael: That Aaron's Rod, which budded, was n 
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the Art, in Memory of the Rebelllon and wonderful 
Deſtruction of Korabs Dathan and Abiram, and for the 
Confirmation of the Prieſthood to the Tribe. of Levi: 
As likewiſe the Pot of Manna, in Memory of their hav- 
ing been fed with it 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. That 
the. Brazen Serpent was kept (which remained to the 
Days of Hezekiah. 2 Kin, xviii. 4.) in Memory of that 
wonderful Deliverance, by only looking upon it, from 
the biting of the fiery Serpents. Numb. xxi. 9. The 
Feaſt of Penticoſt, in Memory of the dreadful Appear- 
ance of God upon Mount Horeb, &c. 

And beſides theſe Remembrances of particular Acti- 
ons and Occurrences, there were other ſolemn I:/ftitu- 
tions, in Memory of their Deliverance out of Eg 77 in 
the general, which included all the Particulars : As of 
the Sabbath. Deut. v. 15. their daily Sacrifices, and 
yearly Expiation ; their New-Moons, and ſeveral ve, 
and Faſta. So that there were yearly, monthly, week · 
Wo daily Remembranees and Recognitions of theſe 
Things. 

| And not only ſo, but the Books of the ſame Moſes 
tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) was appoint- 
ed and conſecrated by God, as his Priefts; by whoſe 
Hands, and none other, the Sacrifice: of the Peopl e 
were to be offered, and theſe ſolemn Inſtitutions to be 
celebrated : That it was Death for any other to ap- 
proach to the Altar: That their High-Prieft wore a 
glorious Mitre, and magnificent Robes of God's own 
Contrivance, with the miraculous Urim and Thummim 
in his Breaſt-plate, whence the divine Reſponſes were 
given: That at his Word the Kin 
Num. xxvii. and all the People were to go out — 


95 to come in. That theſe Lewites were 
Deut. xvii. 8. likewiſe the Chief Judges, even in all 
to 13. Civil Cauſes; and that it was Death to 
1 Cor. xxiii. reſiſt their Sentence: Now whenever 
4+ it can be ſuppos'd that theſe Books of 


Moſes were torged in ſome Age after 

Moſes, it is impoſſible they could have been received 
as true, unleſs the Forgers could have made the _— 
| - ation 


11 
Nation believe, that they that had received theſe Books 
from their Fathers, had been inſtructed in them when 
they were Children, and had t them to their 
Children : Moreover, that they had all been circum- 
cis'd, and did circameiſe their Children, in purſgance 
to what was commanded in theſe Books: That they 
had obſerved the yearly Paſſover, the weekly Sabbath, 
the New-Moons, and all the ſeveral Feafts, Faſts, and 
Ceremonies commanded in theſe Books: That they had 
never eaten any Scuines Fleſh, or other Meats prohi- 
bited in theſe Books: That they had a magnificent 
Tabernacle, with a viſible Prieſthood to edminifter in it, 
which was confined to the Tribe of Levit over whom 
was placed a glorious High Prieſt, cloathed with great 
and mighty Prerogatives ; whoſe Death only could de- 
liver thoſe that were fled to the Cities of 
Refuge; and that theſe Prieſts were Num. xxxv. 
their ordinary Judges, even in Civil 25. 28. 
Matters: I ſay, was it poſſible to have 

rſuaded a whole Nation of Men, that they had 
nown and practiſed all theſe things, if they had not 
done it? or, Secondly, to have received a Book for 

Truth, which ſaid they had practiſed them, and ap- 
pealed to that Practice? So that here are the 2hird and 

fourth of the Marks above-mentioned. 

But now let us deſcend to the utmoſt Degree of Sup- 
poſition, viz. That theſe Things were practiſed be- 
fore theſe Books of Mo/es were forged ; and that theſe 

Books did only impoſe upon the Nation, in making 
them believe, that they had kept theſe Ob/ervances in 
Memory of ſuch and ſuch Things as were inſerted in 
thoſe Books. | | 

Well then, let us proceed upon this Suppoſition, 

(however groundleſs) : And now, will not the ſame In- 

poſſibilities occur as in the former Caſe ? For, Firſt, this 
muſt ſuppoſe, that the Fewws kept all theſe Obſer- 

vances in Memory of nothing, or without knowing 
any thing of their Original, or the Reaſon why they 
kept them: Whereas theſe very Obſervances did ex- 

preſs the Ground and Reaſan of their being kept ; 2 
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the Paſſover, in Memory of God's paſſing over the 
Children of the Maelites in that Night wherein he 
ſlew all the Fir/ of Egypt; and ſo of the reſt. 

But, Secondly, let us ſuppoſe, contrary both to Rea- 
ſon and Matter of Fadi, that the Jews did not 
know any Reaſon at all why they kept theſe Ob/er- 
vances; yet was it poſſible to put it upon them, that 
they had kept theſe Ob/ervances in Memory of what 
they had never heard of before that Day, whenſoever 
you will ſuppoſe that theſe Books of Moſes were firit 
_ forged? For Example: Suppoſe I ſhould a forge ſome 

romantick Story of ſtrange Things done a 1000 Years 
ago; and, in Confirmation of this, ſhould endeavour 
to perſuade the Chriſtian World, that they had all 
_ from that Day to this, kept the firſt Day of the 
Week in Memory of ſuch an Hero, an Apollonius, a Bar- 
coſbas, or a Mahomet, and had all been baptized in his 
Name, and ſwore by his Name, and upon that very 
Book (which I had then forged, and which they never 
ſaw before), in their publick Judicatures: That this 
Book was their Go/pe/ and Law, which they had, ever 
fince that Time, theſe 1000 Years paſt, univerſally re- 
ceiv'd and owned, and none other: I would aſk any 
Deift, whether he thinks it poſſible, that ſuch a Cheat 
could paſs, or ſuch a Legend be received, as the Geſpel of 
Chriſtians ? And that they could be made believe, that 
they never had any other Goſþe/? The ſame Reaſon is 
as to the Books of Moſes; and muſt be, as to every 
Matter of Fa# which has all the four Marks before-men- 
tioned. And theſe Marks ſecure any ſuch Matter 4 
Fact as much from being invented and impoſed in Af- 
ter-Ages, as at the Time when ſuch Matters of Fact 
were ſaid to be done. | 

Let me give one very familiar Example more in this 
Caſe. There is the Stonage in Saliſbury Plain; every 
body knows it ; and yet none knows the Reaſon why 
thoſe great Stones were ſet there, or by whom, or in 
Memory of what. 

Now, ſuppoſe I ſhould write a Book To-morrow, 


and tell there, that-theſe Stones were ſet up by * 
155 oh- 
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Polyphemus, or Garagantua, in Memory of ſuch and 
ſuch of their Actions; and, for a further Confirma- 
tion of this, ſhould ſay, in this Book, that it was 
wrote at the Time when ſuch Actions were done, and 
by the very Actors themſelves, or Eye Witneſſes ; and 
that this Book had been received as Trath, and quoted 
by Authors of the greateſt Reputation in all Ages ſince. 
Moreover, that this Book was well known in England, 
and enjoined by Ad of Parliament to be taught our 
Children, -and that we did teach it our Children, and 
had been taught it ourſelves when we were Children: 
I aſk any Dei, Whether he thinks this could paſs u 
on England? And whether if I, or any other, ſhould 
inſiſt upon it, we ſhould not, inſtead of being believed, 
be ſent to Bedlam? 

Now let us compare this with the Sronage, as I ma 
call it, or twelve great Stones ſet up at Gilgal, whi 
is told in the fourth Chapter of ehh. There it is 
ſaid, ver. 6. that the Reaſon why they were ſet up, 
Was, that when their Children in After-Ages ſhould aſk 
the Meaning of. it, it ſhould be told them. | 
And the Thing, in Memory of which they were ſet 
up, was ſuch as could not poſhbly be impoſed upon 
that Nation at that time when it was ſaid to be done: 
It was as wonderful and miraculous as their Paſſage 
- thro? = — — : ke ob; 

And wit e from a very jection, which 
the Deiſs have advanced againk chat Miracle of the 
| Red-Sea; thinking to ſalve it by a Spring-Tide, with 
the Concurrence of a ſtrong Wind, happening at the 
' ſame time; which left the Strand ſo dry, as that the 
Iſraelites, being all Foot, might paſs thro' the 
places and Holes which it muſt be ſuppoſed the Sea le 
hind it: But that the Egyptiant, being all Horſe and 
_ Chariots, ſtuck in thoſe Holes, and were entangled, ſo 
as that they could not march ſo faſt as the Mraelites: 
And that this was all the Meaning of its being ſaid, that 
God took off their (the Egyptian] Chariot-Wheels, 


that they drove them heavily. So that they would 


make 


At, 

others of the like Fen 
other Miracles, —— Sodom and orgs — 
.Into mere natural Cauſes, are put into Engliſt by the 
well known 7. Brown, Edifica 


rr Et Es Rt ts at Mt 
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: make nothing extraordinary, at leaſt not-mingenlou;, in 


ks is adoane'din Le Clerk Diſſertations a G 

| is a d in Le 's tations ene- 
publiſhed in Hallau; and that Part, with 

7, endeavouring to reſolve 


or the Edification of the Deifts 
in England. | 


Rut theſe Gentlemen have fargot that the Maalites 
had great Herds of many thouſand Cattle with them; 
which would be apter to ftray, and fall into thoſe 


Holes and ovx9y Places in the Strand, than Horſes with 
Riders, who might dirett them. 1 | 


But ſuch precarious and filly Suppoſes are not worth 
the anſwering. If there had been no more in this Paſ- 


— the Red - Sea than that of a Spring-T ide, Ec. 
it 


ad been impoſſible for Moſes to have made the / 


raelites believe that Relation given of it in Exodus, with 
ſo many Particulars, which themſelves ſaw, to be 


true. ' » 4 
And all thoſe Scriptures: which magnify this AQion, 
and appeal to it as a full Demonſtration aof the miracu- 
lous Power of God, muſt be reputed as Romance or 


ſay this for the Sake of ſome Chriſtians, who think 


it no Prejudice to the Fruth of the Holy Bible, but ra- 
ther an Advantage, as rendering it more eaſy to be 


believed, if they can ſolve whatever ſeems miraculous 
in it by the Power of /ccond Cau/es ; and fo to make 
all, as they ſpeak, natural and eaſy : Wherein, if they 


could prevail, the natural and eaſy Reſult would be, 


not to believe one Word in all thoſe ſacred Oracles. 
For if Things be not as they are told in any Relation, 


that Relation muſt be fa//e: And if /al/e in Part, we 


cannot truſt to it, either in #hole or in Part. | 
Here are to be excepted Miſtranſſations, and Errors, 


either in Copy or in Preſs. But where there is no room 


for ſuppoſing of theſe, as where all Copies do agree, 


there we mult either receive All, or reject All: I mean 
| in 


| (5). 
in any Book that pretends to be zyritten from the Mouth 
of God. For in other common Hiſtories we may be- 
lieve Part, and reject Part, as we ſee Cauſe. 
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But to return. The Paſlage of the aelites over 9 
Jordan, in Memory of which theſe Stones at Gz 3 
were ſet up, is free from all thoſe little Carpings i 


fore- mentioned that are made as to the Paſſage thro” | 
the Red-Sea. For Notice Was given to the Maclites the | | 
Day before, of this great Miracle to be done. 7%. iii. 1 
5. It was done at Noon- day, before the RIH Na- \| 
tion: And when the Waters of Jordan were divided, it 
was not at low Ebb, but at the Time when the River 
overflowed all his“ Banks, wer. 15, And it was done, 
not by Winds, or in | of Time, which Winds 
muſt take to do it; but all on a ſudden, as ſoon as the 
Feet of the Prieſts that bare the Ark were dipped in the 
Brim 4 the Water. Then, the — which came down We | | 
rom above ſtood and roſe an Heap, very far, from I} 
41 Oy dam, that 1. 7 And — that | 1 
came down tewards the Sea of the Plain, even the ſalt Sea, 


— —— —— —— — — 
— we 


— Ro AT OO Orr, Og I" — 


Alad, and avere cut : And the Ptople paſſed over cri | 
2 in Jericho. The Priefts — the mi of . | 
2 all the Amir of Trae! _— over. And 
it came to paſs, when the Priefts that bare the Ark of the 


Covenant , the Lord, wwere-come up out of the midſt of Jor- 
dan, and the Soles of the Priefts Feet were lifted up upon | 
the dry Land, that the Waters of Jordan returned unto [| 
their Place, and flowed over all his Banks as they did be- 1 
fore. And the People came up out of Jordan on the tenth 9 
Day of the fi#fi-Manth, and encamped in Gilgal, on the eaft 4 
Border of Jericho. And thoſe twelve Stones which they 
took out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch at Gilgal. And be 
pale unto the Children e Jaying, When your Chil- 
dren foall aſt their Fathers in time to come, ſaying, What 
mean theſe Stones? Then all ye let your Children know, 
Jaying, Urael came over this Jordan on dry Land, For 
t your Gad aryed up the Waters of Jordan 2 
- you, until ae were. over. That all ths People 
of the Earth-might know the Hand of the Lord, that it is 
ö mighty : 


— X ak 
„* ——̃— 4 f = 
»+_ < — — » 2 : 4 l 
” 1 _ of _ = 4 = 2 * 7 2 — _ Þy . 
„ _— * . 2 4 4 1 o_ . 
. , a „ —— — 4 _ 2 ” > bs = 0 
. * * . r Y . 1 
= wo — — W.. — - 
*. 4, x — - . 8 = 1 
” " ad - 
_— p . — * p 7 — K % N 2 —— 9 
7 * — Þ . 
—_— — 


— 


. wm * 
- — 
©. x 


— — 2 —— d IDE U WB RSS 
- — — mn 


7 6 — — — — - - 
— — o _ mem — 
of Iz - 


which was ſet up for that and no other End! 
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_ mighty: That ye might fear the Lord your God for ever. 


Chap. iv. from ver. 18. 
If he Paſſage over the Red-Sea had been only takin 


Advantage of a Spring-Tide, -or the like, how woul 
this teach a// the People of the Earth, that the Hand of 


| the Lord auas mighty ? How would a Thing no more 
remarkable have taken Notice of thro* all the 


World? How would it have taught ael to fear the 
Lord, when they muſt know, that notwithſtanding all 
theſe big Words, there was ſo little in it? How could 
they have believed, or received a Book as Truth, which 
they knew told the Matter ſo far otherwiſe from what 
it was ? | 

But, as I aid, this Paſſage over Jordan, which is 
here compared to that of the Red-Sea, is free from all 


| thoſe Cavili that are made as to that of the Red. Sea; 


and is a further Atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be done 


in the ſame Manner as was that of the Ned. Sea. 


Now, to form our Argument, let us ſuppoſe that 
there never was any ſuch thing as that Paſſage over 
Jordan: That theſe Stones at Cilgal were ſet up up- 
on ſome other Occaſion, in ſome After-Age: And 
then, that ſome deſigning Man invented this Book of 
Jeſbua, and ſaid, that it was wrote by Jeu at that 
time, and gave this Stonage at Gz/ga/ for a Teſtimony 
of the Truth of it: Would not every body ſay to 


him, We know the Stonage at Gilgal; but we never 
heard before of this Reaſon for it, nor of this Book of 


Zoſoua ? Where has it been all this while? And where 
and how came you, after ſo many Ages, to find it ? Be- 
fides, this Book tells us, that this Paſſage over Jordan 
was ordained to be taught our Children, from Age to 
Age; and therefore, that they were always to be in- 
ſtructed in the Meaning of that Stonage at Gi/gal, as a 
Memorial of it: But we were never taught it when we 


were Children; nor did ever teach our Chi laren any 


ſuch thing : And it is not likely that could have been 
forgotten, while ſo remarkable a Stonage did continue, 


And 


[ 17 ] | 

And if, for the Reaſons before given, no ſuch In- 
fofition could be put upon us, as to the Storage in Sa- 
lk:feury-Plain, how much leſs could it be as to the Sto- 
nage in Gilga/ ? 

And if, where we know not the Reaſon of a bare 
naked Monument, ſuch a am Reaſon cannot be im- 
poſed, how much more is it impoſſible to impoſe up- 
on us in Actions and Obſervances which we celebrate in 


Memory of particular Paſſages ? How impoſlible to 


make us forget thoſe Paſſages which we daily comme- 
morate; and to perſuade us, that we had always kept 
ſuch Inſtitutions in Memory of what we never heard of 
before; that is, that we knew it before we knew it ? 

And if we find it thus impoſſible for an Impoſition 
to be put upon us, even in ſome Things which have 
not all the four Marks before-mentioned, how much 
more impoſſible is it that any Deceit ſhould be in that 
Thing where all the four Marks do meet! 


This has been ſhewed in the firſt Place, as to the 


Matters of Fact of Mo/cs. | 
2. Therefore I come now (ſecondly) to ſhew, that, 
as in the Matters of Fact of Mo/es, ſo likewiſe all theſe 
four Marks do meet in the Matters of Fact, which are 
recorded in the Goſpel, of our bleſſed Saviour. And 
my Work herein will be the ſhorter, becauſe all that is 
ſaid before of M/s and his Books, is every way as ap- 
plicable to Chri and his Geſpel. His Works and Mira- 
cles are there ſaid to be done publickly, in the Face of 
the World, as he argued to his Accuſers, 7 pate openly 
to the World, and in ſecret have Tfaid nothing. John xvin. 
20. It is told, Ad, ii. 41. that three thoufand at one 
time, and Ads iv. 4. that about five thouſand at an- 
other time, were converted, upon Conviction of what 
themſelves had ſeen; what had beef ding publickly be- 
fore their Eyes, wherein it was impoſſible to have im- 
poſed upon them. Therefore here were the two firſt 

of the Rules before mentioned. ans 
Then for the two ſecond; Baptiſin and the Lord's Sup. 
per were inſtituted as perpetual Memorials of theſe 
Things: And they were not inſtituted in After Ages; 
B but 
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but at the very time when theſe Things were ſaid to 
be done; and have been obſerved without Interrup- 
tion, in all Ages, through the whole Chriſtian World, 
down all the Way from thet Time to this; and Chri/ 
himſelf did ordain Apoſtles, and other Minifters of his 
Gpel, to preach, and adminiſter theſe Sacraments: And 
to govern his Church: And that always, 
Matth. xxvii. unto the End of the World. And accord- 
20, ingly they have continued, by regular 
Succeſſion, to this Day ; and, no doubt, 
ever ſhall while the Earth ſhall laſt. So that the Chriſ- 
tian C/ergy are as notorious a Matter of Fact as the 
Tribe of Levi among the Fews: And the Goſpel is as 
much a Lew to the Chriſtians, as the Books of Moſes to 
the Jcars: And it being Part of the Matters of Fad re- 
- Jated in the Goſpel, that ſuch an Order of Men were ap- 
pointed by Chrift, and to continue to the End of the 
Morld, conſequently, if the Goſpel was a Fiction, and in- 
vented (as it muſt be) in ſome Ages after Chriſt, then, 
at that time when it was firſt invented, there could be 
no ſuch Order of Clergy as derived themſelves from 
the Inftitution of Chrift ; which muſt give the Lie to 
the Go/pe/, and demonſtrate the Whole to be falſe. And 
the Matters of Fad of Chrift being preſſed to be true, 
no otherwiſe than as there was, at that time (when- 
ever the Deifts will ſuppoſe the Goſpel to be forged) not 
only publick Sacraments of Chriſt's Inſtitution, but an 
Order of Clergy likewiſe of his Appointment, to admi- 
niſter them; and it being impoſlible there could be any 
fuch Things before they were invented, it is as im- 
poſſible that they ſhould be received when invented. 
And therefore, by what is ſaid above, it was as impoſ- 
fible to have impoſed upon Mankind in this Matter, 
by inventing of it in Aﬀter-Ages, as at the Time when 
thoſe Things were ſaid to be done. 

3. The Matters of Fatt of Mahomet, or what is fa- 
bled of the heathen Deities, do all want ſome of the 
aforeſaid four Rules, whereby the Certainty of Matters of 
Cad is demonſtrated. Firſt, for Mahomet, he pretend- 
ed to no Miracles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, 12 6, 

Oe. 
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&c. and thoſe which are commonly told of him paſs 
among the Mabometans themſelves but as legendary Fa- 
bles; and as ſuch are rejected by the wiſe and learn - 
ed amongſt them; as the Legends of their Saints are in 
the Church of Rome. See Dr. Prideaux his Life of Ma- 
homet, pag. 34. ; 4 

But, in the next place, thoſe which are told of him 
do all want the two firſt Rules before-mentioned. For 
his pretended Converſe with the Moon, his Mera, or 
Night- Journey from Mecca to Feruſalem, and thence to 
Heaven, &c. were not performed before any-body : 
We have only his own Word for them: And they are 
as groundleſs as the Deluſions of Fox or Muggleton a- 
mongſt ourſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid (in the ſe- 
cond place) of the Fables of the H-athen Gods, of Mer- 
cury's ſealing Sheep, _ turning himſelf into a 
Bull, and the like; beſides the Folly and Unworthine/5 
of ſuch /en/eleſs pretended Miracles. And moreover, 
the Wiſe among the Heathen did reckon no otherwiſe 
of theſe but as Fables, which had a Mythology or my/- 
tical 12 * them, of which ſeveral of them have 
given us the Rationale, or Explication. And it is plain 
2 that Ovid meant no other by all his Metamor- 
phoſer. | 

It is true the Heathen Deities had their Pries: They 
had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, and other publick Inſtitu- 
tions, in Memory of them : But all theſe want the fourth 
Mark, viz. That ſuch Priefthood and Inſtitutions ſhould 
commence from the Time that ſuch Things as they 
commemorate were ſaid to be done; otherwiſe they 
cannot ſecure After-Ages from the Inpoſture, by de- 
tecting it at the Time when firſt invented, as hath 
been argued before. But the Bacchanalia, and other 
Heathen Feaſts, were inſtituted many Ages after what 
was reported of theſe Gods was ſaid to be done, and 
therefore can be no Proof of them. And thePrieſts of 
Bacchus, Apollo, &c. were not ordained by theſe ſup- 
poſed Gods, bat were appointed by others, in After- 


Ages, only in Honour to them: And therefore theſe, 
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Orders of Priefts are no Evidence td the Truth of the 
Matters of Fact which are reported of their Gods. 

IV. Now to apply what has been ſaid, you may 

challenge all the Deiſis in the World to ſhew any Ac- 
tion that is fabulous, which has all the four Rules or 
Marks before-mentioned. No; it is impoſſible. And 
(to reſume a little what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſto- 
ries of Exodus and the Goſpel could never have been re- 
ceived, if they had not been true; becauſe the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Prieſthood of Levi, and of Chrif, of the 
Sabbath, the Paſſower, of Circumciſion, of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, &c. are there related as deſcending 
all the Way down from thoſe Times, without Inter- 
ruption. And it is full as impoſſible to perſuade Men 
that they had been circumciſed, baptixed, had circum- 
ri/ed or baptized their Children, celebrated Paſowers, 
Sabbaths, Sacrameuts, &c. under the Government and 
Adminiſtration of a certain Order of Prieſts, if they had 
done none of theſe Things, as to make them believe 
they had gone thro' Seas upon dry Land, ſeen the Dead 
raiſed, &c. And without believing of theſe, it was 
impoſſible that either the Law or the Ge/pe/ could have 
been received. 
And the Truth of the Matters of Fact of Exodus and 
the Go/þe/ being no otherwiſe preſſed upon Men, than 
as they have 22 ſuch publick Inſtitutions, it is 
appealing to the Senſes of Mankind for the Truth of 
them; and makes it impoſſible for any to have in- 
vented ſuch Stories in After-Ages, without a palpable 
Detection of the Cheat when firſt invented; as impoſ- 
ſible as to have impoſed upon the Senſes of Mankind at 
the Time when ſuch publick Matters of Fact were ſaid 
to be done. | 

V. I do not ſay, that every thing which wants theſe 
four Marks 1s falſe; but that nothing can be falſe 
which has them a//. 

I have no manner of Doubt that there was ſuch a 
Man as Julius Cæſar; that he fought at Pharſalia; was 
killed in the Senate-Hoſe; and many other Matters of 

; | Fact 


| [ 21 ] 
Fact of antient Times, tho' we keep no publick O- 
ſervances in Memory of them. | Ne 

But this ſhews that the Matters of Fact of Moſes and 
of Chriſt have come down to us better guarded than 
any other Matters of Fact, how true ſoever. 

And yet our Deiffs, who would laugh any Man out 
of the World, as an irrational Brute, that ſhould offer 
to deny Cæſar or Alexander, Homer or Virgil, their 
publick Works or Actions, do, at the ſame time, value 
themſelves as the only Men of Wit and Senſe, of free, 

enerous, and unbiaſſed Judgments, for ridiculing the 
Flitories of Moſes and Chriſt, that are infinitely better 
atteſted, and guarded with infallible Marks, which the 
others want. 

VI. Beſides that, the Importance of the Subject 
would oblige all Men to enquire more narrowly into 
the one than the other; For what Conſequence is it to 
me, or to the Worid, whether there was ſuch a Man 
as Cz/ar ; whether he beat, or was beaten, at Phar/a- 
lia; whether Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch Books; and 
whether what is related in the Liadi or Aneids be true 
or falſe? It is not Two-pence up or down to any Man 
in the World; and therefore it is worth no Man's 
while to enquire into it, either to oppoſe or juſtify the 
Truth of theſe Relations. | 

But our very Souls and Bodies, both this Life and 
Eternity, are concerned in the Truth of what is related 
in the Holy Scriptures; and therefore Men would be 
more inquiſitive to ſearch into the Truth of theſe, than 
of any 'other Matters of Fa& ; examine and fift them 
narrowly, and find out the Deceit, if any ſuch could 
be found : For it concerned them nearly, and was of 
the laſt Importance to them. | 

How unreaſonable then is it to reje& theſe Matters 
of Fact, ſo ſifted, ſo examined, and ſo atteſted, as no 
other Matters of Fact in the World ever were; and yet 
to think it the moſt highly unreaſonable, even to Mad- 
neſs, to deny other Matters of Fact, which have not 
the thouſandth Part of their Evidence, and are of no 
Conſequence at all to us, whether true or falſe / 
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VII. There are ſeveral other Topicks, from whence 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is evinced to all 
who will judge by Reaſon, and give themſelves Leave to 
confider. As, the Improbability that ten or twelve poor 
illiterate Fiſhermen ſhould form a Deſign of converting 
the whole World to believe their De/u/ions ; and the Im- 
poſſibility of their effecting it, without Force of Arms, 
Learning, Oratory, or any one viſible thing that could 
recommend them ! And to impoſe a Doctrine quite op- 
poſite to the Lyffs and Pleaſures of Men, and all world! 
Advantages, or Enjoyments! And this in an Age of r4 
great Learning and Sagacity as that wherein the Goſpel 
was firſt preached ! That theſe Apoſtles ſhould not only 
undergo all the Scorn and Contempt, but the ſevereſt 
Perſecutions and moſt cruel Deaths that could be in- 
flited, in Atteſtation to what themſelves knew to be 
a mere Deceit and Forgery of their own contriving ! 
Some have ſuffered for Errors, which they thought oh 
Truth; but never any for what themſelves knew to be 
Lies. And the Apoftles muſt know what they taught to 
be Lies, if it was ſo ; becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe 

Things, which, they ſaid, they had both 
AZ. iv. 20. ſeen and heard, had looked upon, and hand- 
1. John i. 1. led with their Hands, &c. 

Neither can it be ſaid, that they, per- 
haps, have propoſed ſome temporal Advantages 
to themſelves, but miſſed of them, and met with S/ 
ferings inſtead of them: For if it had been ſo, it is 
more than probable, that, when they ſaw their Diſap- 
pointment, they would have diſcovered their Conſpira- 
cy, eſpecially when they might not only have ſaved 
their Lives, but got great Rewards for doing of it. 
That not one of them ſhould ever have been Treaghe 
to do this ! 

But this is not all: For they tell us, that their Ma/- 
ter bid them expect nothing but Sa ferings in this World. 
This is the Tenuor of all that Gofpe/ which they taught; 
and they told the ſame to all whom they converted: So 
that here was no Diſappointment, K 
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For all that were converted by them, were convert- 
ed upon the certain Expectation of Sufferings, and did - 


den to prepare for it. Chriſt commanded his Diſciples 


to take up their Cre daily, and follow him: And told 

them, that in the World they ſhould have Tribulation : 

That whoever did not forſake Father, Mother, Wife, 

Children, Lands, and their very Lives, could not be his 

1 That he who ſought to ſave his Life in this 
orld ſhould 4% it in the next. 

Now, that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the Croſs ſhould 
prevail ſo univerſally againſt the A/lurements of Flaſb and 
Blood, and all the Blandiſbments of this World, againſt 
the Rage and Perſecution of all the Kings and Poavers of 
the Earth, muſt ſhew its Original to be Divine, and its 
Protector, Almighty. What is it elſe could conguer 
without Arms, perſuade without Rheterickh, overcome 
Enemies, diſarm Tyrants, and ſubdue Empires, without 
Oppoſition. 

VIII. We may add to all this, the Teſtimonies of 
the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecutors of Chriſtianity, 
both Jeaus and Gentiles, to the Truth of the Matter of 
Fact of Chrift; ſuch as Joſephus and Tacitus; of which 
the firſt flouriſhed about forty Years after the Death of 
Chrift, and the other about ſeventy Years after: So that 
they were capable of examining into the Truth, and 


wanted not Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have in- 


clined them to deny the Matter of Fact itſelf of jr 4 
But their 8 to it, as likewiſe Lucian, Celſus, 
47 0, and Julian the Apoſtate, the Mahometans ſince, 
and all other Enemies of Chriſtianity that have ariſen 
in the World, is an undeniable Atteſtation to the Truth 
of the Matter of Fact. 

IX. But there is another Argument, more ftrong and 
convincing than even this Matter of Fact; more than 
the Certainty of what I %% e with my Eyes; and which 
the Apoſtle Peter calledj a more ſure Word, that is, Proof, 
than what he /aw and heard upon the holy Mount, when 
our bleſſed Saviour was transfigur'd before him, and two 
other of the Apoſtles: For having repeated that Paſſage, 
as a Proof of that whereof they were Eye-witneſſes, and 
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heard the Voice from Heaven giving Atteſtation to our 
Lord Chrift, 2 Pet. i. 16, 17, 18. he ſays, v. 19. We 
have alſo a more ſure Word of a Propbecy, for the Proof of 
this Jeſus being the Meſſiab; that is, the Prophefies which 
had gone before of Him, from the Beginning of the 
World, and a// exactly fulfilled in Him. 

Men may diſpute an Impoſition or Delafion upon 
our outward Senſes ; but how that can be falſe which 
has been ſo long, even from the Beginning of the 
World, and ſo often, by all the Prophets, in ſeveral 
Ages, foretold ? how can this be an Inpoſition or a 
Forgery ? : iS, | 

This is particularly inſiſted on in the Caſe of the 

ews. And even the Deiſs muſt confeſs, that that 

ook we call the Old Teſtament was in Being, in the 
Hands of the Jews, long before our Saviour came into 
the World. And if they will be at the Pains to com- 
pare the Propheſies that are there of the M ab, with 
the fulfilling of them, as to Time, Place, and all other 
Circumſtances, in the Perſon, Birth, Life, Death, Reſar- 
rection, and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Sawiour, will find this 
Proof what our Apoſtle here calls it, a Light ſpining in 
a dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day- tar ariſe 
in your Hearts. Which God grant. Here is no Poſſi- 
bility of Deceit or Impoſfture. | 5 

Old Propheſies (and all ſo agreeing) could not have 
been contrived to countenance a new Cheat; and no- 
thing could be a Cheat that could ff all theſe. 

For this therefore I refer the Des to the Caſe of 
the Fes. . | 

I defire them likewiſe to look there, Se. XI. and 
conſider the Propheſies given ſo long ago, of which they 
ſee the fulfilling at this Day with their own Eyes, of 
the State of the Jeros for many Ages paſt, and at pre- 
ſent ; without a King, or 'Prieft, or Temple, or Sacrifice ; 
ſcattered to the four *Winds ; ſiſted as with a Sieve 
among all Nations; yet preſerved, and alwtys ſo to be, 
a diftin& ' People from all others of the whole Earth. 
Whereas thoſe mighty Monarchies which oppreſſed the 
Jews, and which commanded the World in their 

/ Turns, 
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Turns, and had the greateſt human Proſpect of Per- 
petuity, were to be extinguiſhed, as they have been, 
even that their Names ſhould be blotted out from under 
Hess ³⅛ ip % 

As likewiſe, that as remarkable of our bleſſed Sa- 
wviour, concerning the Preſervation and Progreſs of the 
Chriſtian Church, when in her Swadling-Cloaths, con- 
ſiting only of a few poor Fißber- men: Not by the 
Sword, as that of Mahomet, but under all the Perſe- 
cution of Men and Hell, which yet ſhould not prevail 
againſt her. 3 ib 

But tho? I offer theſe as not to be ſlighted by the Deifts, 
to which they can ſhew nothing equal in all profane 
Hiſtory, and in which it is impoſſible any Cheat can 
lie; yet I put them not upon the ſame Foot as the 
Propheſies before-mentioned, of the Marks and Com- 
ing of the Me/iah, which have been ſince the World 

c ; 
| And that general Expectation of the whole Earth, 
at the time of his Coming, inſiſted upon in the Caſe of 
the Fes, Sea. V. is greatly to be noticed. 
ut I ſay, the foregoing Propheſies of eur Sawiour 
are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Miracles would not be 
ſufficient to break their Authority. . 

I mean, if it were poſſible that a true Miracle could 
be wrought in Contradiction to them: For that would 
be for Gad to contradict himſelf. 

But no Sign or Wonder, that could poſſibly be ſolved, 
ſhould ſhake this Evidence. 

It is this that keeps the Jews in their Obſtinacy ; 
tho' they cannot deny the Matters of Fact done by our 
bleſſed Saviour to be truly Miracles, if ſo done as 
ſaid : Nor can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 
cauſe they have all the four Marks before-mentioned ; 
yet they cannot yield. Why? Becauſe they think that 
the Goſpel is in Contradiction to the Law ; which if it 
were, the Conſequence would be unavoidable, that 
both could not be true. To ſolve this, is the Buſineſs of 
the Caſe of the Fews : But the Contradiction which they 
ſuppoſe is in their — that they put upon the Lan; 


eſpecially, 
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ſies in him, that were made concerning the Maſtab. 
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efpecially they expect a literal Fulſilling of thoſePramiſes 
the Reftaura:ion of Feruſalem, outward Geier 
of the Church, of which there is ſuch frequent mention 
in the Books of Mo/es, the P/a/ms, and all the Prophets. 
And many Chriſtians do expect the ſame; and take thoſe 
Texts as literally as the Jus do. We do believe and 
ray for the Conwer/ion of the Fews, For this End they 
— been ſo miraculouſly preſerved, according to the 
Propheſies ſo long before of it. And when that Time 
ſhall come, as they are the moſt honourable and an- 
tient of all the Nations on the Earth, ſo will their 
Church return to be the Mother Chriſtian Church, as ſhe 
was at firſt; and Rome muſt ſurrender to Feruſalem. 
Then all Nations will flow thither : And even Exzetie/'s 
Temple may be literally built there, in theMe lis of 
the whole Earth; which Feru/a/em muſt be, when the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall meet with the Converfion of 
the Jews. For no Nation will then contend with the 
Jraus; nor Church with Jeruſalem for Supremacy. All 
ations will be ambitious to draw their Original from 
the Jeaus, whoſe are the Fathers, and from whom, as 
concerning the Fleſh, Chrift came. h 
Then will be fulfilled thatoutward Grandeur and Re- 
flauration of the Fewws, and of Feruſalem, which they 
| , purſuant to the Propheſies. 
They pretend not that this is limited to any parti- 


. cular Time of the Reign of the Meſfab':: They are 


ſure it will not be at the Beginning; for they expect to 
go through you Conflicts and Trials with their Meal 
(as the Chril ian Church has done), before his final Con- 
gueſt, and that they come to reign with him. So that 
this is no Obſtruction to their embracing Chriſtianity. 
They ſee the ſame Things fulfilled in us, which they 
expect to themſelves; and we do expect the ſame 
Things they do. | | 

I tell this to the Deiſs, leſt they may think that the 
Fews have ſome ſtronger Arguments than they know of; 
that they are not perſuaded by the Miracles of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and by the fulfilling of all the Pro 


As 


6. # 


_  - 
| fore, I would not plead even Miracles 
againſt theſe. — * 


And if this is ſufficient to perſuade a Jew, it is 
much more ſo to a Deiſt, who labours not under theſe 
Obj-#ions. : | | Wer TS 

Beſides, I would not ſeem to claſh with that (in a 
ſound Senſe) reaſonable Caution uſed by Chriſtian Wri- 
ters, not to put the Iſſue of the Truth wholly upon 
Miracles, without this Addition, when not done in 
Contradiction to the Revelations already given in the 
Holy Scriptures. | | 

And they do it upon this Conſideration, That tho” it 
is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that God would work a real Mi- 
racle in Contradiction to what he has already revealed, 
yet Men may be impoſed upon by fa!//e and ſeeming Mi- 
racles, and pretended Revelations (as there are many Ex- 
amples, eſpecially in the Church of Rome); and ſo may 
be ſhaken in the Faith, if they keep not the Holy Scrip- 
tures as their Rule. | 


As I faid 


We are told, 2 Theſ. ii. 9. of him whoſe Coming is 
after the working of Satan, with all Poauer, and Signs, 


and lying Wonders. And Rev. xill. 14. xvi. 14. and xix. 
20. of the Devil and falſe Prophets working Miracles. 
But the Word in all theſe Places is only Tags i Signs, 


that is as it is render'd, Matth. xxiv. 24.; which tho” 


ſometimes it may be uſed to ſignify real Miracles, yet 
not always, not in theſe Places: For tho' every Miracle 
be a Sign and a Wonder, yet every Sign or M onder is 
not a Miracle. | 


X. Here it may be proper to conſider a common o- 


fick of the Deifts, who, when they are not able to ſtand 
out againſt the Evidence of Fa, that ſuch and ſuch 
Miracles have been done, then turn about and dexy ſuch 
things to be Miracles; at leaſt, that we can never be 
ſure whether any wonderful Thing that is ſhewn to us 
be a true or a falſe Miracle. | 


And the great Argument they go upon is this, That 


a Miracle being that which exceeds the Power of Nature, 


we cannot know what exceeds -it, unleſs we knew the 
utmoſt Extent of the ne of Nature; and no Man _ 
2 tends 


+ 


true and falſe Miracles. 
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tends to know that: Therefore that no Man can cer- 
tainly know whether any Event be miraculous ; and con- 
ſequently he may be cheated in his Judgment betwixt 

To which I anſwer, That Men may be ſo cheated ; 
and there are many Examples of it. 

But that tho*' we may not always row when we are 

cheated, yet we can certainly tell, in many Caſes, when 
we are not cheated. _- . 
For tho' we do not know the utmoſt Extent of the 
Peaver of Nature, perhaps, in any one Thing, yet it 
does not follow, that we know not the Nature of any 
thing, in ſome Meaſure, and that certainly too. For 
Example: Tho I do not know the utmoſt Extent of the 
Poaber of Fire, yet I certainly know, that it is the Na- 
ture of Fire to burn; and then, when proper Fewel is 
adminiſtered to it, it is contrary to the Nature of Fire not 
to conſume it. Therefore if I ſee three Men taken off 
the. Street, in their common wearing Apparel, and, 
without any Preparation, caſt into the midſt of a burn- 
ing fiery Furnace, and that the Flame was ſo fferce that it 
burnt ap thoſe Men that threw them in, and yet that 
theſe who were thrown in ſhould walk up and down in 
the Bottom of the Furnace; and I ſhould ſee a Fourth 
Perſon with them, of glorious Appearance, like the Son 
of God; and that theſe Men ſhould come up again out 
of the Furnace without any Harm, or ſo much as the 
ſmell of Fire upon themſelves or their Coaths; I could 
not be deceived in thinking that there was a Stop put to 
the Nature of Fire, as to theſe Men ; and that it had 
its Efe& upon the Men whom it burned at the ſame 
time. 

Again; tho' I cannot tell how avoxderful and ſudden 

an Increaſe of Corn might be produced by the Concur- 
rence of many Cauſes, as a warm Climate, the Fertility 
of the Soil, &c. yet this I can certainly know, that 
there is not that natural Force in the Breath of two or 
three Words ſpoken, to multiply one ſmall Loaf of Bread 
ſo faſt, in the breaking of it, as truly and really, not only 
in Appearance and Shew to the Eye, but to fill the Bellie: 


of 


: 1 
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of ſeveral Thouſand hungry Perſons ; and that the Frag- 
ments ſnould be much — 49 the Bread was at rtl. 

So neither in a Vord ſpoken, to raiſe the Dead, cure 
Diſeaſes, &c. l. 6 | 

Therefore, tho* we know not the utmoſt Extent of 
the Poaver of Nature, yet we can certainly know what 
is contrary to the Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things as we 
do know. 0 | 

And therefore, tho' we may be cheated and impoſed 
upon in many ſeeming Miracles and Wonders, yet there 
are ſome Things wherein we may be certain. 

But further: The Deifis acknowlege a God, of an 
Almighty Power, who mad: all Things ; yet they would 
— it out of his Power to make any Revelation of his 

ill to Mankind. For if we cannot be certain of any 
Miracle, how ſhould we know when God ſent any thing 
extraordinary to us? Nay how ſhould we know the ord- 
nary Power of Nature, if we knew not what exteeded it? 
If we know not what is natural, how do we know there 
is ſuch a Thing as Nature? That all is not Superna- 
tural ? All Miracles? And ſo diſputable, till we come 
to downright Scepticiſin, and doubt the Certainty of our 
outward Senſes ; defiring only this, that they would allow 
the Senſes of other Men to be as certain as their own : 
Which they cannot refuſe, fince, without this, they 
can have no Certainty of their own. 

XI. Therefore, from what has been ſaid, the Cauſe is 
ſummed up ſhortly in this; That tho' we cannot e what 
was done before our Time, yet, by the Marks which I 
have laid down concerning the Certainty of Matters of 
Fa# done before our Time, we may be as much aſſured 
of the Truth of them, as if we ſaw them with our Eyes: 
Becauſe whatever Matter of Fa# has all the four Marks 
before-mentioned, could never have been invented or 
received, but upon the Conviction of the outward Senſes 
of all thoſe who did receive it, as be ore is demonſtrat- 
ed. And therefore this Topick which I have choſen, 
does Rand upon the Convittion even of Mens outward 
Senſes. And fince- you vn confined me to one Topict, 

| C 3 


1) 3 
1 — not inſiſted upon the others, which I have only 
named. TIO 5 
XII. And now it lies upon the Deifts, if they would 
appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew ſome Matter of Fact 
of former Ages, which they allow to be true, that has 
2 Evidences of its Truth than the Matters of 
act of Moſes and of Chriſt: Otherwiſe they cannot, 
with any Shew of Reaſon, reject the one, and yet admit 
of the other. | | 
But I have given them greater Latitude than this; 
for I have ſhewn ſuch Marks of the Truth of the Mat- 
| ters of Fact of Maſes and of Chrift, as no other Matters 
| of Fact of thoſe Times, however true, have, but 
theſe only: And I put it "on them to ſhew any For- 
gery that has all theſe Marks. | . N 
This is a ſhort ue. Keep them cloſe to this. T 
determines the Cauſe all at once. | 
l et them take Aid from all the Legends in the Church 
of Rome, thoſe pious Cheats, the foreſt Diſgraces of 
(hri//ianity, ard which have bid the faireſt of any 
one Contrivance to overturn the Certainty of the 
lviicacles of Chriſt and his Apo/tles, and whole Truth of 
the Ceſfel, by putting them all upon the ſame Foot; at 
leait they are ſo underſtood by the Generality of their 
D-<wetces, tho diſowned and laughed at by the Learned 
and Men of Senſe among them. 
Let them pick and chuſe the moſt Aer pie of all the 
Fables of the Heathen | eities, and (ee if they can find 
in any of theſe the four Marks before - mentioned. 
Ctherwiſe let them ſubmit to the irrefragable Cer- 
tainty. of the Chriſtian Religion; | 
XIII. But if, not ichſtanding of all that is ſaid, the 
\ Deifts will ſtill contend, that all this is but Prizf-craf?, 
the Invention of Pri-/s for their own Profit, &c. then 
tiey will give us an Jaca of Prieſis far different from 
what they intend: For then we muſt look upon theſe 
Prieſts not only as the cunningeſt and wwiſeft of Man- 
kind, but we ſhall be tempted to adore them as Deities, 
who have ſuch Power as to impoſe, at their Pleaſure, 
upon the Senſes of Mankind to make them believe 
| that 
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that they had practiſed ſuch publick Inſtitutions, enact- 
ed them by Laws, taught them to their Children, Oc. 
when they had never done any of theſe Things, or 
ever ſo much as heard of them before: And then, u 
the Credit of their believing that they had done ſuch 
Things as they never did, to make them further be- 
lieve, upon the ſame Foundation, whatever they 
leaſed to impoſe upon them as to former Ages: I ſay, 
fach a Power as this muſt exceed all that is human; and 
conſequently make us rank theſe Pri:fs far above the 
Condition of Mortals. 
2. Nay, this were to make them outdo all that has 
ever been related of the i»fernal Powwers; for tho' their 
Legerdemain has extended to deceive ſome unwary Be- 
holders, and their Power of working ſome ſeeming Mi- 
racles has been great, yet it never reached, nor ever 
was ſuppoſed to reach, ſo far as to deceive the Senſes of 
all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch publick and notorious 
Nature as thoſe of which we now ſpeak ; to make them 
believe, that they had enacted Laws for ſuch publick 
Obſervances, continually practiſed them, taught them 
to their Children, and had been inſtructed in them 
themſelves from their Childhood, if they had never 
enadted, practiſed, taught, or been taught, ſuch Things. 
3. And as this exceeds all the Power of Hell and 
Devils, ſo it is more than ever God Almighty has done 
ſince the Foundation of the World. None of the Mi- 
racles that he has ſhewn, or Be/ief which he has re- 
quired to any-thing that he has revealed, has ever con- 
tradifted the qytward Senſes of any one Man in the 
World, much Tefs of all Mankind together. For Mi- 
racles, being Appeals to our outward Senſes, muſt de- 
ſtroy with it all their own Certainty, as to us; fince 
we have no other Way to judge of a Miracle exhibited 
to our Sex/es, than upon the Suppoſition of the Certainty 
of our Senſes, upon which we give Credit to a Miracle 
that is ſhewn to our Sen/7s. 
4. This, by the way, is a yet unanſwered Argu- 
ment againſt the Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation ; and 
ſhews the Weakneſs of the Defence which the „ 
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of Rome offers for it (from whom the Socinians have 
licked it up, and, of late, have gloried much in it 


amongſt us), that the Doctrines of the Trinity, or Incar- 


tion, do contradict all of theſe. Therefore the Com - 
pariſon is exceedingly ſhort, and out of Purpoſe. But 
to return. 1 y 2 

If the Chriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and nothing elſe 
but the Invention of Prieſis, and carried on by their 
Craft, it makes their Power and Wiſdom greater than 
that of Men, Angels, or Devils, (and more than God 


himſelf ever yet ſhewed or expreſſed) to deceive and 


impoſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch publick and 
notorious Matters of Fact. | 

XIV. And this Miracle, which the Deiſs muſt run 
into, to avoid theſe recorded of Maſes and Chrif, is 
much greater, and more aſtoniſhing, than all the Scrip- 
tures tell of them. 

So that theſe Men, who laugh at all Miracles, are 
now obliged to account for the greateſt of all, how the 
Senſes of Mankind can be impoſed upon in ſuch pub. 
lick Matters of Fact. | 

And how then can they make the Prie/s the-moſt 
contemptible of all Mankind ; fince they make them 
the ſo!e Authors of this the greateſt of Miracles | 

XV. And ſince the Deiſis (theſe Men of Senſe and 
Reaſon I) have ſo vile and mean an Idea of the Priefts 
of all Religions, why do they not recover the World out 
of the Poſſeſſion and Government of ſuch Blockheads ? 
Why do they ſuffer Kings and States to be led by them ? 
To eſtabliſh their Deceits by Laws, and inflict Penal- 
ties upon the Oppoſers of them? Let th@Dej/ts try their 
Hands: They have been trying, and are now very 
buſy about it, and free Liberty they have; yet have 
they not prevailed, nor ever yet did prevail, in any ci- 
vil: zed or generous Nation. And tho' they have ſome 
Inroads among the Hotteritots, and ſome other the moſt 
brutal Part of Mankind, yet are they ſtill exploded ; 
and Prieſts have and do, prevail againſt them, gy 
not only the greateſt,” but beſt Part of the World, an 


xv. 
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XVI. For as the Devil does ape God, in his Inſtitu- 


tions of Religion, his Feaſts, Sacrifices, c. ſo lkewiſe 
in his Prieſts ; without whom no Religion, whether true 
or falſe, can ſtand. - Falſe Religion is but a Corrup- 
tion of the true: The true ek, though it | 
followed eloſe upon the Heels. | 
The Revelation made to Moſes is elder than any Hi- 
ory extant in the Heathen World. The Hecathens, in 
Imitation of him, - pretended likewiſe to their Rewela- 
tiens ; but I have given thoſe Marks which diſtinguiſh 
them from the rue: None of them have theſe: four 
Marks before- mentioned. er 13423 
Now the Deiſs think all Revelation to be equally 
pretended, and a Cheat; and the:Prizfts of all Religions 
to be the ſame Contrivers and Jugglers; and therefore 
they proclaim War equally againſt all, and are equally 
engaged to bear the Panos all. NE | 
And if the Conteſt be only betwixt the Deiffs and 
the Priefts, which of them are the Men of the greateſt 
Parts and Seaſe, let the Efe#s determine it; and let 
the Deiſts yield the Victory to their Conquerors, who, by 
22 own Conſeſſion, carry all the World before 
nee 1 | 
XVII. If the Deifs ſay, that this is, becauſe all the 
World are Blockheads, as well as theſe Prizfts who go- 
vern them; that all are Blockheads except the Deifts, 
who vote themſelves only to be Men of Senſe; this 
(beſides the Mpdefty of it!) will ſpoil their great and 
beloved Topick, in Behalf of what they call Natural 
Religion againſt the Revealed, vix. Appealing to the 
common Reaſon of Mankind: This they ſet up againſt 
Revelation ; think this to be ſufficient for all the Uſes 
of Men, here cr hereafter (if there be any After-State) z 
and therefore that there is no Uſe of Revelation. This 
common Reaſon they advance as infallible, at leaſt as the 
Jureft Guide ; yet now cry out upon it, when it turns 
againſt them: When this common Senſe runs after Rewe- 
lation (as it always has done), then common Reaſon is a 
Beaſt ; and we muſt look for Reaſon, not from the com- 
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22 of Mankind, but only among the Beaux 
Deifts. — ; 

XVIII. Therefore, if the Deiffs would avoid the 

Mortification (Which will be very uneaſy to them) to 


yield, and ſubmit to be ſubdued and bete down before 


the Prie/ts, whom of all Mankind they hate and de- 


f#iſe ; if they would avoid this, let them confeſs, as 


the Truth is, that Religion is no Invention of Prieſſs, 
but of Divine Original; that Prieffs were inſtituted by 
the ſame Author of Religion; and that their Order is a 
perpetual and living Monument of the Matters of Fa# of 
their Religion, inſtituted from the Time that ſuch Mat- 
ters of Fa were ſaid to be done; as the'\Lewites from 
Mojes ; the Apoſiles, and ſucceeding Clergy, from Chriſt, 
to this Day; that no Heathen Priel, can ſay the ſame : 
They were not appointed by the God: whom they 
ſerved, but by others in After-Ages: They cannot 
ſtand the Tf! of the four Rules before-mentioned, which 
the Chriftian Priefts can do, and they only. Now the 
Chriftian Prieſthood, as inftituted by Chrift himſelf, and 
continued by Succeſſion to this Day, being as impregna- 
ble and flagrant a Teſtimony to the Truth of the Matters 
of Fa# of Chriſt, as the Sacraments, or any other pub- 
lick Inſtitutions; beſides that, if the Priefhood were 
taken away, the Sacraments, and other publick /itz- 
tions, which are adminiſtered by their Hands, muſt fall 
with them; therefore the Devil has been moſt buſy, 
and bent his greateſt Force, in all Ages, againſt the 
pr - knowing that if that go down, all goes 
with 1t. | 

XIX. With the Dei, in this Cauſe, are join'd the 
Quakers, and other of our D:i/enters, who throw off the 
Succeſſon of our Prieſthood (by which only it can be 
demonſtrated), together with the Sacraments and publick 
Feftivals. * And if the Devil could have prevailed to 
have theſe dropt, the Chriſtian Religion would loie the 
moſt undeniable and demonſtrative Proof for the Truth 
of the Matters of Fa# of our Saviour, upon which the 
Truth of his Doctrine does depend. Therefore we may 
fee the 4rtifice and Malice of the Devil in all theſe At- 


tempts : 
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tempts: And let thoſe-wretched Iafrumentt, whom he 
ienorantly (and ſome by a — Zeal) has deluded, 
thus to undermine Cbriſtianity, now at laſt look back, 
and ſee the Snare in which they have been taken! For 
if they had prevailed, or ever ſhould, Chriftianity dies 
with them; at leaſt, it will be rendered precarious, as 
a Thing of which no certain Proof can be given. 
Therefore let thoſe of them, who have any Zeal for 
the Truth, bleſs God that they have not prevailed ; 
and quickly leave them; and let all others be aware 
of them. | f 


And let us confider and honour the Pri-fthood, Sacra- 


ments, and other publick Inftitutions of Chrift, not only as 
Means of Grace, and He/ps to Devotion, but as the great 
Evidences of the Cbriſtias Religion. | 

Such Euidences as no pretended Revelation ever had, or 
can have: Such as do plainly diſtinguiſh it from all 
fooliſh Legends and Impoſtures whatſoever. 

XX. And now, laſt of all, if one Word of Advice 
would not be loft upon Men who think ſo unmeaſur- 
ably of themſelves as the Deiſfs, you may repreſent to 
them, what a Condition they are in, who ſpend that 
Life and Senſe which God hath given them, in ridicule- 
ing the greateſt of his BlzKings, his Reve/ations of Chriſt, 
and by Chrift, to redeem thoſe from eternal Miſery, 
who ſhall believe in him, and obey his Laws : And that 
God, in his wonderful Mercy and Wiſdom, has ſo 
guarded his Rewelations, as that it is paſt the Power of 
Men or Devils to counterfeit; and that there is no de- 


nying of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd as to deny 


not only the Reaſon, but the Certainty of the outward 
Senſes, not only of one, or ebe, or three, but of Man- 
kind in general: That this Caſe is ſo very plain, that 
nothing but want of Thought can hinder any to diſ- 
cover it: That they muſt yield it to be ſo plain, un- 
leſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery which has all the four 
Marks before ſet down. But if they cannot do this, 
they. muſt quit their Cauſe, and yield a happy Victory 
over themſelves : Or elſe fit down under all that Igno- 
miny with which they have loaded the Prizfts, of being 
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not only the moſt pernicious, but (what will gall them 


more) the moſt inconfiderateyand inconfiderable, of Man- 


Therefore let them not think it an undervaluing of 
their Worthine/5, that their whole Cauſe is compriſed 
within ſo narrow a Compaſs, and no more Time be- 
ſtowed upon it than it is worth. But let them rather 
reflect, how far they have been all this time from 


 Chriftianity, whoſe Rudiments they are yet to learn; how 


far from the Way of Salvation ; how far the Race of 


their Lives is run, before they have ſet one Step in the 


Road to Heaven : And therefore, how much Diligence 
they ought to uſe to redeem all that Time they have 
loſt, leſt they loſe themſelves for ever; and be con- 
vinced, by a dreadful Experience, when it is too late, 


that the Geſpel is a Truth, and of the laſt Conſequence. 


»„— 


* — 
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T H E 


Tx v TH of Chriſtianity 


TEMONSTRATED, 
IN A 

DIALOGUE 
| BETWIXT A 


CHRISTIAN anda DRS r. 


Wherein the Caſe of the Fews is likewiſe 
_ conſidered. 


out ſo againſt your own Happi- 


Ut) CnAISTIAx. I is ſtrange you ſhould ftand-it- 
| neſs, and employ your whole 


Wit and Skill to work in your- 
ſelf a Diſbelief of any future Rewards or Puniſoments, 
only that you may live ea (as you think) in this 
World, and enjoy your Pleaſures. Which yet you 
cannot enjoy free and undiſturbed from the Fear of 
thoſe Things that are to come; the Event of which 
you Ae not to be ſure of; and therefore are ſure 
of a Life that admits not of any Conſolation, and of a 
miſerable and wretched Death, according to the utmoſt 
that you yourſelf propoſe ! 


Dis r 


3871 


Dis r. How can you ſay that? When I propoſe to 
live without any Fear of thoſe Things. I fear not Hel; 
and I have diſcarded the Expectation of Heaven, be- 
cauſe I believe neitger. 

Cnr. Are you ſure there are no ſuch Things? 
Dx. That is a Negative, and J pretend not to prove 


—— 
. 


wh > Wm 


Cnr. Then you muſt remain in a Doubt of it. And 
what a Condition is it to de in this Doubt, when the 
Iſſue is eternal Mi/ery / And this is the utmoſt, by your 
own Confeſſion, that you can propoſe to yourſelf. 
Therefore I called yours a Diſbelief, rather than a Be- 
lief of any-thing. It is we Chriſtians who belicve ; you Y 
Deiſts only diſbehieve. | 

d if the Event ſhould prove as you would have it, 
and that we ſhould all be annihilated at our Death, we 
ſhould be in as good a Condition as you. But, on the 
other Side, if the Event ſhould-prove as we expect it, 
then you are eternally miſerable, and we eternally Bap- 

Therefore one would think it the 2% Part to 
take our Side of the Queſtion. 1 4 

Eſpecially conſidering, that thoſe poor Pleaſures, for 
the ſake of which you determine yourſelves againſt us, 
are but mere Amuſements, and no real Enjoyments. Nay, 
we had better be without them than have them, even 
as to this Life itſelf. Is not Temperance, and a health- 
ful Conſtitution, more pleaſant than thoſe Pain, and 

Aches, ſick Head and Stomach, that are the inſeparable 
Companions of Debauchery and Exc; beſides the 
clouding our Reaſon, and turning ſottiſb in our Under- 

flanding? 4 | | 

De. We take Pleaſure in them for the Time; and 
mind not the Conſequences. But however, a Man 
cannot believe as he pleaſes: And therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding all the glorious and all the terrible Things you 
ſpeak of, it makes nothing to me, unleſs you can evi. 
dently prove them to be ſo. And you muſt till leave 
me to judge for myſelf, after you have done all you 
can. 


& x, 6 


Cur, 


| [ 39 ] : 
Car. What I have ſaid, is only to diſpoſe you to 
hear me impartially, and not to be prejudiced againſt 
your own neſs, both here and hereafter. 

(2.) DB. Well, without more prefacing, the Caſe is 
this; I believe a God as well as you; but for Revela- 
tion, and what you call the Holy Scriptures, I may 
think they were wrote by —5 and yood Men, who 
might take this Method of Speaking as from God, and 
in his Name, as ſuppoſing that thoſe good Thoughts 
came from him, that it would have a greater E. 
fed upon the * — ; and might couch their Morals 
under Hifories of Things ſuppoſed to be done; as ſe- 
veral of the wiſe Hqathens have taken this Courſe, in 
what they told of Jupiter and Juno, and the reſt of 
their Gods and Gadneſſes: But, as to the Facts them- 
ſelves, I believe the one no more than the other; or 
that all the Fa#s in Ovid: Metamorphoſes, or in /E/op's 
Fables, were true. | g 

Cur. You ſeem willing by this to preſerve a re- 
ſpectful Eſteem and Value for the Holy Scriptures, as 
being wrote by pious and good Men, and with a good 
Defign to reform the Manners of Men; but your Ar- 
gument proves directly againſt the Purpoſe for which 
you brought it; and makes the Penmen of the Scrip- 
tures to be far from good Men, to be not only Cheats 
and Impoſiors, but Blaſphemers, and an Abomination 
before God: For ſuch theſe ſame Scriptures frequent- 
ly call thoſe who preſume to ſpeak as from God, 
and in his Name, when he had not ſent them, and 


given them Authority ſo to do: And the Law in 


the Scriptures condemns ſuch to be foned to Death, as 
Blaſphemers. | | 

It was not ſo with the Heathen ; their Morali/fts did 
not uſe the Style of, Thus ſaith the Lord; and their 
Philoſophers oppoſed and wrote againſt one another 
without any Offence: For all the Matter was, which 
of them could reaſon beſt ; they pretended to no more. 

And for the Facts of the Fables of their Gods, them- 
ſelves did not believe them, and have wrote the Myitbo- 
bogy or Moral that was intended by them. 


Ds. 
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D. But many of the common People did believe 


the Fast themſelves ; as it is with the common People - 


now in the Church of Rome, who believe the moſt ſenſe- 
leſs and ridiculous Stories in their Books of Legends to 
be as true as the Goſþe/; though the more wiſe among 
them call them only pions Frauds to increaſe the Devo- 
tion of the People. And ſo we think of your Goſpel it- 
ſelf, and all the other Books you ſay were wrote by 
Men divinely frac : We will let you keep them to 
cajole the Mob ; but when you would impoſe them upon 
Men of Senſe, we muſt come to the Tef with you, 
Cur. That is what I deſire; and to ' ſee whether 
there are no more Evidences to be given for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, that is, of the Holy Scriptures, than are 
given for the Legends, and all the fabulous Stories of 
the Heathen Gods: And if fo, I will give up my Argu- 
ment, and confeſs that it is not in my Power to con- 
vince you. * 0 
Dx. I cannot refuſe to join ue with you upon this. 
To begin then: I deſire to know your Ewidences for the 
Truth of your Scriptures, and the Facts therein related. 
(3). Car. If the Truth of the Book, and the Fas; 
therein related, be proved, I ſuppoſe you will not deny 
the Doctrixes to be true. 13 | 
Ds. No: For if I ſaw ſuch Miracles with my Eyes, 
as are ſaid to have been done by Maſes and Chrip, I 
could not think of any greater Proof to be given, that 
ſuch an one was ſent of God. Therefore 15 your Bible 
be true as to the Fa#s, I muſt believe it in the Doctrine 
too. But there are other Books which pretend to give 
us Revelations from God, and we muſt know which of 
theſe is true. | 
Cnr. To diſtinguiſh this Book from all others which 
pretend to give Revelations from God, theſe four Marks 
or Rules were ſet down. 
I. That the Fa#: related be ſuch of which Mens out- 
ward Ser/es, their Eyes and Ears, may judge. | 
This cuts off enthufiaſtical Pretences to Rewelation, 
and Opinions which may be propagated in the _ 
| an 
2 


1 | 
and, like the Tares, not known till they are grown up, 
and the firſt Beginning of them not diſcovered, ] 

IT. That theſe Fa#s be done openly in the Face of 
the World. 7 


III. That not only publick Monuments, but outward 


Inflitutions and Actions, ſhould be appointed, and perpe- 
tually kept up, in Memory of them. . 

IV. That theſe I:/itutions to be obſerved ſhould 
commence from the Time that the Fa&#s were done; and, 
conſequently, that the Book wherein theſe Fas and In- 
fiitutions are recorded, ſhould be written at the Time, 
and by thoſe who did the Fact, or by Eye and Ear- 
Witneſſes. For that is included in this Mark, and is 
the main Part of it, to prevent falſe Stories . 
coined in After - Ages, of Things done many hundre 
Vears before, which none alive can diſprove. Thus 
Moſes wrote his five Books containing his Actions and In- 
flitutions : And thoſe of Chrift were wrote by his Diſci- 
ples, who were Eye and Ear-Mitneſſes of what they re- 
lated : And particular Care was taken of this, as you 
may ſee, Ad, i. 21, 22. upon chooſing one to ſupply 
the Place of Judas; Wherefore of theſs Mn which bawe 
companied with us, all the I ime that the Lord Jeſus avent 
in and out among us, beginning from the Baptiſm of John, 
until that ſame Day that he wwas taken up from us, muſt 
one be ordained to be Witneſs with us of his Reſurrection. 
And St. John begins his firſt Epi/le thus, 7 hat which 
was from the Beginning, which wwe have heard, which we 
bave ſeen with our Eyes, which ve have looked upon, and 
our Hands have handled——T hat which <ve have ſeen 
and heard declare aue unto you. 

I have explained this fourth Mark, becauſe the Au- 
thor of the Detection, either wilfully, or ignorantly, ſeems 
not to underſtand it. And this alone overthrows all 
the Stories he has told, which he would make a Pa- 
rallel to the Fact, of Moſes, and of Chrift ; and there. 
fore alleges that they have all theſe four Marks. But 
he muſt begin again, and own that theſe forr Marks 
ſtill ſtand an irrefragable Proof of the Truth of any 
Fact which has them all; 2 can produce a Bok 
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v hich was wrote by the Actors or Eye-Witneſſes of the 
Facts it relates, and few, that ſuch Fadi, having the 
other three Marks, have been detected to be /z//. 
Which when he can do, I will give him up theſe four 
Marks as an inſufficient Proof, and own I was miſtaken 
in them. But hitherto they have ſtood the Teſt ; for 
he himſelf will not ſay, he has produced any ſuch Book 
in all his Detection. 

If he ſays, that Fa&s may be true, tho' no ſuch Book 
can be produced for them, and tho' they have not all 
the aforeſaid Maris; I will eaſ ly grant it. But all I 
contend for is, that whatever Fa has all theſe four 
Marks cannot be falſe : For example: Could Moſes have 
perſuaded Six hundred thouſand Men that he had led 
them through the Seca, in the Manner related in Exodus, 
if it had not been true ? If he could, it would have 
been a greater Miracle than the other. The like of 
their being fed forty Years in the Wilderneſs, without 
Bread, by Manna rained down to them from Heaven. 
The like of Cbriß's feeding Five thouſand at a Time 
with five Loaves. And ſo of all the reſt. The two 
firſt Marks ſecure. from any Cheat or Impofture at the 
Time the Fas were done: And the aus laſt Marks ſe- 
cure equally from any Zmpofition in After- Ages; becauſe 
this Pook, which relates theſe Fa#s, ſpeaks of itſelf as 
written at that Time, by the Actors or Eye-Witneſſes ; 

and as commanded by God to be condald kept and 
preſerved to all Generations, and read publickl to all 
the People at ſtated Times, as is commanded, Deut. 
xxxi. 10, 11, 12. And was practiſed, 70%. viii. 34, 35. 
Neb. viii. &c. And the Iaſfitutions, y + mare in this 
Back, were to be perpetually obſerved from the Day of 
the Inſtitution for ever among theſe People, in Memory 
of the Fass; as the Paſſew:r, Exod. xii.; and ſo of the 
reſt. Now ſuppoſe this Book to have been forged a 
thouſand Years after Meſes, would not every one ſay, 
when it firſt appeared, We never heard of this Focł 
before, we know of no ſuch I»ftitutions, as of a Paſſover, 
or Circumciſion, or Sabbaths, and the many _ and 
Fall therein appointed, of a Tribe of Levi, and a Ta- 
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bernacle, wherein they were to ſerve in ſuch an Order 
of Prieſthood, &c. Therefore this Book muſt be an er- 
rant Forgery ; for it wants all thoſe Marks it gives of it- 
ſelf, as to its own Continuance, and of thoſe :/ffitu- 
tions it relates? No Inſtance can be ſhewn, ſince the 
World began, of any Bool, ſo circumſtantiated, that was 
a Forgery upon any People: I think it impoſſible ; and 
r that the four Marks are ſtill an invincible $47. 4 
of the Truth of that Book, and thoſe Fa#s wherein all 
theſe Marks do meet. | e 
But, ſince I am come upon this Subject again, I will 
endeavour to improve it, and give four other Marks ; 
ſome of which no Fa, however true, ever had, or 
can have, but the Fa# of Chrift a one. Thus while 1 
ſupport the Fact of Maſes, I ſet that of Chriſ above 
him, as the Lord is above the Servant. And the F ws 
being herein principally concerned, I will conſider 
their Caſe likewiſe as we go along. Therefore ] add 
this fifth Marl, as peculiar to our Bible, and to diſtin- 
guiſh it from all other Hiſtories which relate Fa#; for- 
merly done. | 
V. That the Book, which relates the Facts, contains 
likewiſe the Law of that People to whom it belongs, 
and be their Statute-Book by which their Cauſes are de- 
termined. This will make it impoſſible for any to coin 
or forge ſuch a Book, ſo as to make it paſs upon any 
People: For example: If I ſhouid forge a Statate- Boe 
for England, and publiſh it next Term, could I make all 
the Judges, Lawyers, and Peopl', believe, that this was 
their true and only Statute Book, by which their Caaſes 
had been determined theſe many hundred Years paſt? 
They muſt forget their old Statute- Boot, and believe 
that this zew Book, which they never ſaw or heard of 
before, was the ſame u Book which has been pleaded 
in Veſiminſter-Hall for ſo many Ages, which has been 
fo often printed, and the Originals of which are now 
Ty in the Tower, to be conſulted as there is Occa- 
n. 
Ds. I grant that to be impoſſible. But how do you 


D 2 Cur, 
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Cur. It is evident as to the Books of Maſes, which 
are not only a Hiſtory of the Jews, but their very Sta- 
tute-Book, wherein their municipal Law, as well civil 


as ecclefiaſtical, was contained. 
Dx. This is ſo indeed as to the Bocks of Moſes, to 


Which they always appealed ; ts the Law, and to the Te- 


fiimony ; and they had no other Statute-Book. But this 


will not agree to your Geſpel, which is no municipal 


Law, nor any civil Law at all, and no civi/ Cauſes 
were tried by it. | 
> Cur. The Law was given to the Jeæus as a diſtin 
and ſeparate People from all other Nations upon the 
Earth; and therefore was a municipal Law particu- 
larly for that Nation only of the Jews. But Chriſtian- 
ity was to extend to all the Nations of the Earth; and 
Chriſtians were to be gathered out of all Nations ; and 
therefore the Geſel could not be a municipal Law as to 
civil Rights to all Nations, who had each their own 
municipal Laws: This could not be withaut deſtroy- 
ing all the vunicipal Laws in the World, of every Na- 
tion whatſoever ; and then none could be a Chriſtian, 
without at the ſame time becoming a Rebel to the Go- 
vernment where he lived. This would have been for 
Chriſt to have immediately ſet. up for aniverſal and 
temporal King of all the World; as the Fews expected 
of their M:fah, and therefore would have made Ch: if 
a Ming: But he inſtructed them in the piritual Nature 
of his Kingdom, that it was not of this World, nor did 
reſpe their temporal or civil Matters ; which there- 
fore he left in the ſame State he found them, and com- 
manded their Obedience to their civil Gowernors, tho' 
H-athen, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience- 
ſake: And as to the Law of Moſes, he: left the Jews 
ſtill under it, as to their cv Concerns, ſo far as the 
R:mans, under whoſe Subjection they then were, would 
permit them: As Pilate ſaid to them, Ye have à Law; 
and judge ye him according to your Law.. be: 

But the Goſþe/ was given as the ſpiritzal and eccleſi. 
aſtical Law to the Church, whitherſoever diſperſed 
through ail Nations; for that did not interfere is 
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their temporal Laws, as to civil Government; and im 


this, the tb Mark is made ſtronger to the Gebel than 


even to the Law: For it is eaſier to ſuppoſe that any 
Forgery might creep into the municipal Law of a par- 
ticular Nation, than that all the Nations, whither Chri/- 
tianity is ſpread, ſhould conſpire in the Corruption 'of 
the Gojpe/, which to all Chriſtians is of infinitely greater 
Concern than their temporal Laws : And, without ſuch 
a Concert of all Chriſtian Nations and People ſuppoſed, 
no ſuch Forgery could paſs undiſcovered in the Goſpel, 
which'is ſpread as far as Chriſtianity, and read daily in 
their publick Offices. 

De. But 1 ſay it is diſcovered, as appears by the 
Multitude of your warious Lectiont. 8 | 

nx. That cannot be called a Forgery; it is no- 


thing but ſuch Mifakes as may very eaſily happen, and | 


are almoſt unavoidable, in ſo many Copies as have 


been made of the Goſpel, before Printing was known: 


And, conſidering the many Tranſlations of it into ſeve- 
ral Languages, where the 1dioms are different, _ 
Phraſes may be miſtaken, together with the natur 


Sli of Amanuen/es, it is much more wonderful that 


there are no more various Lections, than that there are 
ſo many. | | 6 
But in this appears the great Providence of God, in 
the Care the Chri/iians oh of this, that they have 
marked every the leaſt various Lection, even /yllabical: 
And that among all theſe there is not found one which 
makes any Alteration either in the Fa#s, or in the 
Doctrines: So that, inſtead of an Objedion, this be- 
comes a ſtrong Confirmation of the Truth and Certai 
of the Goſpe/; which ſtands thus perfectly clearof 1 
much as any Doubt concerning the Fas, or the Doc- 
trines therein related. | | 


- 


But I will now proceed to a ſtronger Evidence than 


even this, and all that has been ſaid before, which I 
have made the ſixth Mark; and that is the Topick of 

Prophecy. 
VI. The great Fa of Chrif's Coming into the 
World was prophe/ied of in the Ola Teſtament from the 
Beginning 
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Beginning to the End, as is ſaid, Lale i. 70. By all the 
bah Py ets which have been fpnce the N. wa 125 an. 
his Evidence no other Fa# ever had: For there 
was no Prophecy of Moſes, but Moſes himſelf did pro- 
pbeh of Cbriſt, Deut. xviii. 15. (applied AZ: iii. 22, 23, 
24) ; and ſets the ſeveral Promiſes given of him. The 
firft was to Adam, immediately after the Fall, Gen. iii. 
18. where he is called the Seed of the Woman, but not 
of the Man; becauſe he was to have no Man for his 
Father, though he had a Woman to his Mother : And 
of none other can this be ſaid; nor that he ſhould brui/z 
the Serpent's Head; that is, overcome the Devil, and 
all his Power. | 
He was again promiſed to Abraham, as you may ſee, 
Gen. xii. 3: xvili. 18. See this a plied, Gal. iii. 16. 
Jacob did expreſly propheſy of him, with a Mark of 
the Time when he ſhould come; and calls him SBilob, 
or he that was to be ſent, Gen. xlix. 10. | 
Balaam propheſied of him by the Name of the Star 
of Jacob, and Sceprre of Ißrael, Numb. xxiv. 17. 
Daniel calls him the Meſiab the Prince; and wells 
the Time of his Coming, and of his Death, Dan. ix. 25. 
26. | 
It was foretold that he ſhould be born of a Virgin, 
Iſai. vii. 14. in the City of Bethlehem, Micah. v. 2. 
of the Seed of Je, Ifai. xi. 1. 10. His low Eftate 
and Sufferings are particularly deſcribed, P/al. xxii, and 
Tai. lm. And his Reſurre#ion, Pſal. xvi. 10, That he 
uld fit upon the Throne of Dawid for ever, and be 
called, Wonderful, the mighty God, the Prince of 
Peace, Iſai. ix. 6, 7. The ; our Righteouſneſ;, Jer. 
xxxiii. 16. Jebowah Tfialenu (an incommunicable Name 
given to none but the Great God alone), and Immanuel ; 
that is, God with us, Iſai. vii. 14. And David, whoſe 
Son he was according to the Fleſh, called him his 
Lord, Pſal. cx. 1. | F 


The Cauſe of his Suferings is ſaid to be for the Sins 
of the People, and not for himſelf, Jai. liji. 4, 5, 6. 
Dan. ix. 26. N | FO 
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And as to the Time of his Coming, it is expreſly ſaid 
(to the Confuſion of the eau now) that it was to be 
before the Sc-prre ſhould depart from Judab, Gen. 
xlix. 10. In the ſecond Temple, Hag. ii. 7, 9. within 
ſeventy Weeks of the building of it, Dar. ix. 24. that 
is (according to the prophetical known Stile of a Day 
for a Tear), within Four bundred and ninety Years after,” 

(1). From theſe, and many more Prophecies of the 
M. fab or Chriſt, his Coming was the general Expecta- 
tion of the Jews from the Beginning; but more eſpeci- 
ally about the Time in which it was foretold he ſhould 
come, when ſeveral falſe Maſfabs did appear among 
them: And this Expefation ſtill remains with them; 
tho” they confeſs, that the Time foretold by all the 
Prophets for his Coming is paſt. + 

But what I have next to offer will be more ſtrange 
to you. You may ſay, it was natural for the Fequs to 
expect their Mfiah, who was prophefied of in their Book 
of the Law, and was to be a Few, and King of all the 
Earth: But what had the Gentiles to do with this ? 
There were no Prophecies to them. | 

Therefore what I have to ſhew you is, that theſe 
Prophecies of the Mefffah were likewile to the Gentiles ; 
For it is ſaid, that he. ſhould be the Eæxpectation of the 
Gentiles as well as of the Jews. And, Gen. xlix. 10. 
That the Gathering of the People (or Nations) ſhould be 
to him: In the Yu/gar it is rendered Eæpectatio Gentium, 


the EFæpectation of the Gentiles, He is called the Defire 
of all Nations, Hag. ii. 7. And I will ſhew you the 
general Expefation the Gentiles had of his oming 


about the Time that he did come. 
They knew him by the Name of the EA. Their 
Tradition was, that the Ef ſhould prevail; Ut valeſce- 
ret OR IE NS; as I will ſhe 
let me tell you, that the Holy Scripture often alludes 
to him under this Denomination. The Blood of the 
out Expiatory Sacrifice was to be ſprinkled towards 
e Eaft, Lev. xvi. 14. to ſhew whence the true Ex- 
piatory Sacrifice ſhould come. And he is thus fre- 
quently ſtiled in the Prophets; Zech. ili. 8. it is ſaid, 


according 


w you preſently : But firſt 
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according to the V ulgar, I guill bring forth my Servant. 


the EaxsT ; and Chap. vi, 12. Behold. the Man. whoſe 
Name is. the. .Eavt. Our Exglih: renders it in both 
Places the Branch; for the Hebrew Word, bears both 
Senſes ; but the Greek renders it 'Ava7oar, which, we 
tranſlate the Day Spring, Luke i. 78. and put on the 
Margin Sun-ri/ing or Branch. The Vulgar has it Oriens 
ex Alto, the Eaſt, or Sun riſing from on High. © He is 
called the Sun of Righteou/neſs, Mal. iv. 2. And it is 
ſaid, ai. 1x. 3. The Gentiles ſoall come to thy Light, and 
Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Riſing. © $4 
1 Now, e NY was this fulfilled in the 
Magi (generally ſuppoſed to be Kings.) coming. froni 
the Faſt, led by a Ler chte! na to = the 
Eat, to worſhip Chrift when he was born, and to bring 
Preſents unto him as unto a King? as it is told in the 
Second of St. Matthew. + 

Dz. Why do you quote St. Matthew to me? You 
know we make no more of him than of one of your 
Legend Writers ; and believe this Story nd more than 
that theſe three Kings are now buried at Cologne. 

(3.) CR. Von make great Uſe of the Legends, and 
anſwer every thing by them: And I confels they are 
the greateſt 4front to Chriſtianity ; and (if poſſible) a 
Diſproof of it, as it muſt be to thoſe who will place 
them upon the ſame Foot with the Holy Bible, as toe 
many do in the Church of Rome, and ery, we have 
the Authority of the Church for both; and they are 
taught to receive the Holy Scriptures upon the Authority 
of the Church only: But my Buſineſs is not with them 
now. I ſhall only ſay, that when they can bring ſuch 
Evidences for the Truth of their Legends, or for any 
particular Fa in them, as I do for the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in particular for the Tac of Chri/!, 
then I will believe them. | | 

De. Will you believe nothing that has not all theſe 
Ewvidences you E 

(4.) Cnr. Far from it: For then I muſt believe no- 

thing but this ſingle Fact of Chrift ; becauſe no other 
Fad in the World, no not of all hoſe recorded in 
. F 


11 


Holy Scriptures, has all theſe Evidences which the Fad | 


of Cbriſ has: And ſo God has thought fitting, that 
this great Fact, above all other Fachs, of the greateſt 
Glory to God, and Importance to Mankind, ſhould ap- 
pear with greater and more undeniable Evidence than 
any other Fact that ever was in the World. | 

Dx. We are now upon the particular Fa# of the 


Magi or wiſe Men coming to Chriſt, Have you any | 


more to ſay as to that? | 
(,.) Car. It has thoſe ſame Ewvidences that the Truth 
of the Bible in general has ; which are more than can 
be produced for any other Book in the World. But 
now as to this Fact in particular; St. Matthew was the 
firſt who wrote the Gel; and it was in the ſame Age 
when this Fact was ſaid to be done. And can you 
think it poſſible that ſuch a Fa# as this could have 
paſſed without Contradi#ion, and a publick expoſing 
of Chriſtianity, then ſo defirable, and ſo much endea- 
youred by the n Jeaus, their High Prieſts, 
Elders, &c. as the only Means for their own Preſerva- 
tion, if the Fa had not been notorious, and freſh in the 
Memory of all the People then at Zeru/alem; wiz. That 
theſe viſe Men came thither, and that Herod, and the 
whole City were troubled at the News they brought of 
the Birth of the King of the Jews ; that Herod there- 
5. gathered all the Chief Prieffs and Scribes of the 
zople together, that they might ſearch out of the Pro- 
phets, and know the Place where Chrift ſhould be born; 
and then the Slaughter of the farts, in and about 
Bethlehem, and in all the Coaſts thereof, which follow- 
ed——I ſay, could ſuch a Fa# as this have paſſed at 
that very time, if it had not been true? Could St. 
Matthew have hoped to have palmed this upon all the 
People, and upon thoſe very ſame Chief Prieſts and 
Scribes, who, he ſaid, were ſo far concerned in it? 


Would none of them have contradi&ed it, if it had 


been a Forgery ? Eſpecially when the detecting it would 
have ſtrangled Chriſtianity in its Birth. Would not 
they have done it who ſuborned falſe Witneſſes againſt 


Chriſt ; and gave large W to the Soldiers to a 
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(if poſſible) his R:/urre&ion ? Would not they have 
done it, who perſecuted CHriſtianity with all Spite and 
Fury, and invented all imaginable falſe Stories and Ca- 
lumnies NN it? Whereas here was one at hand, this 
of the Magi, which, if falſe, could have been ſo eaſily 
detected, by appealing to every Man, Woman and Child, 
I may ſay, in Feruſalem, Bethlehem, and even in all Ju- 
dea, who, no doubt, had heard of the terrible Maſacre 
of ſo many Infants, and the Cauſe of it. 
Ds. I can give no Account why the Writers againſt 
hriſtianity did not offer to contradict this Fact of the 
2 and the Magi, which is put in the very Front of 
this Goſpel of St. Matthew: And there it is called his 
(Chriſt's) Star; We have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt==As if 
God had created a new and extraordinary Star on Pur- 
poſe, as the Signal of Chrift hung out in the Heaven, 
to give the World Notice of his Birth. But did none 
of the heathen Philoſophers take Notice of this Star, or 
of this Relation 1 of it by your St. Martbeau? 
(6). Cur. Yes. For Chalcidius, in his Comment 
upon Plato's Timæus, peaking of the Preſages of Stars 
mentioned by Plato, adds, as a further Proof, E, guoque 
alia venerabilior & ſanctior Hiſtoria There is likewiſe 
another more venerable and holy Hiffory.— By which I 
doubt not he means this of St. Matthew ; for what he 
tells ſeems to be taken out of it. That, by the Ring of 
@ certain unuſual Star, not Plagues and Diſeaſes, but the 
Deſcent FA the wenerable God, for the Salvation and Be- 
nefit of Mortals, was obſerved by the Chaldeans, who vor- 
Siped this God newly born, by offering Gifts unto him. 
DE. This makes thoſe Mas? or 2vi/e Men to have been 
Chaldeans, who, I know, were the moſt noted then in 
the World for the moſt curious Learning, particularly 
in Aftronomy: And they were likewiſe Zaſt of Jeruſalem; 
ſo that it might be well ſaid they came from the Ea/, 
and had ſeen his Star in the Fa. But I cannot ima- 

ine how they ſhould read the Birth of a God in the 

ace of a noo Star 5 55 2 An oy 8 — 
them particularly to Jeruſalem, though I may ſuppoſe 
it pointed them M eſtauard. . iy 
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(7.) Can. This will be eaſier to you, wken you 
know, that all over the Eaft there was a Tradition, or 
fix'd Opinion, that about that Time a King of the Favs 
would be born, who ſhould rule the whole Earth. And 
the Appearance of this extraordinary Star in the Eaft, 
was taken by them as a Siga that he was then born. 
And whither ſhould they go to look for the Ving of 
the Jesus, but to Jeruſalem? And when they came thi- 
ther, they enquired, ſaying, Where is he that is born 
King of the Fews ? For we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, 
and are come to worſhip him. This made Herod gather 
the Prie/ts and Scribes together: And they, by ſearch- 


ing the Prophets, found that Bethl:hem was the Place: 


Whereupon the wwi/e Men went to Bethlehem. And, to 
convince them that they were right, the Star, which 
they had ſeen in the Zaſt, appeared to them again, and 
went before them, till it came and flood over where the 
young Child was : This made them rejoice with ſuch an 
exceeding great Toy. 
Dx. 5 

if you could make good your firſt Poſffulatum, of ſuch a 
current Tradition or Opinion in the Eaf? : But for this 


you have given no ſort of Proof: And all the reſt, 


which you have inferred from thence, mutt come to the 
Ground with it, if it be not ſupported. I confeſs it 
would ſeem as ſtrange to me, as the Star to the w/e 
Men, if God had (we know not how, it is unaccount- 
able to us) ſent ſuch a Notion into the Minds of Men, 
and at that time only, of ſuch a King to be born; 
and that he ſhould be a Feww (the then moſt con- 
temptible People in the World, ſubdued and conquered 
by the Romans) and that he was to be Xing of the 


Jeaus, and thence to become King of all the Earth, 


and conquer his Conquerors. The Romans would have 
looked with Diſdain upon ſuch a Notion or Fong as 
this; it would have made ſome Stir among them, if 
they had heard of it, or given any Credit to it. 


(8.) Cn. You argue right. And I will ſhew you 


what Stir it made among them; and I hope you will 
take their Word, as well = this Eaftern Tradition, as 
py 


is would go down in ſome meaſure with me, 


for 


[ 52 ] 
for the Effects it had among themſelves: Nay they 
wanted not the ſame Tradition among themſelves, and 
expreſs Prophecies of it in their Siby/s, and otherwiſe, 
So that the ſame Expedtation of the M:/ijah was then 
current over all the Earth, with the Gentiles as well as 
with the Fes. ; 
Tacitus, in his Hiflory, I. v. c. 13. ſpeaking of the 
great Prodigies that preceded the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem, ſays, that many underſtood theſe as the Fore- 
runners of that extraordinary Perſon, whom the antient 
Books of the Prieſts did foretel ſhould come, about that 
Time, from Fudea, and obtain the univerſal Dominion ; 
his Words are, Pluribus Perſuaſio inerat, antiguis Sacer- 
dotum Literis contineri, eo ipſo Tempore fore, ut waleſ- 
ceret OxIExNS, profectigue [UD A Rerum potirentur, i. e. 
Many were perſuaded that it was contained in the old 
Writings of the Prieſts, that at that very Time the EAs r 
ſhould prevail, and the JEws ſhould have the Dominion. 
And Suetonius, in the Life of Veſpaſſan, c. 1. n. 4. 
ſays, Percrebuerat ORIENTE toto wetus & conſtans Opi- 
nio, e in Fatis, ut eo Tempore, Jud A profecti Rerum 
potirentur; 1. e. That it was an antient and conſtant Opi- 
zion (or Tradition) throughout the whole Eas r, that at 
that Time thoſe who came from JuDEa ſhould obtain the 
Dominion; that is, That ſome Jeav ſhou'd be univerſal 
King. Therefore Cicero, who was a Commonwealths- 
Man, in his ſecond Book of Divination, ſpeaking of the 
Books of the S:by/s, who likewiſe foretold this great 
King to come, ſays, Cum Antiſtibus agamus, & quidwis 
potius ex Illis Libris, quam Regem proferant : quem Rome 
poſt hæc nec Dii, nec Homines, e patientur: 1. e. Let us 
deal with theſe Priefts, and let them bring any thing out 
of theſe Books rather than a Ling; whom neither the 
Gods nor Men will ſuffer, after this, at Rome. 

But he was miſtaken, and had his Head cut off for 
writing 2 Kingly Government. And others, more 
conſiderable than he, laid greater Streſs upon theſe 
Prophecies, even the whole Senate of Rome, as I come 
to ſhew you. | 

Whether theſe 6;5y/s gathered their Prophecies out * 

the 
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the Oli Teſtament, is needleſs here to examine. I am 
now only upon that general Expectation, which was 
then in the World, of this great and univerſal Xing to 
come about that Time. 

( 9.) The ſame Year that Pompey took Jeruſalem, one 
of theſe Oracles of the Siby/s made a great Noiſe, 
which was, That Nature was about to bring forth a King 
ta the Remans. Which, as Suetonius relates, in the Life 


of Auguſtus, c. 94. did ſo terrify the Senate, that they 


made a Decree to expoſe, that is, defiroy, all the Chil- 
dren born that Year ; Scnatum exterritum cenſuiſſe, ne 
uts illo Anno genitus educaretur : That none born that 
ear ſhould be brought up, but expoſed ; that is, left in 
ſome Wood or deſert Place to Jeri. But he tells how 
this dreadful Sentence was prevented; Eos gut grawi- 
das Uxores haberent, quod ad ſe quiſque Spem traberet, cu- 
raſſe ne Senatus conſultum ad rarium deferretur : That 
thoſe Seuators, whoſe Wives were with Child, becauſe 
each was in hopes of having this great Xing, took 
care that the Decree of the Senate ſhould not be put 
into the Zrarium, or Treaſury ; without which, by 
their Conſtitution, the Decyee could not be put in Exe- 
cution. And Appian, Plutarch, _ and Cicero, do 
all ſay, That it was this Prophecy o 
raiſed the Ambition of Corn. Lentulus at that time, hope- 
ing he ſhould be this King of the Romans. Virgil, a 
few Years before the Birth of Chriſt, in his 4th Eclogue 
quotes a Prophecy of one of theſe Sibyls, ſpeaking of 
an extraordinary Perſon, to be born about that Time, 
who ſhould introduce a golden Age into the World, and 
reſtore all Things, and ſhould blot out our Sin;——S7 
qua manent Sceleris Veſtigia Noftri——And calls him, 
Chara Deum Soboles, Magnum Fovis incrementum. Dear 
Offipring of the Gods, and great Son of Fove. He de- 
ſcribes a mew State of Things, like the new Heavens 
and zew Earth, Iſai. lxv. 17. Magnus ab integra Seclo- 
rum Naſcitur Ordo. A great Order of Ages does begin, 


wholly New. And as 1/aiah deſcribes the happy State - 


in the new Earth; that the Lion and the Lamb ſhould 
feed together, the Serpent eat Duſt, and that they 
"SY "  __— 


the Sibyls which 


— — —— 
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ſhould not Burt or deftroy in all the holy Mountain, 
Hai. Ixv. 25. Virgil does almoſt repeat his Words. — 
Nec magnos metuent Armenta Leones. Occidet & Serpent, 
& fallax Herba Veneni occidet. And as God introduces 
the Me/iah, with ſaying, I ail bake the Heavens, and 
the Earth, and the Sea, Hag. ii. 7. Virgil does in a 
manner tranſlate it in this Eclogue, introducing the 
Great Perſon then to be born, and the Joy that ſhould 
be in the whole Creation. 


Aſpice convexo nutantem Pondere Mundum, 
Terraſque, Traftuſque Maris, Cælumgue profundum : 
Aſpice, venturo lætentur ut omnia Seclo, 


Lo! teeming Nature, bending with its Load, 
The Earth, the Ocean, and the Heavens high : 
Behold, how all rejoice, to greet the coming Age. 


Here the Poet deſcribes Nature as in Labour to bring 
forth this great Xing, as the other Prophecy of the Sibylt, 
before mentioned, ſpeaks: And he ſays, Aderit jam 
Tempus: That the Time vas then at hand. Jam nova 
Progenies Cælo dimittitur alto: Now a new Progeny from 
Heaven deſcends. | 
And he applies it to Saloninus, the Son of Pollio the 
Conful, then newly born, as if it was to be fulfilled in 
him. But as there was nothing like it in the Event, 
ſo theſe Words are too great to be applied to any 
Mortal, or the Reign of any King that ever was in the 
World; or to any other but to the Meſiab, the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth. 

fro.) DE. But you know the Authority of theſe 
Sibyls is diſputed: Some ſay, the Chriſtians did inter- 

late them, and added to them, in about a hundred 

ears after Chri/t. 

nx. It is true, the Chri/5ans did often quote them 
_ againſt the Heathen ; as St. Paul quoted the Heathen 
Poets to the Athenians, As xvii. 28. And Clem. Alex- 
andrinus, in his Strom. l. vi. ſays that St. Pau! quoted 
the S:ibyls likewiſe, in his Diſputations with the Gentiles; 
and the Chrifiazs were called Siby/ianifs, from their 

. quoting 
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quoting the S:byls ſo often. But Origen, in his Anſwer 
to Cel/us, I. 7. challenges him to ſhew any daterpola- 
tion made by the Chriſtians ; and 4 to the Heathen 
Copies, which were in their own Poſſeſſion, and kept 
with great Care. 

But what I have quoted to you out of Virgil, was 
before Chriſt was born, and therefore clear of theſe 
Objections. 

De. Then the Jews muſt have had ſome hand in 

them ; as likewiſe in that Eaſtern Tradition you have 
ſpoke of. . 
Cn. If fo, you muſt ſuppoſe that the Fewws had it 
from their own Prophets. And this will be a ftrong 
Confirmation, that the Time of the Meiah's Coming 
was plainly told in the Prophets. 

(11.) DE. What ſay the Jesus to this? For I cannot 
imagine how they can get off of it. 

Car. Some of them ſay, That the Maß put off 
his Coming at the appointed Time, becauſe of their 
Sins: Others ſay, He did come at the Time, but has 
concealed himſelf ever ſince. 

Dsz. Theſe are mere Excu/es: Do they pretend 
any Prophecy for this ? But to what Purpoſe ? For theſe 
Excuſes ſhew, that Prophecies are no Proofs ; becauſe, 
if they may be thus put off, they can never be known ; 
and they may be put of, and put off, to the End of the 
World. | 

(12.) Cyr. But now, SIR, as to your Point. If 
this general Expe&ation, both Eaſt and We}, of the great 
King of the Jews to be born about that very Time 
that he did come, was occaſioned by the Jewwi/o Tra- 
dition of it, it ſtrengthens the Truth of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whence the Jtcaus had it. But otherwiſe, if God, 
we know not how, did ſend ſuch a Notion into the 
Minds of Men all over the World, at that particular 
Time, and never the like, either before or fince, then 
the Miracle will be greater, and the Atteſtation to the 
Coming of Chriſ ſtronger ; and, as you ſaid, it will be 
more wonderful, and more convincing to you, than the 
Star was to the avi/e Men in the Bal. 

E 4 Ds 
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Dr. I muſt take time to anſwer this. I made no- 
thing at all of this of the Magi and the Sar, and of 
Herod's ſlaying the Infants upon it; 1 thought it a ri- 
diculous Story, and to have no Foundation in the 
World. But when I Tee Suetonins telling us of the 
Decree of the Senate of Rome to deſtroy all the Children 
born that Year, and for the ſame Reaſon, for fear of 
this great King, that was then to be born; I muſt think 
there was a ſtrange chiming in of Things here, one to 
anſwer the other; I know not how it happened; By 
Chance, or how ! 

(r3.) Cn. You cannot imagine there could be any 
Concert in this Matter: That the Chaldeans, and Ro- 
mans, and Fewws, ſhould all agree upon the Point, and 
hit it ſo exactly, without any one of them diſcovering 
the Contrivance ! Eſpecially when it was ſo terrible to 
both the Romans and the Jews, that they took ſuch 
&fperate Methods to prevent it, as to deſtroy their own 
Children ! 

DE. It is ridiculous to talk of a Concert: I will not 
put my Cauſe upon that; would they concert what they 
thought their own Deſtruction? Beſides, the Fews and 
Romans were then Enemies; and the Chaldeans were far 
off, and had little Correſpondence with either of them: 
And ſuch an univerſal Notion could not be concerted. 
Whole Nations could not be truſted with a Secret ; and 


| 
too, it would be as great a Miracle as any in your \ 
t 


if they all kept it, and againſt their own Intereſt 
Bill.. 
(14.) Cur. How much more inpoſſible is it to ſup- 
poſe, that there ſhould be a Concert between different y 


Ages, between all the Ages, from Adam downwards, in 
all thoſe Prophecies of the Coming of the Mefiah ? How 
ſhould they know it but by Revelation? And would they 
have all agreed ſo exactly, as to the Time, Place, Man- 
ner, and other Circumſtances, if it had been a Forgery, 
contrived by different P.r/ons, and in different Ages? 
(15.) This is an Argument which St. Peter thought 
ſtronger than the Conviction even of our outward Senſes ; 
for, having ſet down what he, and the other two * 
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had both /cen and heard po the Holy Mount, he adds, 
We have yet a more ſure Word (that is, a ſtronger Proof) 
of Prophecy, whereunto you do well to take Seed, as unto a 
Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the Day dawn, and 
the Day-Star ariſe in your Hearts, 2 Pet. i. 19. And he 
inforces it thus, For the Prophecy came not, in old Time, 
by the Will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpale as they 


abere moved by the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Ds. I will grant his Argument ſo far, that it is 
eaſier to ſuppoſe the Senſes of three Men, or of all the 
Men in the World, to be impoſed upon, than that 
Adam, Abraham, and J, had concerted together: But I 
will not give you my Anſwer yet. Have you any more 
to ſay upon this Head of Prophecy ? | 
| Cur. I need ſay no more till your Anſwer comes; 
for you have granted that this Proof is ſtronger than 
what we ſee with our Eyes. 

(16.) But that your Anſwer may take in all toge- 
ther, I will give you ſomething further : I have ſet 
down already ſome of the great Prophecies of the Com- 
ing of Chrift, his Sufferings, Death, and Reſurrection. 
But there are others which reach to ſeveral minute Cir- 
cumſtamcet, ſuch as cannot be applied to any other Fa 


that ever yet happened, and which could not have 


been foreſeen by any but God; nor were known by the 
Actors who did them, elſe they had not done them. 
For they would not have fulfilled the Prophecies that 
went before of Chriſt, in applying them to him whom 
they crucified as a falſe Chriſt, | | 
See . then how literally ſeveral of theſe Prophecies 
were fulfilled : As P/al. Ixix. 21. They gave me Gall ta 
eat, and Vinegar to drink. Then read, Matth. xxvii. 
34. They gave him Vinegar to drink, mingled with Gall. 


It is ſaid, P/al. xxii. 16, 17, 18. They pierced my Hands, 


and my Feet. They fland ſtaring and looking upon me. 
They part my Garments among them, and caſt Lots upon my 
Veſture. As if it had been wrote after Job. xix. 23, 24. 
It was merely accidental in the Solalers; they would 
not tear his Coat, becauſe it was woven, and without 
Seam; therefore they caſt Lots for it: Thus _— 

3 


- Scripture: Again, it is ſaid, Pal. xxii. 7, 8. All they 
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this Scripture, without any Knowlege of theirs ; for 
they were Roman Soldiers, and knew nothing of the 


that fee me laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot out their Lips, 
and ſhake their Heads, ſaying, He truſted in God, that he 
averld deliver bim; let him deliver him if he will have 
bim. Compare this with, Matth. xxvii. 39. 41, 42, 43. 
And they that paſſed by reviled him, wagging their Heads, 
and —_— down from the Croſs. Likewiſe alſo 


the chief Priefts mocking him, with the Scribes and Elders, 
aid He truſted in God, let him deliver him now i 


| be will have him; for he ſaid, 1 am the Son of God. It 


is ſaid again, Zech. xii. 10. They ſhall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, His very Price was foretold, and 
how the Money ſhould be diſpoſed of, Zech. xi. 13. 
Fulfilled, Math. xxvii, 6, 7. And his riding into Je- 
ruſalem upon an A,, Zech. ix. 9. which the learned 
Rabbi Saadia expounds of the M:iab. That he ſhould 
ſuffer with - 0177 <enon Jai. lin. 12. That his Body 
ſhould not lie ſo long in the Grave as to ſee Cor- 
ruption, Pſal. xvi. 10. | 

Many other Circumſtances are told, which cannot be 
applied to any but to Chri/?. I have ſet down theſe few, 
that you may take them into Conſideration, when you 
think fit to give your Anſwer as to this Head of Pro- 
phecies: And you are to take care to find ſome other 
Fact, guarded with Prophecies, like this, or elſe you 
muſt confeſs that there is no other Fa# that has ſuch 
Evidence as this. 

17. But before I leave this Head, I muſt mention 
the Prophecies in our Bible, of Things yet to come to 
the End of the World; and of the new Heavens and 
new Earth that ſhall ſucceed. 

Dr. Theſe can be no Pro here, becauſe we cannot 


| Tee the fulfilling of them. 


Cur. You may believe what is to come, by the 
fulfilling you have ſeen of what is paſt. But I bring 
this now to ſhew you, that there is no other Law, or 
Hiftery, in the World, that ſo much as pretends to this, 

or 
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or to know what is to come: This is peculiar to the 
Holy Bible, as being written from the Mouth of God. 

ou have ſeen how the Current of the Prophecies of the 
Ol Teftament did point at, and centre in, that great 
Event, the Coming of the M:/ah. 

When he was come, then he told us more plainly of 
what was to come after him, even to the Conſumma- 
tion of all Things: And by what we have ſeen ex- 
actly fulfilled of all he told us, to this Time, we muſt 
believe what remains yet to come. 

18. How particularly did he foretel the Deſtruction 1 12 
of Jeruſalem, and the Temple, Matth. xxiv. And that 16 
that Age ſhould not paſs, till it ſhould be fulfilled? And 15 
his very Expreſſion was literally fulfilled, That there 1 | 


ſhould not be left one Stone upon another in the Temple; 
for the very Foundations of it were ploughed up by Tur- 
nus Rufus. See Scaliger's Canon. 1/agog, p. 304. 

When Feru/alem was firſt beſieged, it was fall of — 9 
tians : But the Siege was raiſed unaccountably, and for | 
no-Reaſon that Hiftory gives. In which time the Chri/- 
tians ſeeing thoſe Signs come to paſs, which Chrift had | 

foretold would precede its Deſtruction, and particularly 
laying hold of that Caution he gave, Then let them that 
are in Fudea flee to the Mountains, and that in ſuch Haſte, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


as that he that was in the Field was not to return (to Je- 

ruſalem) to fetch his Garment ; or he on the — * 

there, to ay to take his Goods with him; accordingly 

all the Chriſtians left Feruſalem, and fled to Pella, a 

City in the Mountains: And as ſoon as they were all 

gone, the Romans returned and renewed the Siege. And 1 
o it came to paſs, that when Titus ſacked the City, there l 
was not one Chri/tian found there, and the Deſtruction 

fell only upon the unbelieving Fews ; the others eſcaped, 
= Lot out of Sodom, by believing the Prediction of that 

uin. 

19. Another very remarkable Prediction of our bleſſed 
Lord, in that ſame Chapter, was, of the many falſe 1 
Chriſts that ſhould come after him; and he warned 1 
the Jeaus not to follow them, for that it would be to 15 
their Deſtruction. Behold (ſays he, wer. 25.) 7 * | 


o PIR — — 
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told you before: But they would not Believe him: And 
accordingly it came to paſs. Fo/ephus, in his Antiquities 
of the Jeaus, I. xviii. c. 12. I. xx. c. 6. and de Bell. 
Jud. l. vii. c. 31. tells of abundance of theſe fa// 
Mzeffiahs, who appeared before the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, and led the People into the Wilderneſs, where 
they were miſerably deſtroyed; the very Thing of 
which our Saviour cautioned them, wer. 26. If they 
ſay unto you, behold, He (that is, Chrift ) is in the De. 
fert, go not forth. And, de Bell. Jud. 1. vii. c. 12. Jo- 
ſephus ſays, that the chief Cauſe of their Obſtinacy, in 
that Var with the Romans, was, their Expectation of a 
Me://iah to come and deliver them; which brought on 
their Ruin, and made them deaf to the Offers of Titus, 


who courted them to Peace. th 
And ſince the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, there have 

been ſo many falſe Mefiahs, that Johannes a Lent has ot 

wrote a Hiftory of them, printed Herbone, 1697. which pi 

brings them down as far as the Year 1682, ; and tells B 

— 5 Deſtruction of the Jews in following ſe; 
em. 

20. But the next Prophecy of our bleſſed Lord, which * 

I produce, is more remarkable than theſe ; and of which E. 

tag ſee the fulfilling, in a great meaſure ; viz. That bu 
is Goſpe! ſhould prevail over all the World, and that Be 


the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it: And this pu 
told when he was /aw and deſpiſed, and had bo“ elve on. 
poor Fiſhermen for his Followers: And that 1. . Lceli- ſhe 
ion ſhould conguer, not by the Sword, like Mahomet's, 0 

ut by patient Suffering, as Lambs among Wolves. And do. 
in this State the Church endured moſt terrible Perſecu- wo 
tions, when all the Rage of Hell was let looſe againſt phe 
her, for the firſt three hundred Years, without any PL 


Help but from Heaven only; till, at laſt, by the Di- am 
vine Providence, the great Emperor of Rome, and other his 
mighty Kings and Princes, without any Force or Com- dor 
pulfion, did woluntarily and freely ſubmit their Sceptres St. 
to Chriſt. La 

No Religion that ever was in the World was ſo be- — 


gun, ſo propagated, and did ſo prevail: And hence we 
; "I aſſuredly 


[6] 
aſſuredly truſt, that what remains will be fulfilled, of 
the Promiſe of Chriſt to his Church in the latter Days. 

But I ſpeak now only of this Prophecy ſo long before- 
hand, and when there was ſo little Appearance of its 
coming to paſs, ſo far as we have ſeen already. 

Let me here remember one particular Paſſage, fore- 
told by Chriſt, concerning the Woman who 
anointed his Body to the Burying, That where- Mark xiv, 
ſoe ver this Goſpel ſhould be preached through- 8, 9. 
out the whole World, this alſo that ſhe hath 
done ſhall be ſpoken of, for a Memorial of her: And we 
ſee how it is ſpoken of to this Day. 

De. If this Book had been loſt, we had not heard of 
this Prophecy. 

Cur. So you may ſay of all the Bible, or of any 
other Book ; but Providence has fulfilled this Prophecy by 
preſerving the Book: And it is a Prophecy that this 
Book, at leaſt this Fa# of the Woman, ſhould be pre- 
ſerved for ever; and it may be preſerved, though that 
Book were loſt. 

12. De. When Prophecies are fulfilled, and the 
Events come to paſs, they a:, ꝓlain to every body; 
but why might they not have been as plain from the 
Beginning? And then there could have been no Diſ- 
pute about them; as if it had been ſaid, that ſuch a 
one by Name, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a Place, 
ſhould do ſuch things, &c. 

Car. Becauſe God having given Man Free-Will, he 
does not force Men to do any wicked thing. And it 
would be in the Power of Quicked Men to defeat a Pro- 
phecy againſt themſelves, as to the Circumſtance of Time, 
Place, or the Manner of doing the Thing. For Ex- 
ample : If the Fexws had known that Chrift had told 
his Apoſtles he was to be crucified, they would not have 
done it; they would have ſtoned him, as they did 
St. Stephen ; for that was the Death appointed by the 
Law for Blaſphemy : And they ſeveral times at- 
tempted to have ſtoned Chriſt for this, becauſe he ſaid, 
I am the Sox of God, John vii. 59. x. 31, 32, 33. 
But Crucifixion was a Death by the Roman Law. T_ 

ore 
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_ fore the Jews, to fulfil this Prophecy (but not knowing 
it), delivered Chriſt to the Romans to be put to Death: 


Yet he told them ſo much of it, that after he was cru- 
cificd they might know it; as he ſaid to them, Job. 
viii. 28. When ye have lift up the Son of Man, then ſhall 


ye know that 1 am he; and Chap. x. 32, 33, And 1, 


FI be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all Men unto 
me: This he ſaid, fignifying what Death he ſhould die. 


But they underſtood it not till they had done it: Then 


they knew what the //ting up meant. And Chap. xviii, 
31, 32. When Pilate would have had them judge him 
according to their Law, which was Stoning, they were 
cautious at this Time only, and ſaid, It is not lawful for 
ws to put any Man to Death; becauſe they were then 
under the Government of the Romans. But the next 
Words ſhew the Deſign of Providence in it, That the Say- 
ing of Feſus might be fulfilled, which he ſpake, ſignifying 
what Death he ſhould die. They had no ſuch Caution 
upon them, when they foned St. Stephen after this; nor 
the many times before, when they took up Sores to 
have foned the ſame Jeſus. 


Then again, the piercing his Side with the Spear was | 


no Part of the Roman Sentence of Execution, but happen- 
ed, ſeemingly, by mere Accident? for the Sentence of the 
Law was to hang upon the Croſs till they were dead: 
But that being the Day of Preparation for the Sabbath, 
which began that Evening, ſoon after Chrift and the 
Thieves were faitened to the Croſs, before it could be 
ſuppoſed they were dead; therefore, That the Bodies 
might not remain upon the Croſs on the Sabbath Day, the 
Fews beſought Pilate that their Legs might be broken 
(which was no Part of the Sentence neither, but done), 
leſt they ſhould eſcape when taken down : According- 
ly the Legs of the Thieves were broken, for they were 
yet alive; and the Reaſon why they broke not the 
Legs of Chriſt was, becauſe they ſaw that he was dead 
already; but, to make ſure, one of the Soldiers pierced 
his Side with a Spear, little knowing that they were 
then fulfilling Prophecies, as that a Bone of him ſhould not 


be broken: And again, They ſhall look on him whom they 
pier ced. 
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pierced: As little did the Soldiers think of it, when they 
were caſting Lots upon his Yefure: And the Chi 
Prisfs (i they had known it, or reflected upon it) would 


not have uþbrazded him in the very Word: that were fore- 
told in the xxii. Pſaln, which L have before quoted: And 
they would have contrived the Money they gave to 
Judas to have been one Piece more, or leſs, juſt 
thirty: They would not have come ſo punctually in 
the Way of that Prophecy, Tech. xi. 12, 13. They 
eweighed for my Price thirty Pieces of Siver : And the 
would not have bought any other Field with it, but eſ- 
pecially that of the Potter ; which Zechariah there like- 
wiſe mentions, 
And as the "ad of Chriſt did not know they were 
fulfilling theſe Prophecies of him, ſo neither did his Di/- 


ciples, at that time when they were ſo doing ; as it is 


ſaid, Joh. xii. 16. Theſe Things underſtood not his Diſ- 
ciples at the firſt ; but when Feſus was glorified, then re- 
membered they that theſe Things were written of him, and 
that they had done theſe Things unto him. This makes the 
fulfilling theſe Prophecies yet more remarkable, 
Where Providence ſees that Prophecies will not be 
minded, they are more expreſs and plain; as likewiſe 
where the Paffions and Intereſts of Men will hurry them 
on towards fulfilling them: Thus Alexander the Great 
is deſcribed as plainly almoſt as if he had been named, 
Dan. viii. 20, 21, 22. And it is ſaid, That this Prophecy, 
which was ſhewed him by the High Prieſt at Jeruſalem, 
did encourage him in his Expedition againſt the Per- 


fians. But it is not ſo when a Man is to do foaliſb and 


wicked Things, and Things hurtful to himſelf; for if 
theſe were told p/ainly and /iterally, it would be in his 
Power to do otherwiſe ; unleſs God ſhould force his 
Mill, and then he would not be a free Agent. | 
(22.) De. I muſt have recourſe to the Jews, in An- 
{wer to theſe Prophecies of the Maſſiab, which you have 
brought: For they, owning theſe Scriptures as Revela- 


tions given them by God, muſt have ſome Solution or 


other for them; or elſe give themſelves up as ſelf-con- 
demned, 8 
LHR, 
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Cu. The Anſwers the Jews give will convince 
you the more, and render them indeed ſelf-condemned. 
Before the Coming of Chriſt, the Jeaus underſtood 
theſe Texts, as we do, to be certainly meant of the Mz/- 
fiah, and of none other; but, ſince that time, they have 
forced themſelves to put the moſt ſtrained and contra. 
dictory Meanings upon them; for they agree not in 
their Expoſitions ; and the one does manifeſtly deſtroy 
the other: Thus that Text I before quoted, Gen. xlix. 
10. was underſtood, by the Chaldee and antient Fexwi/+ 
Interpreters, to be meant of the Meſfab. 
Vet of their modern Rabbies, ſome ſay, that it was 
meant of Maſes. But others reject that; Fir, Becauſe 
it is plain that the Gathering of the Nations or Gentiles 
was not to Moſes. Secondly, Becauſe the Sceptre was 
not given to Judah till long after Moſes. The firſt of 
it that appears was, Judg. xx. 18, when Judah was 
commanded by Gd to go up frft, and lead the reſt of 
the Tribes: And David was the firſt King of the Tribe 
of Fudah. Thirdly, Becauſe Moſes did propheſy of a 
ter than himſelf to come, to whom the People 
ould hearken, Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19. | 
For theſe Reaſons, other Rabbies ſay, it could not 
be meant of Mo/es ; but they apply it to the Tabernacle 
at Shilob. This was only for the ſake of the Word 
$hiloh ; for otherwiſe it bears no Reſemblance either 
to the Gathering of the Gentiles, or the Sceptre of Ju- 
dab. And though the Houſe of God was firſt ſet up 
at Shiloh, yet it was removed from thence, and eſta- 
bliſhed at Feru/alem ; which was the Place of which 
Moe ſpoks, that God would place his Name there, as 
I ſhall ſhew you preſently. 
This Interpretation therefore being rejected, other 
Rabbies ſay, That this Prophecy muſt be meant of the 
Me/fah ; but that by the Word Sceptre is not to be un- 
derſtood a Sceptre of Rule and Government, but of Cor- 
rection and Puniſhment, and that this ſhould not depart 
from Judah till Shiloh came; but the Text explaining 
Sceptre by the Word Larwgiver, that the Sceptre ſhould 


not depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from ag" 
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his Feet until Shih came, overthrows this Interpreta 
tion, and ſhews the [Sceptre here mentioned, to be 
meant of a Sceptre of Rule and Government. Again, 
| gave them Reſt from their Enemies round about: 
And the Land had Reſt many Years under their Judges: 
And David delivered them out of the Hands of their 
Enemies: And under Salomon they were the richeſt and 
bappieſt People upon Earth: And frequently after they 
were in good Condition, and at Eaſe: So that the 
Sceptre of Cerrefion did often depart from them before 
Shiloh came. | | 

This is ſo evident, that others of them allow this 
Sceptre to be a Sceptre of Government ; but they ſay the 
Meaning 1s, That the Sceptre ſhall not finally or for ever 
depart from Judah, becauſe the Meſtab will come and 
reſtore it to Judab again. Put this is adding to the Text, 
and making a new Text of it, and quite different-from 
the former; nay, directly oppoſite to it: For the Text 
ſpeaks only of the Departing of the Sceptre, but nothing 
of the refloring it: And. it cannot be refored till once 
it is departeq: Therefore this Expoſition, ſaying it 
Hall depart, and the Text, ſaying it Hal not depart, 
are directly contrary. 

Laſtly, There are others who throw aſide all theſe 
Excuſes, and ſay, That the Sceptre or Dominion is not 
yet departed from Fudah ; for that ſome Few or other 
may have ſome Sort of Rule or Government in ſome 
Part or other of the World, tho' we know it not. - 

De. As if the . (who hold the beſt Correſpon- 
dence with ane another of any People) could not tell 
this Place, if there were any ſuch, where they were go- 


verned by their own Laws,” and by Governors of their 


own Nation, though in SubjeQion to the Government 
of the Country where they lived ! | | 
Theſe Salvaes of the Jeaus are contradictory to each 
other; they are poor Excuſes, and ſhew their Cauſe to 
be perfectly deftitute. * £ 
But I have an Objection again this Prophecy, which 
affects both Fews and Chriftians, That the regal Sceptre 
did depart from che Tribe of Judah long before your 
vhiled came. HOT 72 g | 
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Crs... Fir/t, This Prophecy does not call the Sceptre 2 
regal Sceptre ;_ and, therefore, denotes only Government 
in the general. * 2 
- Secondly, The whole Lana and the Nation took their 
Name from Judah: It was called the Land of Judah, 
and the Nation took the Name of Jews, from Judab; 
as, before that, of Hebrews, from Heber their Progenitor, 
Gen. x. 25. And this Prophecy ſpoke of thoſe Times 
when pos ſhould be the Father of his Country, and 
the whole Nation ſhould be comprehended under the 
Name of Judah; and therefore Judah holds the Scep- 
tre where-ever a Jew governs. Beſides, the Words 
Sceptre and Throne are uſed in relation to inferior Go- 
werncrs, to tributary Kings, and Kings in Captivity, 
Thus it is ſaid that thirty-/even Years after the Cap- 
tivity of Judab, the King of Babylon ſet the Throne of 
Fehoijachin, King of Judab, above the Thrones of the 
Kings that were with him in Babylon, 2 Kin. xxv. 27, 
28. This was more than half the Time of the Capti- 
wity; and this was continued to Jeboijachin all the 
54 of his Life (wer. 29, 30.) which might laſt till the 
nd, or near the End, of. the Captivity. But, befides 
the King, the Jews had Governors of their own Na- 
tion allowed them, who were their Archoxutes, or Rulers ; 
and they enjoyed their own Laaus, though in Subjec- 
tion to the King of Babylon. The Elders of Judah 
(which was a Name of Government] are mentioned in 
the Captivity, Exel. viii, 1. And the Chief of the Fa- 
thers of Judah, and the Prieſts and the es, Exra 
j. 5.: And after the 2 they had a Tinſbatha or 
Governor of their own Nation, Ezra ii. 63. Neb. viii. 9. 
And the Throne of the Governor is named, Neb. iii. 7. Se 
that here was ſtill the Throne and — of Judab. 
And from the Time of the Maccabess to their Con- 
queſt by the Romans, the ſupreme Authority was in their 
High Prieſts ; as it was afterwards, but in Subjection 
to the Romans; and they enjoyed their own. Laws. Pi- 
late ſaid unto them, Take ye him, and judge him accord- 
ing to your Law, Joh. xviii 31.: And though they an- 
ſwered, IE is not lawful far us to put any Man to Death, 
the Reaſon is given in the next Verſe, That the 975 of 
8 fu 


eſus might be fulfilled which he ſpake, ſignifying what 
fo, he ſhould die : For Crucifixion WAS. Roman Death; 


but Stoning, by the Law of Moſes, was the Death for. 


Blaſphemy, of which they accuſed him. And they af- 
terwards floned St. Stephen, for the ſame (alleged) 
Crime, according to their own Law. Their High Priefts 
and Council had fuli Liberty to meet when they pleaſed, 
and to act according to their Law. And Chrift him- 
ſelf owns, they /at in Moſes's Seat, Matt. xxiu. 2. The 
High Prieft ſat to judge St. Paul, who applied to him 
that Text, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou Salt not revile the 
Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People, or ſpcak Evil of 
him, as the 4po/tle renders it, Ads xxiii. 5. : So that 
here the Government was ſtill in the Jeaus, though in 
Subjection to the Romans: And thus it continued till 
the Deſtrudtion of Feru/alem, and the Temple, by the 
Romans. But, ſince that time, they are diſperſed in ail 
Countries, and have no Governor or Ruler of their own 
in any, 'The Sceptre is intirely departed from them. 

Ds. It is impoſſible but the Jews muſt ſee the Dif- 
ference of their State before the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem, and ſince ; and of their Condition as to Gowern- 
ment in their ſeveral Captivities, and now in their Di- 
ſperſion. In the former, they had ſtill a Face of Govern- 
ment left among themſelves; but now, none at all. 
And their Excuſes, which you have mentioned, render 
them indeed /e/f-condemned. | | 

What do they ſay to that Text you have quoted, 
Fer.” xxxiii. 17, &c. That David ſhould never want a 
Son to fit upon his Throne, &c. You Chriſtians apply 
it to Chri/t, who was called the Son of David: But 
to whom do the Jews apply it? 

CR. Some of them ſay, That David will be raiſed 
from the Dead, and made immortal, to fulfil this Pro- 


bees“. Others ſay, That after the Mah, who is to 


e of the Seed of David, he ſhall thenceforward no 
more want a Son, &c. | 


Dr. Both theſe Interpretations are in flat Contra- 
diction to the Text. The Text ſays, ſhall newer ant. 
Theſe fay, all want for a long Time; they muſt con- 
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feſs now for near eighteen hundred Years together; and 
how much longer they cannot tell. They have had none 
to fit in Moſes s Seat, or on the Throne of David, tho' in 
Subjection to their Enemies, as they had in the worſt of 
their Captivities ; but have not now in their Diſperſion. 

But is there any Difference betwixt what you call the 
Cathedra or Seat of Moſes, and the Throne of David? 

Cnr. None as to Government: For Moſes was Kin 
in Fe/ourun, Deut. xxxiii. 5. But David was the rl 
2 the Tribe of Judab; which was to be the Name 
of 
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e whole Nation. And Chriſt was called the King | 


of the Jews : It was the Title ſet upon his Cr: But 
after him none ever had that Title to this Day. 

DE. This is not to be anſwered by the Jews. But 

ay what Perſon is it, do they ſay, was meant in the 
Ki. of Iſaiah, which you have quoted? 

Cnr. They will not have it to be any Perſon at all. 
For they can find none, except our Chriſt, to whom 
theſe Prophecies can any way be applied. Therefore, 
they ſay, it muſt be meant of the Nation of the Peas; 
whoſe Fufferinge, &c. are there deſcribed in the Name 
of a Perſen, by which the People are to be underſtood. 

De. But the People and the Perſon, there deſcribed as 
Suffering, &c. are plainly contradiftinguifhed. It is ſaid, 
ver. 8. For the Tranſereſfion of my PxOPLE was He 

iclen. And ver. 3, 4, &c. Ve (the People) eſteemed 
him not. All We (the People) like Sheep have gone aftra 

And the Lord hath laid on HIM the Iniquity of Us 
all ; that is, of the People, who are here called Wicled: 
But he is called, My righteous Servant, who did no Vio- 
lence, neither wwas any Deceit in his Mouth. Therefore 
this People and the Perſon here ſpoke of could not be the 
fame: They are oppoſed to each other: The one 
called #ighteous, the other wuicked: The one to die for 
the other, and to juſtify the other. By his Knowlege 
ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify many, 4 C. * N 

Cur. The Jews, before Chriſt came, underſtood this 
Prophecy of the Meſiab; as indeed it can be applied to 
none other. But the Fes fince Chriſt, to avoid the 
Force of this, and other Prophecies which ſpeak of the 


Sufferings 
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Sufferings and Death of the Meſtab, have invented two 
a ; one Ben-To/aph, of the Tribe of grain, who 
is to be the /afferi ab; the other Ben-Devig, of 
the Tribe of Fudah, who is to triumph gloriouſly ; and 
ſhall raiſe from the Dead all the aelites, and among 
them the firſt Meſtab, Bene ge 

Dz. Does the Scripture ſpeak of tas Maſfabs, and 
the one raiſing the other? 


Cnr. No, not a Word; but only of tb. Mae 


which ſhews it ſpoke only of ene. But it mentions the 


twofold State of this Maſiab; the firſt ſuffering, the fer 


cond triumphing : Whence the modern Ju have 
framed to themſelves theſe tue Malu. a 
Ds. This is ſhameful! and plainly to avoid the 
Prophecies againſt them. | F | 
Cur. This of Jfaiah is fully explained, Den. ix; 
24, &c. where it is ſaid, that the Mah the Prince 
ſhould be cut ef, but not for himſelf, but for the Tranſ- 
greſſions of the People, to make an Eud of Sing, aud to 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity. And that this was to be 
within four hundred and ninety Years after the Building 
of the /econd Temple, which I have mentioned before. 
Ds. I cannot imagine how the Jews get clear of this. 
CnR. They cannot. But, in Spite to it, they ſeek 
now to undervalye the whole of Daniel: though 
they dare not totally reject it, becauſe it was received 
by their Forefathers who preceded Chrift. But, about 
a hundred Years after Chrif, they made a new Difri- 
bution of the Books of the Ol Tezftament, different from 
their Fathers, and took the Book of Daniel out of-the 
Middle of the Prophets, where it was placed before, 
and put it laſt of all. But more than this; to leſſen 


the Credit of this Book, they adventured to ſhake the - 


Authority of their whole Scripture:: For they took 
upon them to make a Diſfinction of the Books of 

Scripture, and made them not all inſpired Or canonical; 
but ſome of them they called Ay/yeagn, that ia, holy 
or $iaus Books, though in a lower Claſs than thoie 


called i/þired or canonical Scriptures : And they put 


the Book of Daniel into the inferior Claſs, But in that 
2 | Book 
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Book Daniel ſpeaks of himſelf as having received theſe 
Prophecies immediately from an Angel of God. Where- 
in if he told us the Truth, it muſt be put in the higheſt 
Claſs of canonical Scripture : But, if he told us falſe, 

then this Book is quite through all a Lie, and Blaſphe- 
mou too, in fathering it all upon God! So that the 
Diſtinction of our modern Fewws confounds themſelves. 
And, fince they allow this Book of Daniel a Place 
among the 'Ay:oyexpa, or holy Writings, they cannot 
deny 1t to be truly canonical, as all their Fathers own- 
ed it before the Coming of Chrift. And, if they throw 
off Daniel, they muſt diſcard Ezekie/ too: For he gives 
the higheſt Atteſtation to Daniel that can be given to 
mortal Man; he makes him one of the 
three moſt righteous Men to be found in Exel. xiv. 14, 
all Ages; and the very Standard of Vi. 20. xxviii. 3. 
dom to the World. | | 
Dx. What do they ſay to Hag. ii. 7, 9. where it is 


| 

| 

| | 
ſaid, that Chrift was to come into the ſecond Temple? t 
- Cnr. Some of them ſay, That this muſt be meant | 
of a 7 15 yet to be built. t 
DE. This is denying the Prophecy: For it is ſaid, ver. c 
7, 1 will fl Tuis HousE awwith Glory, &c. And, ver. ( 
. The Glory of This latter Houſe —Andin THIS f 
LACE will give Peace, &c. But I am not to de- 7 
fend the Cauſe of err ar It ſeems to me very de- h 
—— J own you Chr:i/tians have the Advantage of 4 
2 

7 

4 

tl 

1 

th 


them in this. 
Cnr. And I hope it will have ſo much effect with 
you, as to make you conſider ſeriouſly of the Weight 
of this Argument of Prophecy we have diſcourſed. 
Dx. Let us at preſent leave this Head of Prophecy. 
Have you any further Evidence to produce for your 


yo ? 

(VII.) Can. I have one more, which is yet more it 
peculiar to him than even that of Prophecy. For what- 2 
ever weak Pretence may be made of ſome Prophecies fe 
among the Heathen, as to ſome particular Events, of Hh 
-little Conſequence to the World, yet they never offered to 

at that Sort of Evid-nce I am next to produce: Which in 


is, 


(nl 
is, not only Prophecies of the Fa#, and that from the Be- 
inning of the World, but alſo Types, Reſemblances, and 
xhibitions of the Fa, in outward ſenfible Inſtitutions, 
ordained as Law from the Beginning, and to continue 
till the Fa# they prefigured ſhould come to paſs. 

(t.) Such were the Sacrifices inſtituted by God im- 
mediately upon the Fall (and upon his Promi/e of the 
Life-giving, Seed, Gen. iii, 15.), as Types of that great 
and only propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin which was, to 
come, whoſe Blood they ſaw continually Bed (in Type) 
in their daily Sacrifices. | yy 

Theſe were continued in the Heathen Poſterities of 
Adam, by immemorial Tradition from the Beginning. 
Though they - had forgot the Beginning of them, as 
they had of the World, or of Mankind, yet they re- 
tained ſo much of the Reaſon of them, as that they 
had univerſally the Notion of a wicariozs Atonement, 
and that our Sint were to be purged by the Blood of 
others ſuffering in our Stead: As likewiſe, That the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats could not take away Sin, but 
that a more noble Blood was neceſſary, Hence they 
came to human Sacrifices; and, at laſt, to ſacrifice the 
Greateſt, moſt Noble, and moſt Firtuous: And ſuch of- 
fered themſelves to be /acrificed, for the Safety of the 
People; as Codrus, King of the Athenians, who facrificed 
himſelf on this Account: The like did Curtius for the 
Romans, as ſuppoſing himſelf the bravef and moſt 
valuable of them all. So the Decii, the Fabii, &c. Aa- 
memnon ſacrificed his Daughter 7phigenia for the Greek 
Army: And the King of Moab ſacrificed his elde Son 
that ſhould have reigned in his Stead, 2 Kings in. 27. 
Thus the /acrificing (not their Servants or Slaves, but) 
their Children to Moloch, is frequently mentioned of the 
Jews ; which they did in Imitation of the Heathen, as 
it is ſaid, P/a/. evi. 35, 36, 37, 38. They were mingled 
among the Heathen, and learned their Works ; and they © 
ſerved their Idol. ea, they ſacrificed their Sons and 
their Daughters unto the Idols of Canaan, &c. Purſuant 
to which Notion, the Prophet introduceth them argu- 
ing thus, Mberecuitb halt F come before the Lara, — 
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dew brn be bigh Gag? Shall 7 come before him 
| fy Ne / with Calzes of a, Year od? Wil 
th dane ot ge with WE x4. Rams, e, ten 
of Rivers of Oil ? Shall 775 ve a 4518 harn far 
en, e ms Joes for the the Sin of my 
wh 71 a vi. 6, ey were plainly fcarchin 
after a rt and adequato Setis/afticn for Sin: A 
the Rong, it neceſſary. 
1 125 bo they thought {p. But that did got 
@ it nec 
ens. The Bine of Satis . 1 2 Subject by 
itſelf, which I have 174 * ONE; in my Anſeber 
to the Examination of my laſt Pialagus againſt the Soci- 
nian. But I am not come ſo far with you yet: I am 
I 752 ſ] aking of Sacrifices, às Types of the Sacri- 
ce o 

(2.) And beſides Sgerifices in general, there were 
afterwards ſame particular Sqcrifices appointed, more 
nearly expreflive of our Redemptian by Chriff : As the 
Paſ ver, which was inſtituted in Memory of the Re- 
deinption of the Children of 1&ae/ (that is, the Church) 
out bf gott (che Houſe of Bondage of this Warld, 
where we are in Serwityde to Sin and Myer) in the 
Night when Cad flew all the ff. Bern of the Ag 
tians : But the Deftroyer was to paſs aver thoſe Houſes 
2 he ſaw the Blagd of the paſchai Lomb upon the 

wel eb and it was to be eaten with an/eauenrd 
Been g the Sixcerity of the Heart, Without any 
Mixture 2 Ta of M icledugif: Aud thus it is applied, 
1 2 v. 7, 8. Purge out therg/are the gd Lea wen, that 
be @ new Lump, at ye are unleavened. For ewen 
Gr our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us. Therefore let us 
the Feat, not with, old Leaven, neither with the 
Ep Malice aud Wickedneþs, but with the wnhleagered 
Bread 2 Sincerity and Truth, . 

{3-) There ae! a double Zxhilitiaz of Chriſt on 
the. great Nay of l which was but once a 
Lew On which Day only the Zigh Prieſt entered in- 
to the of 9 whic repreſenteg Hege, Exod. 
xxv. 40, Wild. ix * kb: IX. 24-) With the Blogs 


wr 
of the Sacrifice, whoſe Body was burnt without the 
Camp; to ſhew- God's Deteſtation of Sin, and that it 


was to be removed far from us; and that we muſt go 
out of the Camp, that is out of this World, bearin 
our Reproach for Sin, before we can be quite freed 
from it. See how exactly this was fulfilled in Cþri/, 
Heb. xiii. 11, 12, 13, 14. For the Bodies of thoſe Beaſts 
whoſe Blaod is brought into the Sanctuary by the High 
Prieft for Sin, are t without the Camp. Wherefore 
Teſus alſo, that he m ght ſanctiſytbe People with his own 
Blood, ſuffered without the Gate. Let us go forth there- 
fore unto him without the Camp, bearing his Reproach ; for 
here aue have no continuing City, but we ſeek one to come. 
The other lively Repreſentation of Chriſf's bearing 
our Sins, and taking them away from us, which was 
made on the ſame Day of Expiation, was the Scape-Goat, 
Lev. xvi. 21, 22. And Aaron ſhall lay both his Hands 
upon the Head of the live Goat, and confeſs over him all 
the Iniquit erof the Children of Iſrael, and all their Tranſ- 
greſions in all their Sins, putting them upon the Head of the 
Goat, and ſhall ſend him away by the Hand of a fit Man 
into the Wilderneſs. And the Goat ſhall bear upon him all 
their Iniquities, into a Land not inhabited : And he hall 
let go the Goat in the Wilderneſs. This is ſo plain that 
it needs no Application. | 
(4.) Another expreſs entation of Chrift was the 
brazen Serpent in the Wilderneſs, by /ooking upon which 


the People were cured of the Stings of the fiery Serpents. 


So in lookin 7 Chrift by Faith, the Sting of the 
old Serpent, t il, is taken away. And the /i/ting 
up the Serpent did repreſent Chriſt's being /i/*ed up upon 
the Croſs. Chriſt himſelf makes the Alluſion, Job. iii. 
14. As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even 


fo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoſoever be- 


lieweth in him ſhould not peri , but have eternal Life. 
(5.) He was likewiſe repreſented by the . 

For he was the true Bread that came down from 

Heaven to nouriſh us unto eternal Life, Joh. vi. 31 


EE 


1 


(6.) As alſo by the Rock, whence the Waters flow 


out to give them Drink in the Wilderneſs: And that 
Rock aas Chrift, 1 Cor. x. 4. | | 

_ (7-) And he was not only their Meat and Drink, but 
he was alſo their conſtant Guide, and led them in a 
Pillar of Fire by'Night, and of a Cloud by Day. And 


the Cloud of Glory in the Temple, in which God — 
of the 


ed, was by the Jews. underſtood as a Ty 
Meſſiab, who is the true Shechina, or Habitation of 
God. at | 

(8.) The Sabbath is called a Shadew of Chriſt, Col. 
ii. 17. It was a Figure of that eternal Ref procured 
to us by Chriſt : Therefore it is called a Sign of the 
perpetual Covenant, Exod. xxxi. 16, 17. Exek. xx, 
12. 
9.) And ſuch: a Sign was the Temple at alem: 
At Thich Place, and — other, {gr fond] wir the 
Fews were to be offered, Deut. xii. 11, 13, 14. Be. 
cauſe Chriſt was to be ſacrificed there; and, as a Token 
of it, thoſe Sacrifices, which were Types of him, wers 
to be offered only there. s 

And ſo great Streſs was laid upon this, that no Si 
of the Jeaus is oftener remembered than their Breach 
of this Command, It was a Blot ſet upon their ſeve. 
ral Reformations, otherwiſe good and commendable in 
the Sight of God, that the high Places (where they uſed 
to /acrifice) were not taken away. This is marked as 
the great Defe# in the Reformation of Aſa, 1 Kin. xv. 


24-0 Jebeſbapbat, 1 Kin. xxii. 43. of Fehoaſo, 2 Kin, 
Xii. 3. of Amaziah, 2 Kin. xv. 4. of 3 ver. 35. 


But they were taken away by Hezetiah, 2 Kin. xviii. 4. 
and the People inſtructed to /acrifice and burn Incenſe at 
Jeruſalem only, 2 Chr. xxxii. 12. Iſa. xxxvi. 7. 
_ There was likewiſe a further Deſign of Providence in 
limiting their Sacrifices to Feruſalem ; which was, That 
after the great propitiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt had been 
once offered there, God was to remove the Feavs from 
eruſalem, that they might have no Sacrifice at all (as, 
or that Reaſon, they have not had, in any Part of the 
World, near theſe eighteen hundred Years paſt) ; y - 
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ſtruct them, That (as the 4po///e ſpeaks to them, Heh. 
x. 26.), there remaineth no more (or other) Sacrifice for 
Sin. And; ſince by the Law their Sins were to be 


purged by Sacrifice, they have now no way to purge their 


Sins : And, till they return to at, they muſt have no 
Sacrifice at all, but die in their Sins. As Jeſus ſaid unto 
them, I go my Way, and ye ſhall die in your Sins. 
For if you believe not that 1 am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins, 
Joh. viii. 21, 24. | 
And Daniel propheſied 5 That, ſoon aſter the 
ab, the City of Jeruſalem, and the 
Sanctuary, ſhould be d:firoyed ; and that the Sacrifice 
tion, aud that de- 
pai ſhall be poured upon the Deſolate, Dan. xi. 
20, 27. ' 
And this Deſolation of theirs, and what was deter- 
mined upon them, was told them likewiſe by Hoſea, 


Chap. iii. 4. For the Children of Iſrael ſhall abide many 
Days without a King, and without a Prince, and without 


a Sacrifice, But he ſays, in the next Yer/e, That in the 
latter Days they ſhall return and ſeek the Lord their God, 
and David their King; that is, the Son of David their 
Prince and Me/iah ; as he is called Mah the Prince, 


Dan. ix. 25. 


Thus as Salvation was of the Jeu, becauſe Chriſt 
was to come of them, ſo this Salvation was only to be 
had at Jeruſalem, where he was to ſuffer, and by which 
only Salvation was to be had. 

(10.) DE. This Argument is to the Fews. And if 
I were a Few it would move me; becauſe they never 

long before without King, Temple, or Sacri- 


Car. But. the og of it, and theſe fulfilled as 
you have ſeen, and Chrift * ſo plainly pointed at, 
and the Place of his Paſſton, by limiting the Sacrifices to 
Jeruſalem only, and by that cauſing & legal Sacrifices 
to ceaſe throughout the World, to ſhew that they were 
fulfilled ; all this is a ſtrong Euideme to yop of the 
Truth of theſe Things, and of our 3 being the 


Miah, or Chris, who 9 propbheſſed 
2 


Dr. 


> — * — 
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Ds. I cannot deny but there is ſomething remark- 
able in this, which 1 will take Time to confider. But 
J do not ſee how the 7ews can ſtand out againſt this: 
Becauſe this Mark, given by Daniel of the Maſtab, that 
ſoon after his Death the Sacrifice ſhould ceaſe, cannot 
agree to any Aﬀter-M:/iah, who ſhould now come ſo 
many Ages after the Sacrifice has ceaſed. ; 

nx. Since we have fallen into the Subject of 

ews, I will give you another Prophecy, which cannot 

e fulfilled in any After-Me/iah whom the Jews expect: 
And it will be alſo a Confirmation to you of the Truth 
of the Prophecies of the Holy Scriptures, 

Thus God ſpeaks, Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21, 22. Thus 
faith the Lord, if you can break my Covenant of the Day, 
and my Covenant of the Night, and that there ſhould not be 
Day and Night in their Seaſon : Then may alſo my Cove- 
nent be broken auith David my Servant, that he ſhould not 
have a Son to reign upon his Throne; and with the Levites, 
the Prieſts, my Minifters. As the Heft of Heaven cannot 
be numbered, neither the Sand of the Sea meaſured: So 
«will I multiply the Seed of David my Servant, and the 
Levites that minifler unto me. 

Now let the Jcaus tell in which Sox of David this is 

fulfilled, except only in our Chrif: And how this is 
made good to the Prie/ts and Lewites, otherwiſe than 
as Iſaiab propheſied, Chap. Ixvi. 21. And I will ah 
take of them (the Gentiles) for Priefts and for Lewites, 
faith the Lord. And as it is thus applied, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 
9. and Rev. i. 6. And this evangelical Prieftbood is 
multiplied as the Stars of Heaven (which they are fre- 
quently called), not like the Tribe of Levi, which could 
not afford Priefts to all the Earth. 

And as I ſaid before of Jeruſalem, and the Sacrifice: 
there, that they are ceaſed, to ſhew they are fulfilled ; 
ſo here, after. this Sox of David was come, and his 
other Son: ceaſed ; and the very Genealogy of their Tribes, 
and ſo of Judah, is loſt, as alſo of the Tribe of Levi; 
ſo that the Jews can never tell, if any After - Metal 
ſhould appear, whether he were of the Tribe of Judab; 
far leſs, whether he were of the Lineage of David; 


nor 
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nor can they ſhew the Genealogy of any they call Le- 
Te E occaſigned by their being & rfl among al 
This is occaſio y their being difper/e 
Nations, and yet preſerved a diſtin People from all the 
Earth; though without any Country of their own, or 
King, or Prieft, or 7 _ or Sacrifice. And they are 
thus preſerved by the Prowidence of God, (fo as never 
any Nation was ſince the Foundation of the World) to 
ſhew the fulfilling of the Prophecies concerning them, 
and the Fudgments pronounced againſt them, for their 
crucifying their 22 ; and that their Cen verſion may 
be more apparent to the World, and their being ga- 
thered out of all Nations, and reſtored to Feruſalem (as 
is promiſed them) when they ſhall come to acknowlege 
their Meffahb. 

And God not permitting them to have any King or 
Governor upon Earth, ever ſince their laſt Diſperſion by 
the Romans (leſt they might ſay, That the Sceptre was 
not departed from Judah), is to convince them (when 
God ſhall take the Veil off their Heart) that no other 
M:/jah, who can come hereafter, can anſwer this Pro- 
phecy of Jeremiab, or that of Jacob, that the Sceptre 
ſhould not depart from Judab till Shiloh came. 

(11.) And it is wonderful to conſider how expreſly 
their preſent State is proph-fied of, that it could not be 
more /itera/, if it were to be worded now by us who 
ſee it. As, that they ſhould be ſcattered into all Coun- 
tries, e. as with a Sieve among all Nations, yet pre- 
ſerved a People; and that God would make an utter 
End of thoſe Nations who had oppreſſed them, and 
blot out their Names from under Heaven (as we have 
ſeen it fulfilled upon the great Empires of the ¶ rians, 
Chaldeans, and Romans, who, one after the other, had 
miſerably waſted the Jews) ; but that the Name of the 
Jeaus (the feweſt and the pooreſt of all Nations ) ſhould 


remain for ever, and they a People diſtinct from all 


the Nations in the World, though ſcattered among 
them all. Read the Prophecies expreſs upon this 
Point, Jer. xxx. 11. xxxi. 36, 37. xXxxili. 24, 25, 26. 
Avi. 28. Jai. xxvii. 7. xxix. 7, 8. liv. 9, 10. Ixv. 8. 
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Fzeb: vi. 8. xi. 16, 17. xiii. Ig, 16. ö Amos ix. 8, 9. 
Zech. x. 9. And it was ſoretold them long before, that 
thus it would be, Lew. xxvi. 44. and this ix the latter 
Days, Deut. iv. 27. 30, 31. Thus Moſes told them of 
it ſo long before; as the Afﬀter-Prophets frequently. 
And you ſee all theſe Prophecies literally fulfilled and 


fulfilling. The like cannot be ſaid of any other Na- 


tion that ever was upon the Earth ! So deſtroyed, and ſo 
preferved ! And for ſo long a Time! Having worn out 
all the great Empires of the World, and ſtill ſurviving 
them, to fulfil what was further prophe/ied of them to 

the End of the World! / | | 
Dsz. I cannot ſay but there is ſomething mp 
prizing in this. I never thought of it before. is a 
living Prophecy, which we ſee fulfilled, and ſtill fulfilling 
at this Day, before our Eyes. For we are ſure theſe 
Prephecies were not coined Yeſterday : And they are as 
expreſs and particular, as if they were to be wrote now, 

after the Events are ſo far come to paſs,  *© 
_ (12.) Cur. As the Door was kept open to Chrift be- 


fore he came, by the many and flagrant Prophecies of 


him, and by the Types repreſenting him, ſo was the 
Door for ever ut after him, by thoſe Prophecies being 
all fulfilled and completed in him, and applicable to 
none who ſhould come after him, and by all the Types 
ceaſing, the Shadcawws vaniſhing, when the Subſtance was 
come. No Maſiab can now come, before the Sceptre 
depart from Judah, and the Sacrifice from FJeruſalem; 
before the Sons of Dawid (all except Chriſ ſhall ceaſe 
to fit upon his Throne. None can come now, within 
four hundred and ninety Years of the Building of the ſe- 
cond Temple ; nor come into that very Temple, as I have 
before ſhewed was expreſly prophefied by Daniel and 
Hagga:. | 

De. I know not what the Jews can ſay, who own 
theſe Prophecies. 

Cur. They ſay, That the Coming of the Meſfab, 
at the time ſpoken of in the Prophets, has been delay'd 
becauſe of their Six:. * 

| DE, 
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Ds. Then it may be delay'd for ever, unleſs they 
can tell us when they will 
theſe Propbecies have failed, which ſpoke of the Time 
of the M:/iah's Coming: And they can never be a 
Proof hereafter ; becauſe. the Time is paſt. 
according to this, they were, made for no Parpoſe, 
unleſs to ſhew that they were al; that is, no Prophe- 
cies at all ! | . 

But were theſe Prophecies upon Condition? Or was it 
ſaid, that the Coming of ths Meſtab ſhould be delay d, 
if the Fews were finful ? 

CHr.' No. So far from it, that it was expreſly pro- 
phefied, that the Coming of the Mz/iah ſhould be in 
the moſt /fnful State of the Jews, and to purge their 
Sins, Dan. ix. 24. Zech. xiii. 1. And the antient Tra- 
dition of the Jeaus was purſuant to this, That, at the 
Coming of the Miah, the Temple ſhould be a Den of 
Thieves. Rabbi Juda in Maſoreta. And a Time of 
great Corruption. Talmud. tit. de Synedrio and de Ponde- 
ribus, &C N 


But more than this, the very Caſe is put of their 
being moſt fu; and it is expreſly ſaid, that this 
ſhould not hinder the fulfilling of the Prophecies con- 
cerning the Coming of the Me/#ah, ſpoken of as the 
Son of David, 2 Sam. vii. 14, 15, 16. P/al. Ixxxix. 30. 


3, to 37. 
: But it was prophe/fied that they ſhould not know their 
M:ffiah, and ſhould reje& him when he came; that he 


ſhould be a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence 
to them, Jai. viii. 14, 15-; and that their Eyes could 
be chfed, that they ſhould not* underſtand their own 
Prophets, chap. xxix. 9, 10, 11, That their Builders 
ſhould reje# the Head Stone of the Corner, Pfal. cxvili. 
22. And the like in ſeveral other Places of their own 
Prophets. And thus they miſtook the Prophecy con- 
cerning the Coming of Elias, whom, it is aid, they 
knew not, but did to him what they lifted ; and ſo the 
ſame of Chrift, Matth. xvii. 12. And it is ſaid, 1 Cor. 
ü. 8. That, had they known it, they would not have 


better. But however 


So that, 
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Dx. This indeed ſolves the ien, both thoſe of 
the Coming of the Meſtab, and of the Jews not know- 
ing him, and therefore rejechiag him: And likewiſe 
obviates this Excuſe of theirs: for if they were ver 

finful at that Time, it was a greater Puni/oment of their 
Sin not to Enoww, and to rye their Meiab, than his 
not Coming at that Time would have been. | 

Car. The great Sin mentioned, for which they were 
2 by ſeveral Captivities, was their Iahlatry; the 

laſt and longeſt of which Captivities was that of ſeventy 
Years in Babylon. Since which time they have forſaken 
their /ze/atry, and have never been Nationally guilty of 
it ſince, but always had it in the utmoſt Abhorrence. 
But fince their rejecting their Miah, they have been 
now near eighteen hundred Years, not in a Captivity 
where they might be ali together, and enjoying their 
own Law, Government, and Worſhip, in ſome Manner; 
but di/per/ed over all the World, without Country of 
their own, or King, or Prieft, or Temple, or Sacrifice, 
or any Prophet to comſort them, or give them Hopes 
of a Reſtoration. And all this come upon them, not 
for their old Sin of [do/atry, but from cas Curſe. they 
imprecated upon themſelves, when they crucified their 
M-/fiah, ſaying, His Blood be on us, and our Children: 
Which cleaves unto them from that Day to this, and 
is v.fible to all the World, but to themſelves! And 
what other Sin can they think greater. than Iahlatry, 
for which they have been puniſbed ſo much more ter- 
ribly than for all their dolatries ? What other Sin can 
this be, but their crucifying their Mefiah ? And here 
they may ſee their /inful State, which they allege as 
an Excuſe for their M#/iah's not comung at the Time . 
foretold by the Prophets, rendered tenfold more /fu/, 

by their rejecting him when he came. 

De. This is a full Auſicer, and convincing, as to the hi 
Fexvs. But have you any more to ſay to me? ne 
( 13.) CAR. I have one thing more to offer, which T 
may come under this Head of 7 yes, and that is, Per- th; 

ſons who repreſented Chrift in ſeveral Particulars, and ou 


ſo might be called perſonal Types. * lex 
n 


Gm. MX ] . 


. deere wa: 


r | 
And I will not apply theſe out of my own Head, but 
as they are applied in the Neww Teffament ; which hav- 
5 ing All che Marks of the Old Tefiament, and ſtronger 
Evidence than theſe, in thoſe Marks we are now upon, 
their Authority is indiſputable. . 
_.. (1) I begin with Adam, who gave us Life, and 
Death too: And Chriſt came, by his Death, to reſtore us 
to Life again, even Life Eternal. Hence Chriſt is called 
the /econd Adam, and Adam is called the Figure of Chrift. 
The Parallel betwixt them is inſiſted on, Rom. v. 12. 
to the End, and 1 Cor. xv. 45, to 50. Eve received 
her Life from Adam, as the Church frem Chrift, She 
was taken out of the Side of 44am, when he was in a 
dead Sleep ; and after Chrift was dead, the Sacraments of 
Water and Blood flowed out of his Side; that is, Bap- 
tiſm, whereby we are born into Chrift ; and the Sacra- 
ment of his Blood, whereby we are nouriſoed into eternal 
Life. 
| 125 Enoch was carried up bodily into Heaven; as 
Eljah : One under the Patriarcha/, the other under 
the ſega / Diſpenſation. In both, the Aſcemſion of Chrif 
was pre gured. | 
(3-) Noah, à Preacher of e to the old 
World, and Fatber of the new; who ſaved the Church 
by Water. The like Figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, 
doth alſo now ſave us, 1 Per. iii. 20, 12. | 
(4.) Melchiſedeck, that is, King of Righteouſneſs, and 
King of Peace, and Prieſt of the moſt high God; who 
was made like unto the Sos of God, a Prioſt continually, 
Heb. vii. 1, 2, 3. | 21 15 
(5.) Abrabam, the Friend of God, and Father of the 
Faithful, the Heir of the World, Rom. iv. 13. In whom 
all the Nations of the Earth are bleſſed, Gen. xviii. 18. 
(6.) Jaac, the Heir of this Promiſe, was born after 
his Father and Mother were both paſt the Age of Ge- 
neration in the Courſe of Nature, Ger. xvii. 17. xviii. 
it. Rom. iv. 19. Heb. xi. 11, fz. The neareſt Type 
that could be to the Generation of Chriſt wholly with · 
out a Man. And his Sacrifice had a very near Re- 
ſemblance to the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt, oy lay 
ree 
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three Days in the Graue; and {/aar was three Days a 
dead Man (as we ſay in Law) under the Sentence of 
Death, Gen. xxii. 4. whence Abraham received him in 
a Figure, Heb. xi. 19. that is, of the Refarrection of 
Chriſt. And Abraham was commanded to go three 
Days Journey, to ſacriſce aac upon the ſame Moun- 
tain (according to the Antients) where Chrift was cru- 
cified, and where Adam was buried. Again, the com- 
mon Epithet. of Chrift, i. e. The only begotten of the 
Father, and his beloved Son, were given to //aac, 
Gen. xii. 2. Heb. xi. 17. For be was the any Son that 
was begotten in that miraculous Manner, after both his 
Parents were decayed by Nature. And he was the 
only Son of the Promiſe ; which was not made to the 
Seed of Abraham in general, but in I/aac Gall thy Seed 
be called, Gen. xxi. 12. He faith not, and to Seeds," as 
of many, but as of one. And to thy Seed ; which is.Chriſt, 
Gal. = 16. * by | TEA 
And as aac, which ſignifies rejoicing, or [aughin 
for Jey, was thus the on/y — of 2 — 15 
Abram ſigniſies the g/orious Father ; and Abraham (into 
which his Name was changed on the Promiſe of 1/aac, 
Gen, xvii: 5. 16.) ſignifies the Father of 2 Multitude, to 
expreſs the Coming in of the Gentiles to Chriſt, and the 
Increaſe of the Gofþe/; whence it is there ſaid to 
Abraham, a Father of many Nations have I made thee. 
= in thy Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhall be 
3 5 * 
\ _ who was born by Promiſe of a Free-Woman, re- 
preſented the Chriſtian Church; in Oppoſition to-Ifmae!, 
who was born after the Fleſh, of 'a Bond- Maid, and 
ſignified the Few; Church under the Law. See this 
Allegory carried on, Gal. iv. 21. to the End. | 
(..) Jacob, his Viſion of the Ladder (Gen. xxviii. 12.) 
ſhews the Intercourſe which was opened by Chrift be- 
twixt Heaven and Earth, by his making Peace. And 
to this he alludes, when he ſays, Hereafter you ſhall 


fee Heaven open, and the Angels of God aſcending and 


deſcending upon the Son of Man, John i. 51. * 
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And Jacob's Wreſtling with the Ange! (Gen. xxxii. 


24, Cc. Hoſ. xii. 4.) and, as it were, prevailing over 


him by Force to ble him, ſhews the ſtrong and power- 
ful Interceſtom of Chriſt: Whereby (as he words it, 
Matth. xi. 12.) H. Juffereth Violence, and the violent 
take it by Force. Whence the Name of Jacob was then 
turned to 1/rae/; that is, one who prevails upon God, 
or has Power over him ; God repreſenting himſelf here 
as overcome by us. And the Name of Thael was ever 
after given to the Church; but much more ſo when 
Chriſt came, as he ſaid, Matth. xi. 12. From the Days 
of John the Baptiſt until now, the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffereth Violence, &.; "that is, from the firſt Pro- 
mulgation of Chrift being eome, thenceforward the 
Gentiles began to preſs into the Goſpel, and, as by Force, 
to take it from the Fews. This was fignified in the 
Name Jacob, that is, a Supplanter ; for the Gentiles here 
ſupplanted their elder Brother the Jews, and ſtole the 
Bleſfing and Heirſbip from them. | 

(8.) Jeſepb was ſold by his Brethren out of Emvy ; 
but it proved the Preſervation of them and all their 
Families. And Chrift was ſold by his Brethren out of 
Envy, Mark xv. 10. which proved the Means of their 
Redemption. And Chrift, as Jeſeph, became Lord over 
a} 55 | — rt — 

(9.) Moſes calls ; 2 ike unto himſelf, 
Dow. xXviii. 18, He nt. oh Chriſt, the great Law- 
giver. And his delivering Mael out of Egypt was a 
Type of Cbriſt's delivering his Chureb from the Bondage 
of Sin and Hell. | | 

(10.) Joſhua, called alſo Jeſus, Heb. iv. 8. over- 
came all the Enemies of 1/-ae/, and gave them Pofleſ- 
ſion of the Holy Land, which was a Type of Heaven. 
And Chrift appeared to Fo/hna, as Captain of the Hoff 
of the Lord, Fo. v. 14. So that Joſbua was his Lieute- 
nant repreſenting him. wy 

(11.) Sampſon, who, by his ſingle Valour and his own 
Nr overcame the Philiſtines, and flew more at 
his Death than in all his Life, was a Repreſentation of 


Ghrift, who trod the Wine-preſs alone, and of the "_ 
£ there 
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there wwas none with him; but his ewun Arm brought him 
Salvation, Iſai, Ixiii. 3. 5. But his Death completed 


7 his Victory; whereby he overcame all the Rower of the 


Enemy, and Roving here Principalities and Powers, he 
made a Shew of openly, triumphing over them in his 
Croſs, Col. ii. 15. 3k F 
(12,) David, whoſe Sen Cuxis r is called, ſpeaks 
gently of him in his own Per/ſon, and in Events 
which cannot be applied to David, as P/al. xvi. 10. 
Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine Holy 
One to fee Corruption. For David has ſeen Corruption. 
Chriſt is ſaid to fit upon the Throne of David, Iſai. ix. 7. 
And Chri/t is called by the Name of David, Ho. iii. 5. 
and frequently in the Prophets. | 


David from a Shepherd became a King and a Prophet; | 


denoting the threefold Office of Chrift, Paſtoral, Regal, 
Iz.) Solomon, the aui] of Men; his peaceable and 
magnificent Reign repreſented the triumpbal State of 
2 Kingdom, which is deſcribed, Pſal. Ixxii. (in- 
ſcribed for Solomon, there called the King's Son) but far 
exceeding the Glory of his Reign, or what can. poſſibly 
be applied to him, as wer. 5. 8. 11. 17: But his Reign 
came the neareſt of any to that ani verſal and glorious 


and Prophetical. 


| AE deſcribed ; particularly in his being choſen 
to 


d the Temple, becauſe he was a Man of Peace, 
and had ſhed no Blood, like Dawid his Father, who 
conquered the Enemies of Hrael; but Solomon built the 
Church, in full Peace; and as it is particularly Tet down, 
1 Kings vi. 7. And no doubt he was ordered by God ſo 
to do, That the Houſe, when it was in building, was 
built of Stone made ready before it was brought thither : 
So that there was neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool 
of Iron heard in the Houſe while it was in building. 

Vhich did denote that the Church of Chrift was to be 
built not only in Peace, but without Noiſe or Confuſion ; 
as 1/aiah 2 of him, chap. xlii. 2. He all not 
cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in the 


Street: a bruiſcd Reed ſhall he not break, &c. He was 
not to conguer with the Sv, as the Hraelites Tn 
TY! naan ; 


(8 ] 
Canaan; but to overcome by Meckne/5, and doing Good 
to his Enemies, and patiently ſuſßering all Irjuries from 
them. And ſo he taught his Followers, as St. Paul 
ſays; 2 Tim. ii. 24. The Servant of the Lord muſt not. 
Ari ve, but be gentle unto all Men— lu Meekneſs inflrufting 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, &C. od 
And I cannot think but there was ſome Imitation 
of this peaceable Temple of Solomon in the Temple of 
Janus among the Romans; for that was never to be 
but in time of Peace, which happened rarely amon 
them ; but three Times in all their Hifory. The 1 
was in the 4 of 1, in which time Chriſt came 
into the World, when there was a proſound and uni- 
verſal Peace. And ſo it became Prince of Peace, 
whoſe Birth was thus proclaimed by the Angeli, Luke ii. 
14. Glory to God on High, and on Earth Peace, Goods 
will towards Men. But to go on. { 
(14.) Jenab's being three Days and Nights in the 
Belly of the Whale, was a Sign of Chrift's being ſo long 
in the Heart of the Earth, Chriſt himſelf makes the 
Alluſion, Marth. xii. 10. £1 23.4 70 
(15. ) But as there were ſeveral Perſons, at ſeveral 
times, repreſenting and prefiguring ſeveral Particulars 
of the Lift and Death of Chrift ; ſo there was one 
ſtanding and continual Repreſentation of him appointed 
in the Perſon of the High Prieft under the Law ; who 
entering into the Holy of Holies once in a Year, with the 
Blood of the great Expiatory 1 and he only, to 
make Atonement for Sin, did lively repreſent our great 
High Prieft, entering into Heaven, once for all, with 
his own Blood, to expiate the Sins of the whole World. 
This is largely inſiſted upon in the Epifle. to the He- 
brews, Chap. vii. viii. ix. x. | 455] 
And our Deliverance by the Death of Chrift is re- 
preſented, as in a Pi#ure, in that Ordinance of the 
Law, That the Man: layer, who fled to one of the Cities 
of Refage, (which were all of the Cities of the Lewites ) 
ſhould not come out thence till the Death of the High 
Prieſt; and no Satisfaction be taken till then; and then 
| kh | he 
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be ſhould' be acquitted, and return into the Land of hi; 
P #, Numb. xxxv. 6. 25, 26, 27, 28. | 
And I doubt not but the Gentiles had from hence 

their Ala, or Temples of Refuge for Criminals. - 

(.) D. There is a Re/emblance in theſe Things: 
But I would not have admitted them as a Proof, if 
you had not {ſupported them, at leaſt moſt of them, 
with the Authority of the New Tefament. And it was 
Not neceſſary that every one ſhould be named in it; 
for thoſe that are named are only occaſionally : And 
I muſt take time to conſider of the Evidences you have 
brought for the Authority of the New Teftament ; which 
you have made full as great, if not greater, than the 
Ewvidences for the Old Teftament. | 

Car. I may ſay greater, upon this Head of Prophe- 
cies and Types ; becauſe theſe are no Proofs till they are 
fulfilled. Though then they prowe the Truth of theſe 

Prophecies and Types; and ſo the one confirms the other: 
But the whole Evidence of the Law is not made appa- 
rent, till we ſee it fulfilled in the Go/pe/. For which Rea- 
ſon I call the Ge the ſtrongeſt Proof, not only as to 
+ itſelf, but likewiſe as to the And the Jews, as 
much as in them lies, have invalidated this ſtronger 
lee: 9 the Old Teftament, which is the fulfling of it 
in the New. Nay they have rendered theſe Prophecies 
falſe ; which, they ſay, were not fulfilled at the Time 
they ſpake of, and never now can be fulfill. And 
as no Fact, but that of our Chrift alone, ever had the 
Evidence of Prophecies and Types from the Beginning, ſo 

_ can any other Fad have it now while the World 

(2.) Dz. Why do you ſay, Newer can have it? For 

may not God make what Fact he pleaſes, and give it 
what Evidence he pleaſes? - bel? 

- Cnr. But it cannot have the Evidence that the Fa# 
of Chriſt has, unleſs at that Diſtance of Time hereaf- 
ter, as from the Beginning of the Vorld to this Day. 
Becauſe God took care that the Evidence of Christ 
ſhould commence from the very Beginning, in the 9 
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17 1 
of him made to Adam; and to be renewed by che 
Prophets in all the After- Ages till he ſnould come. And 
the Euidenre of him after his —— (in which I have 
inſtanced, and which continues to this Day) before it 
can belong to any other, muſt have the ſame Compaſs 
of Time that has gone to confirm this Evidence; elſe 
it has not the SEE vidence. * | 
.) De. By this Argument Evidence grows 

* er the longer it — ſince you ſay, that 
the Prophecies of the Scriptures reach to the End of the 
World 5 and ſo will be further and further fulf//ing 
ev ay. | 

This is contrary to what one of your Doctors has ad- 
vanced, who pretends to calculate 
the Age of Evidences, that in ſuch a Craig. Theo- 
Time they decay, and in ſuch a Time logiz Chriſti- 


muſt ie; And that the Evidence of anz Principia 


Chriſtianity, having laſted ſo long, is Mathematica, 
upon the Decay, and muſt wear out 1699. 
ſoon, if not ſupplied by ſome freſh _ 
and new Evidence. | 


| Cur. This may be true as to Fables, which have no 


Foundation ; but is that- Prophecy I mentioned to you, 
of the er and yet wonderful Pręſer vation, of the 
Jews, leſs evident to you, becauſe it was made fo long 
ago? 

597 No. It is much more evident for that. If I 
had lived at the Time when thoſe 'Prophecies were 


made, I fanſy I ſhonld-not have believed one Word of 


them; but wondered at the 4/zrance of thoſe who 


ventured to foretel ſuch improbable and almoſt impoſſible 


Things. 

And I ſhould have thought the ſame of what you 
have told me of your Chrift foretelling the Progreſs 
of his Goſpel, at the firſt ſo very ſlender Appearance of 
it, and by the weak and improbable Meuns, as only 
ſuffering and dying for it; which, to me, would have 
ſeemed perfect * 2 giving up the Cauſe. 1 
ſhould have thought of them (as of others) who pro- 
pheſy of Things after their Time, that they might = 
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chis Caſe, I think there is an i allible Aſſurance, as 
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be contradicted while they live. But my ſeeing fo 
much of theſe Prophecies concerning the Jeaus, the 
Progreſi of the Goſpel, come to paſs ſo long Time after, 
D ee thing that makes me lay a Szre/s upon them, 
and which makes them ſeem wonderful to me. 

Cur. When the Prophecies ſhall all be fully com- 
pleted at the End of the World, they will then ſeem 


ſtrongeſt of all. They will then be undeniable, when 


Chrift ſhall viſibly deſcend from Heaven (in the ſame 
Manner as he aſcended), to execute both what he has 
promiſed and threatened. And, in the mean time, the 
Prophecies loſe none of their Force, but their Evidence 
increaſes, as the Light ſoineth more and more unto the 
perfect Day. 60 

(VIII.) De. I obſerve you have made no Uſe of that 
common Topic of the Truth and Sincerity of the Pen- 
men of the Scriptures, and what Intereſt they could have 


in ſetting up theſe Things, if they had been fa//e. For 


this can amount at moſt. but to a Probability. And 

you having produced thoſe Ewvidences which you think 

infallible, it might ſeem a leſſening of your Prof to 

inſiſt r bare Probabilitics. So that, I ſuppoſe, you 
ive that up. 

(1,) Cuz.) No, S1s, I give it not up, though I have 
not made it the chief Foundation of my Argument. And 
if it were but a Probability, it wants not its Force; for it 
is thought unreaſonable to deny a flagrant Probability, 
where there is not as flrong a Probability on the other 
Side; for then that makes a Doubt: But otherwiſe, 
Men generally are ſatisfied with Probabilities, for there 
is the greateſt part of our Knowlege. If we believe 
nothing but what carries an infallible Demonſtration 
along with it, we muſt be Sceprics in moſt Things in 
the World: And ſuch were never thought the 4 
Men. oo 1 | 
But beſides, a Probability may be ſooner diſcerned 
by ſome, than the Jnfallibihity. of a Demonſtration. 

herefore we muſt not lay aſide Probabilities. But, in 
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infallible as the Senſes of all Mankind. And I ſuppoſe 
you will not aſk a greater. ; 

(2.) Ds. How can you ſay that? When the ſuffer- 
ing of Affi&ions, and Death itſelf, is but a Probability 
of the Truth of what is told us. Becauſe ſome have 
ſuffered Death for Errors. 

Cur. But then they thought them true. And Men 
may be deceived in their Judgments : We ſeem any Ex- 
amples of it. But if the Facts related be ſuch, as that 
it is impoſſible for thoſe who tell them to be impoſed upon 
themſelves, or for thoſe to whom they are told to be- 
liebe them, if not true, without inppating an univerſal 
Deception of the Senſes of Mankind, then, I hope, I 
have brought the Caſe up to that infallible Demonſtra- 
tion I promiſed. And this is the Caſe of the Fas re- 
lated in Holy Scripture. They were told by thoſe who 
ſaw them, and did them; and they were told to thoſe 
who /aw them likewiſe themſelves ; and the Relaters 
appealed to this. So that here could be no Deceit. 

E. I grant there is a great Difference betwixt Er. 
yors in Opinion, and in Fa#: And that ſuch Fact: as 
are told of Mo/es and of Chriff, could not have 
upon the People then alive, and who were ſaid to have 
ſeen them. And I find that both Moſes, Chrift, and the 
Apoſtles, did appeal to what the People they ſpoke to. 
had /eex themſelves. | | 

Cux. With this Conſideration, their patient Sufer- 
ing even unto Death for the Truth of what they taught, 
will be a full Demon/tration of the Truth of it. | 

(3). Add to this, That their Enemies who ferſccuted 
them, the Romans as well as Jews, to whom they ap. 
pealed as Witneſſes of the Facts, did not offer to deny 
them: That none of the Apeſtates from Chriſtianity did 
attempt to detect any Falhood in the Fa#s ; though they 
might have had great Rewards if they could have done 
it; the Roman Emperors being then Perſecutors of Chri- 
ſianity, and for three hundred Years after Chrift. And 
Julian the Emperor afterwards turned Apoftate, who had 
been initiated in the Sacre of Chriſtianity ;. yet could. 
not he detect any of the Fat. 1 


1 

_ (4.) And it was a particular Providenee for the fur. 
ther Evidence of Chriſtiazity, That all the civil Govery. 
ments in the World were againſt it for the firſt 7þrce 
hundred Years, leſt it might be ſaid (as it is ridiculouſly 
in your Amiutor ], That the Awe of the civil Government 
might hinder thoſe who could make the Derection. 

Now, Sts, to apply all that we have ſaid, I defire 
you weuld compare theſe Ewigences I have brought for 
8 with thoſe that are pleaded for any other 

IDTO0R 

here. are but four in the World, viz. Chriſtianity, 
Judaiſn, Heatheniſm, and Mahometiſm. i 
(.) Chriftianity was the Firſt. For from the firſt 
Promiſe of Chrif made to Adam, during the Patriarchal 
and Legal Diſpenſations, all was Chriſtianity in Type, as 
J have ſhewed. | | 
And as to Moſes and the Law, the Jexvs can give no 
Evidence for that, which will not equally abi the 
Truth of Chriſt and the Go/pe/. Nor can they diſprove 
the Fa#s of Chrift by any Topic, which will not like- 
wiſe diſprove all thoſe of Mees and the Prophets. 
So that they are hedged in on every Side. They muſt 
either renounce Moſes, or acknowlege Chrift. 

Moſes and the Law have the firſt „je Evidences, but 
ey e not the fxth and the ſeventh, which are the 

ongeſt. 

This is as to Judaiſi before Chriſ came. But ſince, 
as it now ſtands in Oppaſition to Chniſtianity, in favour 
of any future Me/rahb, it has none of the Ewvidences at 
all. On the eontrary, their own. Prophecies and Jet 
make againſt them My their Prophecies are fulfilled, and 
their Types are wu, and cannot belong to any other 
Hab who. ſhould come hereafter. They ſtand now 
more naled than the Heathens or the Mahbometans. 

(2.) Next for H:-atheni/m ; ſome of the Fat, recorded 
of their*Gods have the frft and ſecond Evidences, and 
fome the thiru; but not one of them the fourth, or any 
ef the other Evidences. | 

But, truly and ſpeaking, and if we will 
take the Opinion of the Heathens themſelves, they were 
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no FaFs at all; but mythological Fables, invented to 
expreſs ſome moral Virtues or Vices, or the Hiſtory of 
Nature, and Power of the Elements, &c. As likewiſe 
to turn great Part of the Hiftory of the Old Teftament 
into Fable, and make it their own, for they diſdained 
to borrow from the Jews. They made God; of Men, 
and the moſt vicious too: Inſomuch that ſome of their 
aviſe Men thought it a Corruption of Youth, to read 
the Hiſtory of their Gods, whom they repreſented as no- 


torious Liars, Thieves, Adulterers, & c. though they had 


ſome Mythology hid under all that. 

And as Men were their Gods, ſo they made the f 
Man to be Father of the Gods, and called him Saturn; 
not begot by any Man, but the Son of Cælus and Veſta, 
that is, of Heaven and Earth. And his maiming his 
Father with a ſteel Scythe, was to ſhew how Heawen it- 
ſelf is impaired by Time, whom they painted with 
Wings, — a Scythe mowing down all Things. And Sa- 
turn eating up his own Children, was only to expreſs 
how Time devours all its own Productions. And his 


being depoſed by Jupiter his Son, ſhews, That Time, 


which wears away 

ſelf at laſt. 
Several of the Heathen Authors have given us the 

Mythology of their Gods, with which I will not detain 


other Things, is worn away it- 


ou. 
They expreſſed every thing, and worſhiped every 


thing, under the Name of a God; as the God of Sleep, 
of Mufick, of Eloguence, of Hunting, Drinking, Love, 
Tu &c. They had above Thirty thouſand of them. 

nd in what they told of them, and as they deſcribed 
them, they often traced the /acred Story. 

Ovid begins his Mctamorphojes with a perſect Poetical 
Verſton of the Beginning of Gene/is, Ante Mare & Ter- 
Pas Then goes on with the Hiſtory of the Crea- 
tion; the Formation of Man out of the Duſt of the 
Tarth, and his being made after the [mage ob God, and 
to have Dominion over the inferior Creatures. Then 
he tells of the general Corruption, and the Graz# be- 
fare the Flood, when the * was filled with Violence; 
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for which all Mankind, with the Beaſts and the Foo}, 
were deſtroyed by the univerſal Deluge; except only 
Deucalion and Pyrrha his Wife, who were ſaved in a 
Beat, which landed them on the Top of Mount Par- 
naſſus; and that from theſe two the whole Earth was 
Tepeopled. I think it will .be needleſs to detain the 
Reader with an Application of this to the Hiſtory of 
the Creation ſet down by Moſes, of the Flood, and the 
Ark wherein Noah was ſaved, and the Earth repeopled 
by him, e. . | 

And Noah was plainly intended likewiſe in their 
God Janus, with his two Faces; one old; looking back- 
ward ta the oi World that was deſtroyed; the other 


young, looking forward to the zew World that was to 


ſpring from him. 

So that even their turning the Sacred Hiftory into 
Fable, is a Confirmation of it. And there can be no 
Compariſon betwixt the Truth of the Fa#s, ſo at- 
ſeſted as I have ſhewed, and the Fables that were made 
from them. | 

(3.) Laſtly, as to the Mahometen Religion, it wants 
all the Ewidences we have mentioned: For there was no 
Miracle ſaid to be done by Mahomet publicly, and in 
the Face of the World, but that only of conquering 
with the Sword. Who ſaw his Mera, or Journey from 
Mecca to Jeruſalem, and thence to Heawen, in one Night, 
and back in Bed with bis Wife in the Morning ? Who 
was preſent and heard the Converſation the Moon had 
with him in his Cave? It is not ſaid there was any 
Witneſs. And the Alcoran, c. vi. excuſes his not work- 
ing any Miratles te prove his Miffon. They ſay, 
that Moſes and Chriſt came to ſhew the Clemency and 
Goodneſs of God, to which Miracles were neceſlary ; 


but that Mahomet came to ſhew the Power of God, 


to. which no Miracle was needful but that of the 

Sword. | 

| (1.) And his Alcoran is a Rbapſody of Stuff without 

Head or Tail, one would think wrote by a Madman, 
ith ridiculous Titles, as the Chapter of the Cow, of 

the Spider 7 &c. : | — 


And 
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And their Legend are much more ſenſeleſs than thoſe 
of the Papiſts ; as of an Angel, the Diſtance betwixt 
whoſe two Hands is /*venty thouſand Days Journey. 
Of a Cow's-Head with Horns which have forty thouſand 
Knots, and forty Days Journey betwixt each Knot. And 
others which have ſeventy Mouths, and every Mouth 
ſeventy Tongues, and each Tongue praiſes God ſeventy 
Times a Day, in ſeventy different Idioms. And of Wax 
Candles before the Throne of God, which are ffty Years 
Journey from one End to the other. The Alcoran ſays, 
the Earth was created in taro Days, and is ſupported 
by an Ox which ſtands under it, upon a avhite Stone, 
with his Head to the Eaſt, and his Tail to the Ves, 
having forty Horns, and as great a Diſtance betwixt 
every Horn as a Man could walk in a thouſand Year 
Time. | | 

Then their Deſcription of Heaven, in a full Enjoy- 
ment of Vine, Women, and other like groſs ſenſual 
Pleaſures. 

(2.) When you compare this with our Holy Scripturer, 
you will need no Argument to make you ſee the Differ- 
ence. The Heathen Orators have admired the /ub/;me 
of the Stile of our Scriptures. No Writing in the World 
comes near it, even with all the Diſadvantage of our 
Tranſlation ; which, being obliged to be /iteral, muſt loſe 
much of the Beauty of it. The Plainneſs and Suc- 
cinctneſi of the hiftorical Part, the Melody of the P/alms, 
the Inſtruction of the Proverbs, the Majeſiy of the Pro- 
phets, and, above all, that eaſy Sæveetneſt in the New 
Teftament, where the Glory of Heaven is ſet forth in a 
grave and moving Expreſſion, which yet reaches not 
the Height of the Kabel ; not like the Flights of Rheto- 
ric, which ſet out ſmall Matters in great Words. But 
the Holy Scriptures touch the Heart, raiſe Eæpectation, 
confirm our Faith, give Peace of Conſcience, and Foy in 
the Holy Ghoft, which is inexpreſſible. All which you 
will experience when you once come to believe: You 
will then bring forth theſe Fruits of the Spirit, when 
you receive the Word with pure A Fection, as we pray 
in our Litany. 
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13.) But, Sia, if there is Truth in the Moran, then 

the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God; for the Alcorar 
; ſays ſo, that it was ſent to confirm them, even the 
j Scriptures of both the Oli and New Teftlament. And it 
: expreſly owns our Jeſus to be the Mefiah. At the End 
; of the fourth Chap. it has theſe Words, The Meſfiah, 
Jeſus, the Son of Mary, is 4 Prophet, and an Angel of 
God, his Word, and bis Spirit, which he ſent to Mary. But 
it gives him not the Name of Sox of God, for this 
wile Reaſon, Chap. vi. How Hall God have a Son, who 
bath no Wiwes? Yet it owns Jeſus to be born of a 
pure Virgin, without a Man, by the Operation of 
the Spirit of God. And in the ſame Chapter, this Ma- 
bomet acknowleges his own Jgnorauce, and ſays, 7 
told you not that I had in my Power all the Treaſures of 
God; neither that 1 had Knowlege of the future and paſt ; 
nor do affirm that I am an Angel. I only act what hath 
been inſpired into me. Is the Blind like bim that ſeeth clear- 
5 And after ſays, I am not your Tutor. Every thing 

hath its Time. You ſhall hereafter underfland the Truth. 
This is putting off, and bidding them expect ſome 
other after Mabomet. But our Jeſus ſaid, he was our 
Tutor and Teacher, and that there was none to come 
after him. Mahomet ſaid, he was no Angel, but that 
Jeſus was an Angel of God: But when God bringeth 
Jeſus into the World, he ſaith, Let all the Angels of 
God worſhip bim, Heb. i. 6. And he made him Lord 
of all the Ange/s. Mahomet knew not what was paſt, 
or to come: But our uu knew all things, and 
what was in the Heart of every Man (Fob. it. 24, 25.) 
which none can do but God only, 1 Kin. viii. 39, And 
foretold Things to come to the End. of the World: 
Mabomet had not all the Treaſures of God; but in Jefus 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowlege. For 
8 _ dewelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godbead badily, 
ol. ii. 3, 9. | 

Again, - Mahomet never called himſelf the Meal, or 
the ord, or 8 pirit of God; yet all theſe Appellations 
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There were Prophecies of Jeſus, which we have ſeen; 
Were there any of Mahomet ? None, except of the 
falſi Chrifts, and falſe Prophets, which 7eſus told ſhould 
come after him; and bid us beware of them, for that 
they ſhould deceive many, 

(4.) Ds. But if Mahomet gave thus the Preference 
to Chrift in every thing, and ſaid that his Alcoran was 
only a Confirmation of the Geſpel, how came he to ſet 
it up againſt the Goſpe/, and to reckon the Chriſtians 
among the Unbeliever: ? 

Car. No otherwiſe than as other Heretics did, who 
called themſelves the only true Chriſtians, and invented 
new Interpretations of Scriptures. "The Socinians 
now charge whole Chriſtianity with Apoftacy, idolatry, 
and Polytheiſm : And the Alcoran is but a Sy/ftem of t 
old Aianiſm ill-digeſted, and worſe put together, with 
a Mixture of ſome Heatheni/z and Judaiſm. For Ma- 
homet's Father was an Heathen, his Mather a Jeweſe, 
and his Tutor was Sergius the Moak, a Neſtorian ; which 
Sec was a Branch of Arianiſn. Theſe, crudely mixed, 
made up the Farrago of the Alcoran; but the prevail- 
ing Part was Aianiſm: And where that ſpread itſelf 
in the ff, there Mahometi/z: ſucceeded, and ſprung 
out of it; to let all Chri//ians ſee the Horror of that 
Hereſy And our Sociaians now among us, who call 
themſelves Unitarians, are much more Mahometans than 
Chri/iians. For, except ſome al Things as to 
Mahomet, they agree almoſt wholly in his Doctrine; 
and, as ſuch, addreſſed themſelves to the- Morocco 
Ambaſſador here, in the Reign of King Charles II. 
Nor do they fpeak more honourably of Chrif, and 
the Holy Scriptures, than the Alcoran does. And 
there is no Error concerning Chrift in the Akoran, 
but what was broached before by the Heretics of 
Chriſtianity ; as that Chrift did not ſuffer really, but 
in Appearance only; or that ſome other was cruci- 
fed in his Stead, but he taken up into Heaven, as the 
Alcoran fpeaks. So that, in Strianeſs, I ſhould not 
have reckoned Mahometi/m as one of the four Religions 
in the World, but as one of the Here/ies of Chriſftiani 
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But becauſe of its great Name, and its having ſpread 
ſo far in the World, by the Conguefs of 1 


his Followers, and that it is vulgarly underſtood. to be 


a diſtinct Religion by itſelf, therefore I have conſidered 
it as ſuch. | 

And as to your Concern in the Matter, pou ſee plain- 

ly, that the Alcoran comes in Attefation and Confir- 
mation of the Fas of Chriſt, and of the Holy Scrip- 
Fures, 
Ds. I am not come yet ſo far as to enter into the 
Diſputes of the ſeveral Se&s of Chriſtianity. But as to 
the Fat of 8 and of the Scriptures in general, Ma- 
hometiſm I ſee does rather confirm than oppoſe it. 

Cur. What then do you think of Judaiſin, as it 
now ſtands in Oppoſition to Chriſtianity ? 

De. Not only as without any Ewidence, the Time 
propheſied of for the Coming of the Meſjah being long 
1ince paſt ; but all their former Evidences turn directly 
againſt them, and againſt any Meg/iah whoever here- 
ates ſhould come. As that the Sceptre ſhould not de- 
part from Judah ; that he ſhould come into the ſecond 
Temple ; that the Sacrifices ſhould ceaſe ſoon after his 
Death; that Dawid ſhould never want a Son to fit u 
on his Throne ; that they ſhould be many Days with- 
out a K7ng, and without a Prince, and without a Sa- 
erifice, &c. which they do not ſuppoſe ever will be the 
Caſe after their Me/5ah is come: So that they are Vit- 
neſſes againſt themſelves. | | 

Car. And what do you think of the Stories of the 
Heathen Gods ? | : | | 

Ds. I believe them no more than all the Stories in 
Owid's Metamorphoſes. Nor did the wiſer Heathen be- 
lieve them; only ſuch ///y People as ſuck in all the Po- 

i Legends without examining. And to tell you the 
ruth. I thought the ſame of all the Stories in your 
Bible. But I will take time to examine thoſe Proofs 
you have given me. For we Deiſts do not diſpute 


againſt Chriſtianity, in behalf of any other Religion, of 


the Jews, or Heathens, or Mahometans, all which pre- 
tend to Revelation; but we are againſt all Rewelation ; 
RT 8. | | 


and 


S i @. 
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and go only apon bare Nature, and what our own 
on dictates to us. 


(1.) CR. What Nature dictates, it dictates to all; at 


leaſt to the e and the Generality of Mankind, And if 
we meaſure by this, then it will appear a natural No- 
tion, that there is Neceflity of Revelation in Religion. 
And herein you have all the World againſt you from 


the ver inning: And will you plead Nature againſt 
8 ng you p 8 


Ds. The Notion came down from one to another, 
from the Beginning, we know not how. | 

Cur. Then it was either Nature from the Beginning; 
or elſe, it was from Revelation at the Beginning; whence 
the Notion has deſcended through all Pofterities to this 


X ay. : 

(2.) And there wants not Reaſon for this. For when 
Man had fa//er, and his Rea/on was corrupted (as we 
fee] it upon us to this Day, as ſenſibly as the Diſeaſes 
and Infirmities of the Body), was it not highly 9 9 
able that God ſhould give us a Law and Directions how 
to ſerve and worſhip him? Sacrifices do not ſeem to be 
any natural Invention. For why ſhould taking away 
the Life of my Fellow-creature be acceptable to God, or 
a Worſhip of him? It would rather ſeem an Offence 
againſt him : But as Types of the great and only Propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt to come ; and to keep up our 
Faith in that, the Inſtitution given with the Revelation 
of it appears moſt rational. And that it was neceſſary, 
the great Defection ſhews, not only of the Heathens, but 


of the Fewws themſelves ; who, though they retained 


the Iaſfliturion, yet in a great meaſure loſt the true 
Meaning and Sipnification of it; and are now to be 
brought back to it, by reminding them of the HAftilu- 
tion, and the Neuſon of it. 5 

Plato, in his Aleibiad. ii. de Precat. has the ſame Rea- 
ſoning ; and concludes, that we cannot know of our- 
ſelves what Petitions will be pleafing to God, or what 
YT to give him ; but that it is neceffary a Laws 
N ould be fent from Heaven to inſtruct us. And 
uch an one he did expect. * O how greatly do 1 defire 
10 
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to ſee that Man ! ſays he. And who is he The pri- 


mitive Tradition of the expected Mez/iah had no doubt 
come to him, as to many others of the Heathen, from 


* 


the Feavs ; and likely from the Peruſal of their Scrip- 


FUYEs. 


For Plato goes further, and ſays (de Leg. I. 4.), 


That this Laaugiver muſt be more than Man. For he 


obſerves that every Nature is governed by another Nature 
that is /uperior to it; as Birds and Beaſts by Man, who is 


of a diſtin and ſuperior Nature. So he infers, that this 


Lawgiver, who was to teach Man what Man could not 


know by his own Nature, muſt be of a Nature that is 


ſuperior to Man, that is, of a divine Nature. 
| Nay, he gives as lively a Deſcription of the Perſon, 


' Dualifications, Life, and Death of this Divine Man, as 
if he had copied the liii. of aiah : For he ſays ae 


Repub. 1. 2.), that this juft Perſon muſt be poor, and 
void of all Recommendations but that of Yirtue alone: 
'T hat a avicked World would not bear his InHructions and 
Reproef; and therefore, within three or four Years after 
he began to preach, he ſhould be perſecuted, impriſoned, 


ſeourged, and at laſt put to Death. His Word is 


"Argo vuaeu3ngeTal, that is, cut in pieces, as they cut 


their Sacrifices. 


De. Theſe are remarkable Paſſages, as you apply 
them. And Plato was three hundred Years 2 Chriſt. 
But J incline to think that theſe Notions came rather 
from ſuch Tradition as you ſpeak of, than from Nature. 
And J can ſee nothing of Nature in Sacrifices ; they look 


more like Inſtitution, come that how it will. 


(3.) CAR. It is ſtrange, that all the Nations, in the 
World ſhould be carried away from what you call Na- 


ture. Unleſs you will take Refuge among the Hot- 


tentots at the Cape of Good Hope, hardly diſtinguiſhable 
from Beaſts, to ſhew us what Nature left to itſelf would 
do! and leave us all the % and polite World on the 


Side of Rewe/ation, either real or pretended ; and of Opi- 


nion that Mankind could not be without it. And my 
Buſineſs now with you has been to diſtinguiſh the real 


(4. 


rom the prerendid. 
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(4.) Dr. By the Account you have given, there is 
but one Religion in the World, nor ever was. For the 


Jeauiſb was but Chriſtianity in Type, though in time 
greatly corrupted: And the Heathen was a greater Cor- 


ruption, and founded the Fables of their Gods upon the 


Fats of Scripture : And the Mahometan, you ſay, is 


= a Hereſy of Chriſtianity. So that all is Chriſtianity 


. Cir. It is true, God gave but one Revelation to the 
World, which was = of Chriſt: And as that was 
corrupted, new Revelations were pretended. But God has 
guarded his Revelations with ſuch Ewidences, as it was 


not in the Power of Men or Devils to counterfeit, or con- 


trive any-thing like them. Some bear Reſemblance in 
one or two Features, in the firſt zwvo or three Evidences 
that I have produced; but as none reach the fourth, 


ſo they are all quite deſtitute of the leaſt Pretence to 


the remaining fozr. So that when you look upon the 
Face of divine Revelation, and take it all together, it is 
impoſſible to-miſtake it for any of thoſe De/uffons which 
the Devil has ſet up in Irnitation of it. And they are 
made to confirm it, becauſe all the Re/emblance they have 
to Truth, is that wherein they are any-ways Iile it; but, 


when compared with it, they ſhew as an ill. drawn 


Pi4ure, half Man, half Beaſt, in Preſence of the beauti - 
ful Original. 


(5.) De. It is ſtrange, that, if the Caſe be thus 


Plain as you have made it, the whole World is not im- 


mediately convinced, | ; 
Cur. If the Szed be never ſo good, yet if it be 


ſown upon Stones, or among Thorns, it will bring forth 


nothing. There are Hearts of Stone; and others fo 
filled with the Love of Riches, with the Cares and Plea- 
fares of this Life, that they will not ſee : They have not 


a Mind to know any-thing which they think would 


diſturb them in their Enjoyments, or leſſen their Opinion 

of them ; for that would be taking away ſo much of 

their Pleaſure. Therefore it is no eaſy Matter to per- 

ſuade Men to place their Happineſs in future Expedta- 

tions, Which is the — of the Goſpel, And in preſſ- 
2 


ing 


ing this, and bidding the VWorlaly- minded abandon their 


beloved Yices, and telling the fatal Conſequences of them, 
we muſt expect to meet not only with their Scorn and 
Contempt, but their utmoſt Rage and Impati | 
rid of us, as ſo many Enemies of their Luſts and Plea- 
ſures. This is the Croſs which our Saviour prepared all 
his Diſciples to bear; who were to fight againſt F 


and Blood, and all the Allurements of the World. And: 


it is a greater Miracle that they have had ſo many Fol- 
_ daxwers in this, than that they have gained to them- 
ſelves fo many Enemies. The World is a frrong Man ; 
and till a ſtrenger than he comes (that is, the full Per- 
ſuafion of the Future State), he will keep Poſſeſſion. 
And this is the Victory that overcometh the World, 
even our Faith, But we are told alſo; that this Faith 
is the Gift of God. For all the Evidence in the World 
will not reach the Heart, unleſs it be prepared (like the 
good Ground) to receive the Dorine that is taught. 
Till then, Prejudice will create Ob/tinacy, which will 
Barden the Heart like a Rock; and cry, Non perſuadebis, 
etiamfs perfuajeris ! I will not be perſuaded, tho" I ſhould 
be 28 / | | | 
ou muſt conſider under this Head too, the man 

that have not yet heard of the Gepe: And of thoſe 
that have, the far greater Number who have not the 
Capacity or Opportunity to examine all the Evidences of 
Chriſtianity, but take Things upon Truſt, juſt as they 
are taught. And how many others are careleſs, and 
will not be at the Pains, though they want not Capa- 
city, to inquire into the Truth ? All theſe Claes will 
include the greateſt Part of Mankind. The ignorant, 
the careleſs, the vicious, and ſo the obſtinate, the ambi- 
tious, and the covetous, whoſe Minds. the God of this 
World hath blinded. 

But yet, in the midſt of all this Darkneſs, God hath 
rot left himſelf without Vitneſi; which will be appa- 
rent to every diligent and fober Enguirer, that is avill- 
ing and prepared to receive the Truth. 

(6.) Good Six, let me aſk you, though you are of 
no Religion, as you ſay, but what you call Natural, 

| i yet 


ence, to get 
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yet would - you not think me very brutal; if I ſhould: 


deny that ever there was ſuch a Man as Alexander, or 
Czx/ar, or that they did ſuch Things ? If I ſhould deny 
all Hifery ! or that Homer, or Virgil, Demoſthenes, or 


Cicero, ever wrote ſuch Books ; would you. not think 


me perfectly ob/linaze, ſeized with a Spirit of Contra- 
diction, and not fit for human Converſation ? 

And yet theſe Things are of no Conſequence 
is not a Farthing as to my Intereſt, whethe 
true or falſe. | 

Will you then think yourſelf a r2aſonabl/e Man, if, 
in Matters of the greateſt /mportance, even your eternal 
State, you will not believe thoſe Fa#s which have a 
thouſand times more certain and indiſputable Evidents ? 


Were there any Prophecies of Cæſar or Pompey 7? Were 


there any Types of them, or public Þ/titutions, appoint- 
ed by a Law, to prefigure the great Things that they 
ſhould do? Any Per/ons who went before them, to- 
bear a Re/emblance of theſe Things, and bid us expect 
that great Een? Was there a general Expe&ation in 
the World of their Coming, before or at the Time when 
they came ? And of what Conſequence was their Coming, 
to the World, or to After-Ages * No more than a 
1 a thouſand Vears ago 
ere the Greek and Roman Hiſtories written by the 
Perſons who did the Facts, or by Eye-Witneſſes ? And, 
for the greater Certainty, were thoſe Hiſfories made the 
_ ſtanding Law of the Country ? Or were they any more 
than our Holinſbead and Stow, &c.? A | 
Muſt we believe theſe, on Pain of not being thought 
reaſonable Men? And are we then unreaſonable and cre- 
dulous, if we believe the Facts of the Holy Bible? which 


was the ſtanding Law of the People to whom it was 


given, and awrote, or didtated, by thoſe who did the Fas, 
with publick Inſtitutions appointed by them, as a perpe- 
tual Laww to all their Generations ; and which, if the 
Fa#s had been fa//e, could never have paſſed at the Time 
when the Fas were ſaid to be done; nor for the ſame 
Reaſon, if that Book had been wrote afterwards ; be- 
cauſe theſe Inſlitutions (as Circumciſion, the Paſſover, 

; Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, &c.) were as notorious Fat, as any; and that 
Book, ſaying they commenced from the Time that the 
Fas were done, mutt be found to be fa//e, whenever it 
was trumpt up in After-Ages, by ſuch [n/titu/ions being 
then known. Not like the Feat Games, &c. in Me- 
mory of the Heathen Gods, which were appointed long 
after thoſe Fach which were ſaid to be done: And the 
like 1/itutions may be appointed To-morrow, in Me- 
mory of any Falhood ſaid to be done a thouſand Years 
ago; and ſo is no Proof at all. And though a Legend or 
Book of Stories of Things ſaid to be done many Years 
paſt may be pa/med upon People, yet a Book of Statutes 
cannot, by which their Cau/es are tried every. Day. 

Are there ſuch Prophecies extant in any profane Hifto- 
ry ſo long before the Fas there recorded, as there are 
in the Holy Scriptures of the Coming of the Mah 

Were there any Types or Forerunners of the Heathen 
Gods, or of Mahomet ? © 

Is there the like Evidence of the Truth and Sincerity 
of the Greek and Roman Hiſtorians, as-of the Penmen of 
the Holy Scriptures ? 

Would theſe Hi/torians have given their Lives for the 
Truth of all they wrote ? | 

Did they tell ſuch Fa#s only, wherein it was impoſſi- 
ble for themſelves to be impeſed upon, or that they ſhould 
impoſe upon others ? Nothing but what themſelves had 
ſeen and heard, and they alſo to whom they ſpoke ? 

Did they expect nothing but Perſecution and Death 
for what they related? And were they bidden to bear 
it patiently without Refiſtance ? Was this the Caſe of 

the Diſciples of Mahomet, who were required to fight 
and conquer with the Sword ? 5 
Did any Religion ever overcome by Suffering, but the 
Chriſtian only?; | 

And did any exhibit the future State, and preach the 
Contempt of this World, like the Chriſtian ? | 

Ds. That's the Reaſon it has prevailed ſo little. 
And yet, conſidering this, it is ſtrange it has prevailed 
ſo much, 

07. 
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(7.) But there is one thing yet behind, wherein I 
would be glad to have your Opinion, becauſe” I find 
your Divines differ about it: And that is, How we 
ſhall know to diſtinguiſh betwixt true and falſe Mi- 
racles. | 

And this is neceſſary to the Subject we are upon. 
For the Force of the Facts you allege ends all in this, 
That ſuch miraculous Facts are a ſufficient Atteſtation of 
ſuch Per/ons being ſent of God; and, conſequently, that 
we are to believe the Doctrine which they taught. 

You know we Deiſts deny any ſuch Thing as Mi- 
racles, but reduce all to Nature: Yet, I — if 1 


had ſeen ſuch Miracles as are recorded of Moſes and of 


Chriſt, it would have convinced me. And for the 
Truth of them, we muſt refer to the Evidence you 
have given. But, in the mean time, if there is no 
Rule whereby to diſtinguiſh betwixt true and falſe Mi- 
racles, there is an End of all the Pains you have taken. 
For if the Devil can work ſuch Things as appear Mi. 
racles to me, Jam as much perſuaded as if they were 
true Miracles, and wrought by God. And ſo Men may 
be deceived in truſting to Miracles. 

The common Notion of a Miracle is what exceeds 
the Power of Nature. To which we ſay, That we 
know not the utmoſt of the Poxwer of Nature, and con- 
ſequently cannot tell what exceeds it. Nor do you pre- 
tend to know the utmoſt of the Power of Spirits, whe- 
ther good or eil; and how then can you tell what ex- 
ceed; their Power ? 

I doubt not but you would have thought thoſe to be 
true Miracles which the Magicians are ſaid to have 
wrought in /Zg ypt ; but that Moſes is ſaid to have 
wrought Miracles that were ſuperior to them. 

Car. Therefore if two Powers contend for the Su- 
periority, as here God and the Devil did, the beſt Iſſue 
can be is to ſee them ure together, and then we 
ſhall ſoon know which is fronge/f. This was the Caſe 
of Moſes and the Magicians, of Chrift and the Devil. 
There was a Struggle, and Satan was plainly ts 

con- 
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- TL eonfeſs I know not the Power of Spirets, nor how 
_ . they work upon Boares. And by the ſame Reaſon that 
. Spirit can lift a Straw, he may a Mountain, and the 
. whole Earth, for aught I know; and may do many 
Things which would appear true Miracles to me, and 
o might deceive me: And all I have to truſt to, in 
this Caſe, is, the reſtraining Power of God, that he 
will not permit the Dewilſo to do. And were it not for 
this, I doubt not but the Dewi/ could take away my 
Life in an Inſtant, or inflit terrible Diſeaſes upon me, 
us upon Job. | 
And I think this Conſideration is the ſtrongeſt Mo. 
tive in the World to keep us in conſtant Dependence up- 
on God, that we live in the midſt of ſuch powerful 
Enemies as we can by no means /i of ourſelves; and 
are in their Poaver every Minute, when God ſhall with- 
draw his Protection from us. 
And it is in their Power likewiſe to work Signs and 
Monders to deceive us, if God permit. And herein the 
great Power and Goodneſs of God is manifeſt, that he 
never yet permitted the Devil to work Miracles in Ob- 
poſition to whom he ſent; except where the Remedy was 
at Hand, and to ſhew his Power the more, as in the 
Caſe of Meſes and the Magicians, &c. 
And this is further evident; becauſe God has, at G 
other times, and upon other Occaſions, fuffered the th 
Devil to exert his Power, as to make Fre deſcend upon * 
Jobis Cattle, &c. But here was no Cauſe of Religion 5. 
concerned, nor any Truth of God in Debate. 
Da. But your Chriſt has foretold, Matth. xxiv. 24. th. 
That Falſe Chrifts, and Falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, who of 
mall ſhew greac Signs and Wonders, to deceive, if poſ- the 
fible, the very -E/z#. And it is ſaid, 2 T. ii. g. That Ple 
there ſhall be a wicked one, whoſe Coming is after the the 
Working of Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and Hing 0 
"Wonders. And it is ſuppoſed, Deut. xiii. 1, &c, That a W ;. . 
"falſe Prophet may give a Sign or a Wonder, to draw tei 
Men after falſe Gods. Here then is Siga againſt Szgr, ple 
and Wonder againſt Wonder, and which of theſe ſhall ceiv 
we believe? We 
Cu. flea; 
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Cnr. The frf no doubt. For God cannot contradict 


himſelf, nor will ſnew Signs and Wonders, in Oppoſi- 
tion to that Law which he has eſtabliſhed by ſo many 
Signs and Wonders. Therefore in ſuch a Caſe we mutt 
conclude, that God has permitted the Devil to exert his 
Power, as againſt Moſes and Chriſt, for the Tryal of 
our Faith, and to ſhew the ſuperior Power of God more 
eminently, in overcoming all the Poxwer of the Enemy. 

But, as I ſaid before, we have a more ſure Word, 
that is, Proof, than even theſe Miracles exhibited to our 
outward Senſes, which is the Word of Prophecy. Let then 
any falſe Chriſt, who ſhall pretend to come hereafter, 
ſhew ſuch a Book as our Bible, which has been ſo long 
in the World (the moſt antient Book now extant) teſi- 
Hing of him, foretelling the Time, and all other Circum- 
fances of his Coming, with his Sufferings and Death, and 
all theſe Prophecies exactly fulfilled in him: And till he 
can do this, he cannot have that Evidence which our 
Chrift has; and he muſt be a falſe Chrift to me: And 
all the Siga that he can ſhew will be but hing Wonders, 
to any that is truly eſtabliſhed in the Chriſtian Faith. 

But it may be a Tryal too ſtrong for thoſe carele/5 
ones, who will not be at the Pains to enquire into the 
Grounds of their Religion, but take it upon Truſt, as 
they do the Fa/bions, and mind not to frame their Lives 
according to it, but are immerſed in the Vorld, and the 
Pleaſures of it. 

(8.) And it will be a juſt Judgment upon theſe, that 


they, who ſhut their Eyes againſt all the clear Evidence: 


of the Goſpel, ſhould be given up to believe a Lye. And 
the Reaſon is given 2 The/7. ii. 12, Becauſe they had 
Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. They loved Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light, becauſe their Deeds were ewil. 

So that I moſt repeat what 1 ſaid before, That there 
is a Preparation of the Heart (as of the Ground) to re- 
ecive the Truth: And where the Doctrine does not 
pleaſe, no Evidence, how clear ſoever, will be re- 
ceived. God cannot enter, till Mammon be diſpoſſeſſed. 
We cannot ſerve theſe two Ma/fers, He who has a 
elear Sight of Heaven, * value the dull Meaſures 


of 
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of this Life. And it is impoſſible that he who is drown- 
ed in Senſe, can reliſh ſpiritual Things. The Lowe of 
this World is Enmity againſt God. The firſt Sin was a 
Temptation of Sie: And the Reparation is, to open 
our Eyes to the Enjoymentof God. Vice clouds this Eye, 
and makes it b/ind to the only true and eternal Pleaſure, 
It is Foolifhnſ5 to ſuch an one. 

This, this, Six, is the Remora that keeps Men from 
Chriflianity. It is not Want of Evidence, but it is 
Want of Confideration. I would not ſay this to you, 
till I hid firſt gone through all the Topics of Reaſon 
with you, that you might not call it Cant. But this is 
the Truth. As Dawid ſays, To him that ordereth his 
Converſation aright, will I eau the Salvation of God. 
And our Saviour ſays, If any Man do the Will of God, 


be ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or 


whether I ſpeak of myſelf. And no Man can come unto 
me, except the Father draw him. 

This was the Reaſon why St. John the Baptiſt was 
fent as a Forerunner to prepare the Way for Chrift, by 
Preaching of Repentance, to fit Men for receiving the 
Goſpel. And they, who repented of their Sins upon his 
Preaching, did gladly embrace the Doctrine of Chrift. 
But they, who would not forſake their Sins, remained 
 ebdurate, though otherwiſe Men of Senſe and Learning. 
As our Saviour told the Prieſts and E/ders, Matth. xxi. 
32. Fehn came unto you in the Way of Righteauſne/s, and 
ye believed him not; but the Publicans and the Harlots be- 


lieued him. And ye, when ye had ſeen it, repented not 


afterwards, that ye might believe him. And when Chriſt 
ſought to prepare them for bis Doctrine, by telling them, 
That they could not ſerve God and Mammon, it is ſaid, 
Luke xvi. 14. That auhen the Phariſees, who were covetous, 
heard theſe Things, they derided him. But he inſtructed 
them in the next Verſe (if they would have received it) 
That hat is highly efteemed among ft Men, is Abomination 
in the Sight of God: And inforced this with the Exam- 
ple of the Rich-Man and Lazarus : And ſaid, Chap. 
xviii. 29. That it was eafier for a Camel to go through 
the E 4 Needle, than for @ rich Man to enter into the 
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Kingdom of God. And, Chap. xiv. 33. That whoſoever 
he be that forſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
Diſciple. Now take this in the largeſt Senſe, That he 
who is not ready and auilling to forſale all, as if he hated 
them, as Chriſt ſaid, ver. 26, F any Man come to me, 
and hate not his Father and Mother, &c. (that is, when 
they come in Competition with any Command of Chrift } 
and take not up his Croſs, and follow me, he cannat be 
Diſciple ; how few Diſciples would he have had in this 
Age! Would all his Miracles perſuade ſome to this ? 
The World is too hard for Heaven with moſt Men! 
Here is the Cauſe of Infidelity. The Love of the 
World, the Luft of the Fl, the Luft of the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Life, darken the Heart, and, like Shutters, 
keep out the Light of Heawen: Till they are removed, 
the Light cannot enter: The Spirit of Purity and Ho- 
lineſs will not deſcend into an Heart full of all Un- 
cleanneſs. If we would invite this Guef, we muſt faveep 
the Houſe, and make it clean. | 
But this too is of God: For he only can make a clean 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within us. But he has 
promiſed this Viſdom to thoſe who aſk it, and lead a 
godly Life. Therefore an, and you ſhall have ; ſcet, 
and you ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you. But do it ardently and inceſſantly, as he that 
ſtriveth for his Sul. For God is gracious and mereiful, 
long-ſuffering, and of great Goodneſs; and thoſe who 
come to him in Sincerity he will in no-wiſe caſt out. 
Therefore pray in Faith, nothing doubting : And what 
you pray for (according to his Will) be/ieve it, and you 


* 


II receive it. 
To his Grace I commend you. 


(9.) And with the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, O that it 
would pleaſe God to take the Veil of the Heart of the 
Jeaus, and let them ſee, That as they have been de- 
ceived by many falſe Me/iahs ſince Chriſt came, ſo none 
whom they expect hereafter can anſwer the Prophecies 
of the Meſiabhb (ſome of which I have named); and 
therefore 
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thetefore.no ſuch can be the Maſtab who is propbeſi ed 
in their own Scripturen. * 
And let them ſee and conſider, how that fatal Curſe 
they imprecated upon themſelves, His Blood be on us, 
and on our Children, has cleaved unto them, beyond all 
their former Sint, and even repeated {do/atry.; from 
which (to ſhew that this is not the Cauſe of their pre- 
ſent . they have kept themſelves free ever 
fance ; for which their longeſt Captivity was but 
ſeventy Years; and then Prophets were ſent to them, 
to comfort them, and aſſufe them of a Reftauration : 
But now they have been about eighteen hundred Years 
diſperſed over all the Earth, without any Prophet, or 
Profpet of their Deliverance, that the whole World 
might take Notice of this before unparalleled Judgment, 
5 not known to any Nation that ever yet was upon the 
Face of the Earth! So puniſhed, and ſo preſerved for 
1 and, I hope, at laſt, for a more wonderful 
ercy !* For if the Caſting awway of them be the Recon- 
 ciling of the World, what fhall the Reteiving of them be, 
but Li from the Dead ? For God both concluded all in 
Unbelief, that he might have Iercy. upon all. O the 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſaom and Knowlege of 
| God! How. unſearchable ¶ 7 udgmer.;, and his Ways 
pal finding out! For of him, and throwug:. him, and to him, 
ef all Things. To aubom be Glory for ever. Amen. 
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